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To thoſe of the Rising 
AG k, into whoſe hands 
theſe papers may fall. 


RESELL, who have their breafts 
5 Kh 


jy warmed with a publick ſpirit 
and a generous loveto mankind, 
cannot fail to haye their eyes 


- principally fixed upon you, to obſerve 


what you ate likely to be and do. It oc- 
caſions in them many and great thoughts 


, heart, whenever the generation that 
is growing up into the world carries evi- 
dent ſymptoms of being worſe than their 
fathers. But even in times, when irre- 


ligion and vice have ſpread far and wide, 
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yet any better proſpect, for thoſe who 
are to come next upon the ſtage of ac- 
tion, revives the hope and joy of good 
men. 


. — 


I ſhall not ſay, that in this reſpect fh 
former days were better than theſe ; be- 
cauſe I reckon that it may be much more 
uſcful, for all to contribute their beſt 
endeavours in their ſeveral ſtations to bet- 
ter the age in which they live, than to 
be accurate in ballancing the characters 
of former and preſent times. Would 
to God, that Chriſtian parents in genc- 
ral would let their natural affetion to 
their poſterity be expreſſed in this beſt 
inſtance of ir, a more aſliduous care for 
their everlaſting intereſts, and for 7raznimg 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
. of the Lord. If maſters, and others, 
who have the inſpection of youth, would 
apply themſelves in carneſt to this prin- 
- Cipal part of their concern; I cannot but 
hope the bleſſing of God would ſucceed 
it to great numbers of you; and then 
I am ture you would be much more 
thank- 
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thankful to them for this, than any o- 
ther part of your education. 


We who arc imployed in the work of 
the miniſtry, are to ſecond ſuch private en- 
deavours; and acknowledge our ſelves to 

be by many ties your debtors in this 
matter. Our Lord and Maſter expreſſed up- 
on many occaſions a particular affection to 
children: And when a young man ap- 
plied to him, who had been trained 
up to virtue and ſobriety, and had not 
remarkably deviated from it; it is ob- 
ſerved, that Feſus loved him; though, 
as he was the ſearcher of hcarts, he knew 
= that he yet wanted a principle of per- 
fect goodneſs, It is required of us as 
ſtewards of his houſhold, that we giut 
> to cach of the family heir portion of 
meat in due ſegſan; that we feed the 
lambs, as well as the ſheep.', And by 
the example of St, John we are led to 
addrels to little children and to yourg 
en, as well as to fathe rs. 


Catechetical exerciſes are ' peculiarly 
A adaptcdto the former tort, to teach them 
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the firſt principles of the oracles 
of God; and the uſual courſe of our 
preaching to the ſervice of the two lat- 
ter; much of it indeed with a ſpecial 
view to the improvement and comfort 
of advanced chriſtians, who have their 
ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and 
evil, ſuch who are eſpecially intended 
by St. Fon in the character of fa- 
thers. 


The following diſcourſes are directly 
calculated for the middle ſort, ſuch as be- 
long in the apoſtolical ſtile, to the claſs 
of Toung Men; 1 mcan perſons of ei- 
ther ſex, who are growing up to matu— 
rity, or entring upon the world; in that 
age of life, when they are capable of 
ſome thought and reflection, and when 
moſt perſons come to a determination 
and ſeitlement about their way of li— 
ving both for this world and for ano- 


ther. 


Theſe ſermons, except the laſt, were 
preached upon an anniverſary, when con- 
ſiderable numbers of youth have been ac- 

cuſtomed 


9 thoſe of the riſmg age, &c. Ie 


cuſtomed for fifty years paſt to attend up- 
on a Lecture devoted to their ſervice, 
in the place where the providence of God 
hath called me to miniſter : And all of 
them, except that which ſtands here the 
fifth in order, have been heretofore pub- 
liſhed ſingly at the requeſt of ſeveral of 
them. I was willing they ſhould be col- 
lected into this manual, in hope that 
ſome who profeſſed to have received 
good impreſſions from them at the time, 
may have an opportunity of reviewing 
them in this more laſting way of preſer- 
vation; and that both they and others 
might have before them in one view 
the ſeveral important heads, upon which 
they proceed. The three firſt may be 
ſerviccable for the direction of youth in 
ſome principal points of conduct, if they are 
ſeeking the way to Hin. The fourth and 
Fifth repreſent two powerful motives to 
diſpoſe to early piety. The two /aſt pro- 


pole two eminent examples of carly and 
acceptable goodnels, 


They 
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They are accompanied with my fer- 
vent prayers, that there may be from one 
age to another in this city and nation 4 ſeed 
to ſerve Chriſt, which ſhall be account- 
ed to him for a generation; and that, 
for the ſmall extent to which this book 
may reach, it may be in ſome meaſure ſer- 
viceable by the grace of the Holy Spirit 
to promote this bleſſed end. 


Preſcot-Street. 


Feb. 20. 1724-7. John Evans . 
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IWilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My 
Father, Thou art the guide of my youth ? 


HE SE are the words of God to revolted 
©) Ifracl, inviting them to a return to Him, So 
Jil underſtand them. rather than as ſome in- 
74 terpretcrs take their ſenſe, as if God intend- 
ed to upbraid them in theſe expreſſions with 
an arrogant Caim of relation to Him. while they con- 
t nned obſtinate in fin. It is true, they often did ſo, 
and were often blamed for it. So Hoſea deicribes them, 
Iſrael ſhall cry unto thee, my God, we know thee. God in 
the next verſe rejects their Pretenſion; Iſrael bath caſt 
off the thing that is good; the enemy ſhail purſue him, 
Hof. viii. 2, 2. While they were 1cj:ting the ſon of 
God, they had the ſame contidence, We have one Father, 
even God, John viii. 41. 

But the text appears rather to me to be a gracious 
call to them to do this in earneſt, than a reproaching 
ot them tor doing it prefumptuouſly. As m ver. 1. 
God inter mixes an invitation to repentance, with the 
repreſen tation of their fins; ſo it is natural enough to ſup- 
Pole, that while he is proceeding in the tame general ar- 

gument 
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1 of reproof, he ſhould go on to interpoſe alſo 
me incouragements to return to him, 

We may obſerve it to have been a common metaphor 
uſed by this prophet Feremiah, and by Ezekiel, who was 
very near his cotemporary, to conſider the people of I, 
raed, as if in their ſeveral ſucceſſive generations they made 
but one perſon, paſſing through the different ages and 
periods of life. The courſe of God's providence towards 
them, and of their behaviour to God, thro' one age after 
another, are often expreſſed in terms which carry an al- 
luſion to the ſeveral ages of man's life. Exekiel 
carries on the metaphor thro* a conſiderable part of a 
chapter, chap. xvi. The ſtory of their nation is related 
there, as one would deſcribe the life of a ſingle per- 
ſon, from his beginning till he arrives at maturity. They 
are traced to their progenitors. Thy birth and thy nati- 
vity was of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amo- 
rite, and thy mother an Hittite, ver. 3. Their weak and 
low eſtate at the beginning of their people, is ſet out by 
the helpleſs condition of a new-born infant, wer. 4. F. 
And God's kindneſs toward them in thoſe early days, by 
the care and kindneſs of a tender parent, making all pro- 
per proviſion for his child, and following him with a 
watchful eye and a bountiful hand, till he comes to ma- 
turity, ver. 6,-14. On the other hand, their revolts 
from God to idolatry, after their ſtate was grown up, 


are repreſented by a young womans playing the harlot, - 


and ſo diſappointing the tender care, and reaſonable ex- 
pectations of her parents, when ſhe enters upon the world, 
ver. 15, &c. 

la like manner, this prophet ſets before that genera- 
tion of I/rae}, to which he prophelied, the virtues of 
their anceſtors, as the kindneſs of their yourh, the love of 
their eſpouſals, when they went aſter him in the wilderneſs, 
Jer. ii. 2. With the fame view he ſeems in the text to 
mean by their youth, the earlier times of their nation, 
©. 4. Wilt thou not apply to me as thy father, the 
guide of thy anceſtors ? 

But when God makes uſe of ſuch an alluſion in ex- 
poſtulating with that generation, to induce. them to re- 
turn 
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turn to himſelf, He plainly ſuppoſes an obvious truth in 
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that which was the ground of the metaphor, That as 


8 


* 


— f 
= oy 
e 
r k 
r 
wa 714. 


He was their father, He was the proper guide of their 
youth. And the expoſtulation muſt carry at leaſt an e- 
qual force to every man perſonally conſidered. Wilt thou 
net from this time cry unto me, my Father, Thou art the 
guide of my 7 2 1 And from that conſideration, I ſhall 
think myſelf fully juſtified in addreſſing it to young peo- 
ple, as God's reaſonable expectation from them. And 1 
ſha!l procced upon theſe four heads. 


I. To explain the frame and behaviour we may ſuppoſe re- 
commended, by crying unto God, my Father, thou art 
the guide of my youth. 


Il. To few the reaſonableneſs of it: or to expoſtulate 
with yeuth, in order to perſuade them to take this courſe. 
Wilt thou not cry unto me? 


III. To conſider the circumſtance of time, from whith ſuch 
a behaviour is eminently to be expected. From this time. 


IV. To propoſe ſome directions, how you may exped to find | 
God's fatherly guidance. 


I. I would explain the frame and behaviour here re- 
commended. Or, what we may ſuppoſe included in 
crying unto God, my Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth, 

The expreſſion is fit enough to take in three things. 

1. A thankful acknowledgment of God's fatherly care 
and guidance of us hitherto. ©. d. Wilt not thou own 
I have fully anſwered the character, and filled up the 
relation of a father to thee, by having been the guide of 
thy youth? And certainly young people, who have pro- 
ceeded but a little way in life, as well as thoſe who are 
farther advanced, have had many opportunities to ob- 
ſerve the care and conduct of a kind providence to- 
wards them. You are greatly indebted to your earthly 
parents, and muſt ever owe them your grateful acknow- 
| B 2 ledgments, 
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ledgments, for all their tender affection, and faithful gui- 
dance: But there is a father in heaven, to whom, tho' 
He is out of fight, you are infinitely more indebted. 7s 
not He thy father, which hath bought thee? Hath He 
not made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee ? Deut. xxxii. 6. Thy 
fubſtance was not hid from Him, when thou waſt made 
in fecret, and curiouſly wrought, Pſalm. cxxxix. 15. 
Thou haſt been caſt upon him from the Womb ; and 
holden up by him ever fince, Pſalm. xxii, 10, and Ixxi. 6, 
While: you were unable to take the leaſt care of your- 
ſelves, He cared for you, protected you, and guided you 
with his cye. In your wants He has ſeaſonably ſup- 
plied you, and in dangers delivered you. He has made 
your lot to fall in pleaſant places, and ordered all the 
merciful circumſtances of your pilgrimage: ſo that Ha- 
ving obtained help of God, you continue unto this day. Is 
it not highly fit, tho' you ſhould as yet have found the 
benefit of his conduct no farther than into the youthful 
part of life, that you ſhould now begin to pay the tri- 
bute of a thankful acknowledgment to him, who has 
brought you hitherto ? Surely God has conſcience on his 
fide m this matter. 

2. A penitent application to God, in the manner in 
which a returning prodigal ſhould apply to his father, as 
to one, who has a right to be the guide of his youth, 
may very properly be expreſſed in the language of the 
text. Has a child behaved undutifully to a kind, indul- 
gent parent? las he flown in the face of all his tender 
affection, and turned rebel and prodigal? Will he not 
think it highly fir, when he comes to himſelf, to go 
down on his knees to his offended father, to confeſs his 
faults, and beg his father's pardon ? This is the real caſe of 
us all with reference to our heavenly father. He has 
the moſt undoubted right and claim to all filial duty 
f om us: donbtleſs he is our father; and, as ſuch, de- 
ſerves honour and obedience from us, that we ſhould 
allow him in every thing to preſcribe to us. But the 
youngeſt among us have been undutiful chi!dren, and 
begun early to break the bands aſunder. If we have 
yet eſcapid the pollutions which are in the world of 

| uſt, 
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luſt, and have not in the literal ſenſe waſted gur ſubſtanc® 

with riotous living: yet we are all eſtranged trom the 

womb; and conſcience muſt tell us, that we have thought 
and ſpoke, and acted, that which was juſtly diſpleaſing 
to our common father in innumerable inſtances. * Should 

„ not we then cry to God, my Father, Thou haſt a juſt 

claim to be the guide of my youth; but I have not al- 

© lowed Thee to be fo. In many inſtances I have re- 
© fuſed to hearken to Thee. I ſee my fault, I ſee my 

« folly, that in refuſing to follow Thy conduct, I wick- 

« edly. trampled upon Thy authority, and forſook my 

% own mercies ; it would have been much better with 

% me, it I had taken Thy counſel, and ſubmitted to Thy 

guidance. Father I have ſinned againſt heaven, and in 

« Thy ſight, and am no more worthy to be called Thy ſon. 

„Luke xv. 21. Thou inviteſt procigals to return, Re- 

« turn, ye backſiiding children. Behold, I come unto Thee ; 

for Thou art the Lord my God. Jer. iii. 22. To make 

the profeſſion in the text is to acknowledge his father ly 

4 relation, and the duty we owe Him thereupon, that He 

F ſhould be allowed to rule and guide us, with ſhame and 
ſorrow for our undutifulneſs. 

3. A ſolemn acceptance of God for our father, and: 
the guide of our youth from this time forward, will 
compl-at that becoming temper, which theſe 'words are 
fit to ſuggeſt to us. In the original it is only, My Fa- 

ther, Ii ou, the guide of my youth. Which may be ſupplied: 
either as looking back ward, Thou haſt been fo, to expreſs 
God's undeſerved goodneſs, and fatherly care of them in 
times paſt, Or, as acknowledging His rightful claim. 
Thcu art my father, and therefore Thou ſhonluſt be al- 
lowed to be my guide. I own my injuſtice and undu- 
tiſulneſs, in not being guided by Thee. So far we have 
cConſidered the words already. But we may alſo under- 
ſtand them as looking forward, Thou art my father, and 
” Thou ſhalt be my guide. I conſent to it as my rea- 
ſonable ſervice, to put myſelf entirely, and unreſerved- 
ly under Thy cenduct, that Thou ſhou'dſt exerciſe 
s this right of a father to manage me as Thou pleaſeſt. 
« I had rather be guided by Thee, than be left to act of 
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% my own head. Let thy eye then be upon me, and thy 
«© wiſdom direct me, as a father would care for his child: 
« for I take Thee for my father, and therefore for the 
« guide of my youth. 

This is the frame, which T would now recommend 
to young people. And to that purpoſe proceed 


II. To ſhew the reaſonableneſs of ſuch a determina- 
tion: or to expoſtulate the matter with you, as I am 
led to do by the manner of ſpeaking which God uſes to 
Iſrael in the text. Milt then not thus cry unto me? Can 
it be {uppol:d, if you will allow yourſelves to conſider 
the caſe, that you ſhould be ſo averſe to your own inte- 
reſt, ſo inſenſible of the beſt way to your own happineſs, 
as to refuſe to put yourſelves into my hands, or even to 
demur on ſettling this great concern, that I ſhall be the 
guide of your youth? To make this plain to you, I de- 
fire you would ſeriouſly lay to heart the following con- 
uderations. 

1. The world we live in makes a guide abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to all. It 1s ſuch a ſtate of things, wherein we 
ſhall run the greateſt riſque, if we are left to ourſelves, 
It were better to ſail in the moſt dangerous ſcas without 
a pilot, or to paſs thro' an unknown deſert without any 
one to ſhew us our way, than to purſue our pilgrimage 
thro' this world without the conduct of a faithful and 
ſufficient guide. 

This lite is to all a ſtate of trial for eternity: And at the 
end of our way a heaven or a hell ſtands. A miſtake 
will be fatal to our everliſting intereſts; utterly impoſſi- 
ble to be retrieved afterwards, if this life be ſpent in a 
delaſion. The trial begins as ſoon as we come to the ule 
of reaſon, to a capacity of chuſing the good and refuſing 
the evil: and if God ſhould ſhox ten our life in the midſt 
cf our way, we ſhail find our condition for ever deter- 
rrincd according to our coviſe and behaviour here, in 
thit proportion of time which He was pleaſed to allow 
us. It wil be well or ill with us for ever, as we are 

well or ill dertcted here. 


There 
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There are many by-ways in our paſſage, to which we 
are very prone to turn afide: A thouſand winding-courſes 
in this labyrinth, which all come to this miſerable end: 
many dangerous errors and deſtructive vices, any of 
which may be our ruin. But the way to heaven is ſtrict 
and difficult. It requires pains to know it, and much 
more to walk in it. Hence we are told, that wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: but ſtrait is the gate 
and narrow is the way which leads unto life, and few there 
be that find it, Mat. vii. 13, 14. The way to deſtructi- 
on looks fairer, is of larger extent, and has more travel- 
lers in it, than the way to life. Should not this make us 
look out for a guide? Are there by-ways on the right 
hand and on the left? Should not we deſire then to hear 
# woice behind us, ſaying, this is the way, walk ye in it ? 
Iſa. xxx. 21. If there were but a poſſibility of miſtake, 
but a few examples of miſcarrying, certainly it ſhould a- 
waken our fear. What then muſt we think, when there 
are great odds in the number of dangerous courſes, and of 
thoſe who take them to their utter ruin? 

And (which greatly encreaſes our danger,) there are 
many falſe guides ready and willing to ſeduce us. If the 
blmd lead the blind, both ſhall fall mto the ditch. But as 
we are apt ourſelves to miſtake, to there are many ready 
to miſlead us. The Devil wants no wiles and devices to 
impoſe upon us. He has a natural tubtlety, and long ex- 
pe ience, whereby he can caſt a blind before our eyes. 
In his early attempt upon our firſt parents, he prevailed 
ſo far, when they quitted their dependance upon Cod, as 
to beguile them out of innocency into tranſgreſſion, out 
of a ſtate of perfect happineſs into the moſt deplorable 
miſery. What fad conſequences then may we fear from 
the unwearied arts of the old ſerpent, who beguil-d Eve 
thro* his ſubtlety, 2 Cor. xi. 3. if we are not under the 
overlight of ſuperior wiſdom! There are great numbers 
of ill men induſtrious in their endeavours to corrupt others; 
ever ready by their infinuations, their examples, and their 
influence, to ſerve the intereſts of the uſurping god of 
this world, and to draw as many of their fellow-crcatures, 
as 
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as they can along with them into perdition. This is 
the reaſon of Solomon's caution, My ſon, if ſinners entice 
thee, conſent thow net, Prov. i. 10. But our own care 
will go a very little way to our ſecurity, unleſs we have 
a better keeper. The things of the world are very enſna- 
ring too: the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 
en of life : by the fair appearances of which, ſo many 

ave been drawn off from God, and the purſuit of their 
everlaſting intereſts. But above all, we have bad hearts 
of our own, not only ready to betray us to other ſedu- 
cers, but to miſlead us themſelves, if we had no other 
tempters. Irregular cuſtoms, ſenſual appetites, and turbu- 
lent paſſions, which impetuouſly hurry men on in their 
apoſtate ſtate to things which are their fin and ſhame : 
ſo that if we were left to our ſelves, we ſhou'd carry 
about us the moſt dangerous guide of all others. Every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own luſt, and en- 
ticed, ſam. i. 14. What need then, in ſo perillous a 
ſtate of things, have young and old too, of the aſſiſtance 
of an able and faithful guide ? 

2. Youth has more eſpecial need of a guide than others, 
For this we have the concrrring judgment of all nations, 
who ſuffer not young people to be their on maſters; 
tut put them uuder tutors and governors. And cer- 
tainly upon the moſt evident reaſon. 

Youth are ignorant and unexperienced; and therefore 
need the direction of ſome who have more know! dge 
and judgment than themſelves, to let them in to right 
ſentiments of things, and point out their way for them. 
They are more apt than grown people to receive impreſ- 


ſions. This is the ſpecial age of inſtruction. The minds 


of young people are not ſo ſtrong!y pre-engaged with va- 
rious apptehenſions and principles, as they come to be 
upon an advance in years: their cuſtoms and byaſſes are 
not yet fully formed. And therefore they are drawn with 
more caſe either right or wrong, according to the influ- 
ence they are under. If they fall into bad hands, their 


tender minds are ſoon inſnared by them who. lye in wait 


to deceive. And therefore nothing can be more beneficial 
to them, than to be under good conduct betimes. 
| Eſpecially 
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Eſpecially when we add, that there is -a peculiar le- 
vity attending their brisk ſpirits, and youthful luſts are 
eſpecially apt to be boiſterous in them. While they 
have leſs reaſon of their own to guide them, they have 
ſtronger apperites and paſſions, which are the worſt 
leaders in the world, hurrying them on (if they be not 
under good reſtraints) into the greateſt extravagances, to 
their ſhame and forrow in this life and their miſery in 
another. Childhood and youth are vanity, Eccl. xi. 10. 
Vain man is born like the wild aſſe's colt. That image 
can be applied to none with greater propriety than to 
youth, that they are lite rhe horſe or mule, which have 
no underſtanding, and muſt be held in with bit and bridle, 
leſt they come near unto you, Pſalm. xxxii. 9. Look abroad 
into the world, and fee what numbers of young people, 
left to themſelves, are daily bringing their parents to ſhame, 
and grief, and even their grey-hairs with ſorrow to the 
grave, Proverbs xxix. 15. See with what folly and 
madneſs they give themſelves full ſwing in the in- 
dulgence of their luſts, till hey mourn at the laſt, when 
their fleſh and their body are conſumed, and ſay, how have 
J hated inſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed reproof ! Prov. v. 
11, 12, See in ſuch inſtances, what youth is, acting 
with a lawleſs iberty; what the ſad effects of it are, 
what a dear-bought repentance it muſt end in. And ſhall 
not this induce you to cry, oh, for a good guide of my 
youth | 

Befides, peop.c fix for life in the time of their youth, 
As they do ſo commonly, for the profeſſions and callings, 
in which they engage for this lite; it is equally true for 
the courſe which leads to happineſs or miſery in another, 
Few, very few of thoſe, who give fin their early days, 
ever leave it afterwards: if they change their vices, they ſel- 
dom change their maſter. The habitsof ſin are confirmed, 
the means of amendment abate in their force. And it 
is odds, but you find them in the way to deſtruction at the 
end of their courſe, who proceed in it till youth is over. 
When therefore the time of youth is generally the time of 
on choice, Ecclel. xii. 1. that choice which they abide 

for ever after; how neceflary is it that we chuſe " 
right 
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right then! It is of the greateſt conſequence, that youth 
be well guided. I add, 
3. God is the beſt 1 of youth. None is ſo fit to 
be your ſupreme director. He has the beſt right to pre- 
ſcribe to you, becauſe you are His in the ſtrongeſt 
bonds, even before you conſent to be ſo. You rob 
Him of His due, while you refuſe to be under His con- 
duct. But that is not all; His guidance will be moſt 
for your own advantage. If you were to think of all 
the characters to be moſt wiſhed for in one who ſhould 
undertake to direct and care for you in your tender 
years, they all meet in God. 
Would you be ſure of fafe conduct? He alone is an 
infallible guide. All others, it is poſſible, may miſlead you: 
even tender parents themſeives, with all the good wiſhes 
they can have for you: and therefore even obedience to 
them is enjoined with a limitation, in the Lord, Eph vi. 1. 
Miniſters may prove blind guides, tho' fheir lips ought to - 
keep knowledge. But God is truth itſelf, He cannot be 
deceived himſelf, and He can have no inducement to miſ- 
lead you. Who teaches like him! Job xxxvi. 22. 
Would you have one fit and ready to direct you at all 
times, and in all caſes? God is an univerſal guide, able to 
Furniſh us with light in every emergency, who has laid 
down c irections ſuited to all torts of perſons, and every 
ſtate of life; and who has always a watchful eye upon 
thoſe who commit themſelves to his conduct. The eyes 
ef the Lord are upen the righteous; and his ears are open 
to their cry. Pſal. xxxiv. 15, 
His guidance is ever ready to be afforded to any upright 
mind: to the youngeſt. O God, thou haſt taught me from 
my youth, Palm. Ixxi. 17. His will may eaſily be learnt 
out of His word by an honeſt inquirer. The wayfaring 
men, tho fools, ſhall not err therein. Iſa. xxxv. 8, And 
when difficulties ariſe, which we cannot immediately 
ſolve by the rule which He has left us, He is of Himſelf 
eaſy of acceſs to thoſe who are willing with an honeſt 
heart to make application to Him. The Lord is nigh unto 1 
all them that call upon Him, that call upon Him in 1 
truth, Pſalm cxlv. 18. 7 
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j guide: He is not only able and willing always to ſhew 


time. Kind parents on earth may be taken from us; 


' moſt agreeable relations, ſuppoſe a kind and prudent hus- 


And there is one thing more, peculiar to this heavenly 


us our way; but ready to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us to 
walk in it: not only to teach us the way of his ſtatutes; 
but to incline our hearts unto his teſtimonies, and to make 
us to go in the path of his commandments. We have 
therefore no ſuch guide belides, to whom we can make 
our application. | 
4. If we take Him for the guide of our youth, He will 
undertake for us; and continue His conduct, till we are 
brought to glory. Any that commit themſelves to Him, 
be it ever fo early, have a ſecurity that He will take 
them under His care and charge. Till this is done on 
our part, we have no certain ground to reckon upon ſo 
much as the favourable guidance of His common pro- 
vidence; nor can tell how ſoon, or in what inſtances, 
He may leave us to ourſelves. But if we chuſe Him for 
our guide, He is moſt ready to take us under His conduct 
and protection; and He will never leave or for ſake us. 
By fixing on Him for our guide, we ſhall put our- 
ſelves into ſafe hands for ever: and that is à thing of 
which we cannot be certain as to any others, even for 


but God will not leave us orphans. If father a 4 mother 
forſake me, God will take me wp, Pſam. xxvii. 10. The 


band, . who is ſometimes called emphatically a guide of 
the youth, Prov. ii. 17, may be wreſted out of your arme, 
and leave you deſtitute, But God ever lives, and will 
neither change His affection, nor loſe His ability to di- 
rect and aſſiſt you. 

If you put yourſelves into His hands at the beginning 
of your days, you will ſet out in the world, ſæcure of 
the beſt friend you can have thro? all the turns and changes 
of life; who will be with you to the hoary head, if you 
are ſpared ſo long. The P/almiſt's prayer was accompitſh- 
ed to Him, and ſhall be to you, it you can truly uſe the 
lame plea: O God, Thou haſt taught me from my youth, 
and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works; now alſo, 
when I am old and grey-headed, O God, forſake me not, 
Pſalm. 
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Pſa m. xi. 17, 18. No, He will not forſake you; for 
this God will be your God fer ever and ever; He will be 
your guide even unto death, Plalm, xlviii. 14. He will 


guide you with his counſel, and afterward receive you to 
glory, Plalm. Ixxiti. 24. 
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III. I come to conſider the circumſtance of time, from 
which ſuch a behaviour is eminently to be expected. From 


this time, ſays the text emphatically. If we look into 


the context, we may find ſeveral hints of the circum- 
ſtance of time, to which this may reter. 

1. A time of conviction, wherein our fins are ſet in 
order before us, is a ſpecial ſeaſon, herein God expects 
us thus to cry to him. In the firſt and ſecond vertes ot 
this chapter God ſets in I/rael's view her many and great 
tranſgreſſions. Thou haſt played the harlot with mary 
lovers, — Thou haſt polluted the land with thy whore- 
doms and with thy, wickedneſs, Now when I am thus ar- 
Taigning thee for thy iniquity, wilt thou not from this 
time lay unto me, my Father? Whenever Gcd impreſſes 
convictions of ſin upon your ſouls in this world, it is 
not to zorment you before the time, but to bring you to 
yourſelves, and ſo to Him. Such a ſeaſon as this is 4 
time of love. God makes you ſenſible of your diſtemper, 
that you may ſpeedily apply to the phyſician, before 
your caſe is deſperate; and ſubmit to the proper methods 
of cure, which he is ſo ready to ute with you. You 
will never value Him, nor be reconciled to his medi- 
cines, as long as you are inſenſibe of your Diſeaſe. Tye 
whole have no need of the ph, cian, but they that are ſich, 
Luke v. 31. But when you lee your ſickneſs, it may be 
hoped that help will be we'come, Now youth is the moſt 
uſual time of lively convictions, efpecially tor thoſe wha 
have the 2dvantag2 of poſpe!-light and calls from their 
youth; and contequently f:r them it is the moſt likely 
ſeaſon of gr:c2. Thoſe who cutgrow the early admo- 
nitions, which God and conſcience give them of their 
fins in that period of life when their hearts are moſt ten- 
der, are commonly reduced to fewer and weaker con- 
victions in an after- lite; and very otten Heir conſcrences 
7 be come 
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become ſeared as with an hot iron. Oh fee theretore that 

you ſtifle not, that you rebel not agairſt your early ght; 

but when your guilt is ſet in your view, that you ſpredi- 
ly take the true courle to remove it. 

* 2. A time of correction and affl. ction is an advantagi- 
ous occaſion, upon which it may be hoped you ſhould 
cry to God, my Father. Ia the verſe immediately before 
the text, God puts I/rael in mind of the judgments He 
had brought upon them for their tins. Herefore the ſhow- 
ers have been withheld, and there has been no latter rain, 
And thereupon God ſpeaks of it as an aſtoniſhing thing, 
that under ſuch circumſtances they had a whore's forehead, 
and refuſed to be aſham'd. Inſtead of continuing ſo ob- 
ſtinate, wilt thots not rather, ſays he, from this time cry 
unto me, my father, thou art the guide of my youth? Afflic- 
tion is intended by God when milder methods will not 
do, to bring men to repentance by ſame preſent taſtes of 
the bitterneſs of fin. Corrections are the rod of a father 
to bring us to filial duty. The prodigal began to be in 
want, was forced to feed upon husks; he felt the me- 
lancholy effects of his own prodigality : And this brought 
him to himſelf, to conſider his tin and folly, and to re- 
ſolve to ariſe and return to his father, Luke xv. 14, 18. 
Young people, in this world where min is born to trou- 
ble, frequently have a ſhare of it: Sometimes they bring 
mi'ery upon themſelves by their own extravagancies; or 
they fall betim2s under ſome kind diicipline of God. And 

if eicher the one or the other ead them to God and reli- 
gion; they will magnify God to all eternity for that 
which for the preſent is not joyous, but grievous, If 
God then in his providence make you to bear the yoke of 
ajji:&t:on in your youth, let that induce you to bear he yoke 

f obedience, in your early days too. 

3. A time of the diſcovery of grace is a particular 
opportunity, Which ſhould be improved to lead us to 
God, and engage us to put ourſcives under His conduct. 
In ver. 1. God calls upon theſe people, after the diſco- 
very of their fins, Yer return unto me ſaith the Lord. 

4 : And in ver. 5. Hill he reſerve his anger for ever ? Will he 
* C , keep 
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keep it to the end? No, he is ready to pardon. Wilt 
thou not then from this time, (when I have ſhewn my 
gracious inclinations to thee,) cry u to me, my father, &c. 
What, ſinner! Shall not mercy melt thy heart? Canſt 
thou ſtand out againſt ſuch kind declarations from an 
offended God? Haſt thou ſpoken and done evil things as 
thou couldſt ? Ver. 5. And is God ſtill willing to re- 
ceive thee? Is he yet inviting thee to return? Is thy fa- 
ther, after all that thou haſt done againſt him, obſerving 
thy behaviour with a compaſſionate eye, marking any 
tendencies towards a return, even while thou art yer 4 
great way off ? Luke xv. 20, Is He not only ready to 
receive thee, but even to run to meet thee, to fall on thy 
neck and kiſs thee? Yes, if He can but ſee any thing 

ful in thee; if He can but hear thee bemoaning thy- 

ſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a 
bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke; turn thou me, and I ſhall 
be turned; for Thou art the Lord my God, Jer. xxxi. 18, 
19, 20, If He that knows the heart, can but hear ſuch 
language from thy heart; it will be ſoon his return, I. 
Ephraim my dear ſon ? Is he a pleaſant child? for ſince I 
ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember him ſtill; there- 
= my bowels are troubled for him: I will ſurely have 
' mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. He is waiting to be gra- 
cious, affording thee many uncovenanted mercies in the 
mean while; and preventing thee with many bleſſings, 
the reſult of His ſovereign goodneſs. Canſt thou ſtand 
out againſt ſuch unparal eld grace! Such amazing com- 
paſſion of thy Father in heaven! If thou canſt thus de- 
ſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long- 
{effering, then fear the final ſentence for contemned grace, 
and abuſed patience. Canſt thou think any other, than 
that thou art treaſuring up wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God ! 

4. The preſent time, is the fitteſt time for doing this, 
if it be not done already. From this very time when thou 
art called to it, thou haſt the greateſt reaſon to come and 
make application to me. To day, while it is * to 
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day; whatever age of life you happen now to be arri- 
ved at. If time paſt hath been neglected; whatever fairer 
opportunities you might have had in that, they are gone 
and over, and cannot be recalled. And this day is un- 
doubtedly a better ſeaſon than to morrow. Now, for 
certain, is an accepted time, now is a day of ſalvation, 
2 Cor. vi. 2. As long as you have life and the calls of 
the goſpel, and ſuch a meſſage directed to you. But for 
any time to come, need I tell. you that it is an abſolute 
uncertainty! You may never have another day. Several, 
who were in this aſſembly a year ago, are gone the way 
of all Aeſh: And it is not to be expected, that all of you 
ſhould be either here or in our world a year hence. He 
* that was your monitor from this place for ſo many 
years paſt in this annual endeavour to do gocd, and the 
laſt ſeaſon in particular, was very ſoon after laid in the ſi- 
lent grave: And ſo are ſome ſince, who then heard him. 
It is great odds, but ſome of us will be there too before 
another of theſe annual revolutions. Particularize the 
thought, I beſeech you. Why not you, or you in] par- 
ticular, as well as another? Is it ſafe then venturing a 
delay, when your all is at ſtake! 

But ſuppoſe you had a Certainty of time to come, 
you are never like to have ſo convenient a ſeaſon as the 
preſent. Impediments will multiply in your way; ill 
cuſtoms and prejudices be confirmed: Convictions are 
like to become preater rarities, and the influence of all 
your advantages to abate: That if your recovery is now 
difficult, it will be unſpeakably more ſo by delay. 

And yet if you were ſure of time, and a proper time 
too hereafter; is not the time paſt of your lives too much 
by far to be allowed to the ſervice of ſin and Satan? to 
have lived in hoſtility to the God that made you, offend- 
ing and grieving your heavenly Father? Can you be too 
early in ſecuring the beſt friend, the only certain guide 
thro a dangerous world? Will it be any prejudice to you 
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to lay in for preventing ſuch unhappy miſcarriages, as at 
the beſt will make mourntul work for repentance? Can 
you begin to be wiſe, and to ſettle your everlaſting in- 
tereſt too ſoon ? Conſider this, and ſhew your ſelves men, 
O ye tranſgreſſors. 

And now if you are upon the whole convinced of 
the wiſdom and expedience of owning God for the guide 
of your youth; it may ſtil! be an inquiry with you, how 
you are to expect his guidance? That leads me to the 
fourth head, 


IV. To lay down ſome proper directions in this mat- 
ter. And it may be uſeful to hint to you both the means 
wherein you are to expect God ſhould conduct you, 
and your duty for ſecuring ſuch an advantage. 

Firſt, I would direct your expectation as to the ways 
and means wherein you may hope that God will com- 
municate light and direction to you. 

He has not taught you to expect, that He will be 
your guide by an immediate voice from heaven, or by 
any miraculous inter poſals. You are not to be directed 
by an imaginary light within, which has no certain mea- 
fure, and of which you can give no reaſonable account. 
But there are eminently three ways, wherein God en- 
courages us to wait for His guidance. 

1. By his word; which is the rule both of our duty 
and our hopes. In the light of holy ſcripture the mind 
of God is fully ſet before us, with as much certainty and 
authority as it we could hear it pronounced by his own 
mouth: For all ſcripture is given by mſpiration of God; and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and in- 
ſtruction inrighteouſueſs, 2 Tim. iii. 16. And it deſerves to 
be particularly obſerved by young people, That this account 
of the extenſive uſefulneſs ot the ſcriptures follows upon 
mentioning the example of one, who was early acquaint- 
ed with them. Thou (Timothy) from a child haſt known 
the holy ſcriptures, ver. 15. God intended them to be 
the ſtanding ſignification of his will for the uſe of young 
as well as old. As the moſt advanced in years cannot 
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out- grow the uſe of this Eght to their feet, and lamp to 

their paths; ſo it is not raiſed too high for the young: 
They are particularly directed to have recourſe to it for 
their conduct. Mherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his 
way ? by taking head thereto according to thy word, Pialm. 
cxix. 9, The ſcripture is God's law, by which we _ 
as certainly know how to chuſe the good and refuſe 
the evil, as if we had God for our immediate Monitor. 
He has indeed appointed ſubordinate guides, to make 
the inſtructions of his word more plain. But if they 
ſpeak not according to the law and teſtimon), it is becauſe 
there is no light in them, 11a. viii 20. 

2. By his ſpirit: Not that we are to expect any new 
and different revelations of the divine will from thoſe 
contained in ſcripture. No ſuggeſtion can be from the 
ſpirit of God, which is contrary to Himſelf : Nor does 
his ſpirit direct us to any thing, which upon ſerious con- 
ſideration, we may not find warranted by his word; be- 
cauſe he has given us that as a perfect rule. And yet we 
have great need of the farther guidance of his holy ſpi- 
rit; not to diſcover to us new things which have no 
foundation in the bible: but to ſet the matters revealed 
in a clearer light, and to make the ſcales fall off our 
eyes, that we may ſee them diſtinctly. Therefore 
tho David had the written law, he prays, Teach me to 
do thy will, O God: Thy ſpirit is good, lead me into the 
land of uprightneſs, Pſalm. cxliii 10, Our underſtandings 
need i!luminations, David prays for it, Open Thou mire 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law, 
Pialm. cxix. 18. What he prayed for, no doubt he ob- 
tained. And fo did Chriſt's diſciples after his reſur- 
rection. Then opened he their underſtandings, that they 
might underſtand the ſcriptures, Luke xxiv. 45. And our 
hearts need an effectual impreſſion, to diſpoſe us to fol- 
low his conduct; and this is made, when the light of 
the glorious goſpel ſhines into our hearts, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
- Happy they, who are led by the ſpirit, to be govern'd 
by the word of God, 
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3. By His providence. So Bod has the ſupreme ma- 
nagement ot all our lot and circumſtances; and has en- 
couraged us to hope, they ſhall be order'd for our real 
advantage, if we rank ourſelves among the people of His 
care. We are obliged indeed to guide our own affairs 
with diſcretion, Pſalm. cxii. 7. This is made the character 
of a good man, i. e. to make uſe of all the prudential 
methods in our power, which have the moſt proper 
tendency to the proſperity of our affairs. But ſtil! rhe 
way of man is not in himſel/; it is not in man that walk- 
eth to direct his ſteps, Jer. x. 23. God will have the ſo- 
vereĩgn di ſpoſal of them. And it is a declaration for the 
encouragement of the upright, that a good man's ſteps are 
ordered of the Lord, Pſalm. xxxvii. 23. Not oaly under 
the common care and direction of His providence, as the 
ſteps of all men are; but in a peculiar ſenſe the ſteps of 
a good man are under a favourable conduct, ſteadily di- 
rected to the beſt ends of his ſpiritual and eternal good, 
And by this providential direction of our circumſtances 
God is our guide alſo in the way of our duty. By 
this means He makes our way plain before us ; explains 
his word, and points us to our preſent work, as made 
feaſonable by the events which befall us. 

Theſe are the methods of divine conduct we are 
taught to expect: His word as our ſtanding rule; His 
{pirit as our inward monitor according to that rule; and 


His providence determining our circumſtances, and ſo 


chalking out our particular duty from time to time. It 
remains that I ſhew, 

Secondly, What lies upon us in order to the ſecuring 
of God's gracious conduct. 

1. As the foundation of all, we muſt give. up our- 
{ſelves ſolemnly, abſolutely and unreſervedly to His con- 
duct, with fu purpoſe of heart of cleaving to the Lord. 
Ve cannot depeud upon His guidance Without an en- 
tire ſurrender into His hands, and a determination to fol- 
low Him without exception. How ſhall I put thee a- 
mong the chil ren? Says God to theſe very people in 
the text: I aid, thou ſalt call me father, and ſhalt 
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not turn away from me, Jer. iii. 19. He will care for 


« < 


you as His own, if you heartily join yourſelves ro Him 


in a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten, Jer. l. 5. 


I beſeech you therefore, brethren, my younger brethren, 
by the mercies of God, all the mercies by which he has 
been drawing of you from your beginning hitherto, and 
all the mercies included in his gracious conduct thro? 
life, and thoſe which ſhall be the everlaſting portion of 
them who are led by his counſel, that you render yourſelves 
a holy, a living, and an acceptable ſacrifice, which» is your 
reaſonable ſervice. Rom. xii. 1. 

2. Diligently attend to all the ways, wherein God has 
encouraged you to expect His guidance, 

Search the ſcriptures frequently, and meditate therein 
day and night. It your bibles are a neglected book, you 
will be lictle the better for the perfection of the rule. 


And tho' God has made His will there ſufficiently plain, 


He has wiſely left ſuch difficulties, as make pains and 
application neceſſary to ſucceſsful enquiries. My fon, if 
thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments 
with thee ; ſo that thou incline thine ear unto wiſdom, and 
apply thine heart unto underſtanding; if thou ſeekeſt her as 
ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her, as for hid treaſure ; then ſhalt 
thou, underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the know- 
ledge of God, Prov. ü. 1, Sc. It will be your wiſdom 
to put yourſelves betimes under the care of ſome faith- 
ful ſpiritual guide. Not to allow any man to be lord of 
your faith, or to direct your conſcience blindfold. No, 
ever uſe the noble caution of the Bereans, to ſearch the 
ſeriprures diligently, whether that which they ſay, either in 
the pulpit or out of it, be %%, Acts xvii. 11. Truſt no 
man to fee for you, ſince no man can anſwer for you 
at the laft day: Nor follow any man farther than he fol- 


lows Chriſt. But deſire the aſſiſtance of ſome faithful 


miniſter in your enquiries, as one of Chriſt's appointed 
ways to furniſh you with the light neceſſary to your 
zudging for yourſelves. Liſten to every good motion with- 
in your own breaſts: Try it by the word of God; and if 


it be agreeable to that, you may conclude it to be a kind 


hint 


ꝶ6— — IS 


20 The Wiſdom of owning God Saas. J. 


hint from the ſpirit of God. And obſerve the ſteps 
of divine providence, that you may diſcover what God is 
now calling you out to, and may follow Him in ſeaſo- 
nable duty whitherſoever he leads you. 

3. Carefully maintain a frame of foul ever open to light. 
Be of a teachable and tractable ſpirit. Never imagine your- 
ſelves to be grown too wiſe to learn, or to be poſſeſſed 
of ſuch a ſufficiency as leaves no room for improvement, 
Remember the ſtate you are in, how liable to miſtake ; 
and that as long as you continue upon earth, you will not 
have already attained, or be already perfect. Self-conceit 
is one of the greateſt impediments in the world to a good 
direction; both in the nature of the thing, and with re- 
ſpect to the promiſe of God. Good and upright is the 
Lord: Therefore will He teach ſinners in the way. The 
meek will He guide in judgment, and the meek He will 
teach his way, Pſalm. xxv. 8, 9. 

4. Join earneſt prayer to God for His guidance. He 
expects (and moſt reaſonably) to be enquired of for ſo 
great a bleſſing. Let it be the habitual deſire of your ſoul, 
O that my heart were directed to keep thy ſtatutes ! Pal, 
cxix. 5- Apply to Him with that plea from your perilovs 
ſtate. I am a ſtranger in the earth : hide not thy com- 
mandments from me, ver. 19. And from a ſenſe of your 
need of inward direction, be ſollicitous that He would not 
take His holy ſpirit from you, Ptalm. li. 11. Prayer is 
one of the eſtabliſhed terms of his promiſe. Truſt in 


the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not to thine own © 


Underſtanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He 
(ball direct thy paths, Prov. iii. 5, 6. But ever remember 
to pray for all in the name of Feſ#s Chriſt, John xiv. Io 
who as He was ſent from God to ſhew you the way of 
falvation, is now with God to offer up incenſe with your 
prayers, and make them ſucceſsful, 

. Conſcientiouſly follow His conduct, as far as you 
can diſcern it. There is no direction of greater importance 
than this, That you keep the way of God, as far as He 
hath ſhewn it you. Why ſhould He throw away His 
lght and guidance upon thoſe who habitually neglect ts 
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and make no good uſe of it? But if you honeſtly endea- 
vour an anſwerable practice to the degrees of knowledge 

you have; to live up to your light, you may be ſure of 
more, as far as it ſhall be neceſſary. F any man will do 
Huis will, he ſhall know of the doftrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf, John vii. 17. 

I ſhall conclude all with two inferences. 

1. The reaſon upon which God here claims to be the 
guide of their youth, as He was their father, piainly ſup- 
poſes the obligation which young peop!e lye under to be 
guided by their parents in lawful things. He argues up- 
on this as allowed by all to be a juſt conſequence from that 
relation; as in another place, A ſon honoureth his fathpe, 
and a ſervant his maſter: If then ] be a father, where is 

mine honour? And if I be a maſter, where is my fear? 
Mal. i. 6. So here, if you own me for your father, you 
muſt own me for the guide of your youth. Whereby 
you may plainly collect the duty you owe to your na- 
tural parents. Not indeed to obey them in any thin 
contrary to the duty you owe to your heavenly father. 
But you are to conſider them as pointed out to be your 
principal guides under Him, by the relation to them 1n 
which He has placed you, Becauſe they are your pa- 
rents, they are to be guides of your youth, If there- 
fore you ſhou'd ſuffer yourſelves to flight their inſtruc- 
tions, to treat them with diſreſpe&, to neglect their ad- 
vice, or even to act independently without it in matters 
of conſequence, you may be ſure you. are going out of 
God's way, and will at one time or other find the guilt 
of it to fit heavy upon your conſciences. 

2. If young perſons have ſo much reaſon to apply to 
God as their father and guide, it muſt certainty be high 
time for thoſe advanced in years to ariſe and return to 
their father. If you have proceeded far in life without 
committing yourſelves to His conduct; it is a won- 
der of mercy that He has not ſuffered you to ruin 
yourſelves utterly and irrocoverably before now ; that 
you are yet in the way, and under a poſſibility of eſ- 
caping deſtruction. You are in far more danger of a 
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final miſcarriage when you have been miſled ſo long. 
If yet you will allow yourſelves to think, you muſt per- 
ceive, that none can guide you to heaven but your heaven- 
ly father. There is ſtill hope, that He will receive you 
under his conduct, if from this day you will renounce 
the falſe guides which have led you captive, and yield 
yourſelves to the Lord. Be perſuaded then, while you 
are yet by the way, to cry to God as for your lives, 
that He will put you among His children, and pluck 
you as brands out of the burning. 
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SERMON II. 


The peculiar Obligations to ſerious 


Piety upon the Children of good 
Parents. 


Preach'd December, 25, 1718. 
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The former part of Ver. g. 


And thou Solomon, my Son, know thou the 
God of thy Father. 


JA 


Dee | HE main body of good men, in almoſt every 
” =. * * LS I E 


SY age, conliſts of the deſcendents of thoſe who 
Dy {crved God and their generation faithfully be- 
N fore them. There are indeed always too ma- 

| ny melancholy inftances of the poſterity of 
* ſuch, who degenerate from the religion and virtues of 
their parents; and on the other hand there are ſome cx- 
ampfles made of addition to the church of God out of 
989 5 protane 


* 


— ww. 


profane and irreligious families: But the children of good 
parents make up the greateſt part of God's peculiar peo- 
ple. And therefore the riſing hopes of every age for ſeri- 
ous piety, are the young branches ſpringing up from a good 
ſtock. As theſe are numerous and promiſing, or few, 


and in a declining ſtate; ſo the rational expectation of 


thoſe, who have the cauſe of God at heart, muſt ei her 
riſe or fall. The moſt vigorous endeavours ſhould then 
in all reaſon be uſed, for fixing the offspring of good men 
in wiſdom's ways, by all ſuch as deſire that religion ſhould 
live and flouriſh, when themſelves are dead and gone. 
The care of this is eminently incumbent upon every 
head of a family; who, like faithful Abraham, ſhou'd 
command bis children and his houſhold after him, to keep the 
way of the Lord, and to do juſtice and judgment, Gen. xvili. 
19. And it is the part of every good miniſter of the 
goſpel, to ſecond ſoch parental endeavours, as he has op- 
portunity, by conſulting the benefit of the lambs of the 
flock, as well as of thoſe arrived to maturity. 

My peculiar buſineſs this day is with ſuch. I hav 
reaſon to believe, that moſt of this aſſembly, as they are 
of the younger ſort, ſo are alſo the offspring of good peo- 
ple: And upon that account have choſen to treat with 
you upon that head in the text, which king David uſes 
with Solomon to recommend religion to him, and which 
I hope your own parents have uſed with you, before 1 
make this addreſs. 

We have here the words of a great prince, when he 
was in near proſpect of his own removal out of the world; 
ſpoken to the heir apparent of his crown, whom God 
had marked out in an extraordinary manner from among 
all his children to ſucceed him: To his ſon, now grown 
up to maturity, and yet not above advice and admoniti- 
on: To a ſon of great endowments and capacity, yet not 
too wiſe to hear the inſtruction of a father: To a ſon, 
who had hitherto been very towardly, and gave great 
hopes that he would anſwer expectation. So much is in- 
timated in ver. 7. Where David relates God's promiſe to 
eftabliſh Solomon's kingdom, if he was conſtant in doing his 

command- 
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gommandments and his judgments, as (ſays he) at this 
gay: i. e. if he ſhould continue to behave well, as he hath 
done hitherto. 

This was not only advice given him in private, tho“ 
without doubt David had not been wanting in that; 
but he delivers this charge in a very ſolemn aſſembly, be- 
fore a convention of the ſtates and great men of his 
kingdom; as you may perceive by a review of the be- 
ginning of the chapter. Indeed publick and private appli- 
cations ſhould be made to young people, about their beſt 
intereſts. 

David, like a pious prince, had juſt before left his ſe- 
rious counſels to his people in general. Now in the ſight 
of all Iſrael the congregation of the Lord, and in the au- 
dience of our God, (in this publick and this folemn man- 
ner, I obteſt you all,) keep and ſeek for all the command- 
ments of the Lord your God, that ye may poſſeſs this good 
land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children after 
you for ever. ver. 8, From them he turns to his ſon, who 
was his own and his peoples riſing hope. And thou 
Solomon my ſon, know thou the God of thy father, and 
ſerve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind. 

Thou Solomon my ſon. With the authority of a fa- 
ther I command thee ; with the affection of a father I 
recommend this to thee as the beſt and wileſt courſe, to 
know and ſerve the God of thy father. 

Knowing God, in the language of ſcripthre, generally 
ſignifies not only a notional or ſpeculati ve acquaintance 
with Him, but the practical acknow¾ledgment of Him 
by fear and love, and all that religious regard for Him 
which the knowledge of God leads and engages to. In 
that ſenſe we muſt underſtand it here: And fo the fol- 
lowing words explain it; And ſerve him with a perfett 
heart axd a willing mind. Our knowledge of Him, and 
inward regard for Him, muſt be expreſſed by a careful 
attendance upon His worſhip, and obedience to His will. 
And this not only in ſome particu'ar inſtances, but uni- 


voerſally and entirely with a perfect heart; not ſerving 
Him and idols too; not obeying Him at our own diſcre- 


tion, but without reſerve, and with a willing mind; 
_ .- D ſerving 
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ſerving Him upon a dcliberate and free choice, and not 
meerly upon conſtraint, or to ingratiate ourſelves with 
men; but as thoſe who heartily like His ſer vice, and 
cher fully make it our buſineſs. Real and ſincere religion 
Is the thing recommended by David to Solomon ; and I 
ſhall not need to be more particular in explaining of it 
now. 

But that which 1 would principally inſiſt upon from 
this paſſage, is the character under wh ch David deſcribes 
God, when he preſſes his ſon to a religious regard for 
Him. The God of thy father. Whercin he plainly de- 
iigns to propoſe to him a ſtrong and engag ng motive 
to diſpoſe him to continue in the fear and ſer vice of God; 
becauſe He was the God of his father. And this is a con- 
ſideration, which not only carried weight with it to So- 
lemon, tho it might have ſome ſpecial emphaſis in his 
caſe; but is fit to be laid to heart by all others who have 
had the happineſs of goud parents. And accordingly my 
preſent ditcourſe ſhall be upon this argument, | 


That the children of good parents are under peculiar en- 
agements to ſerious religion, from God's having been the 
od of their parents, 


In the proſecution of which, I ſhall firſt enquire, what 
way be ſuppoſed to be included in the conſideration wh ch 
David urges. * Srcondly, offer ſomething for the ſtating 
he obligation reſulting from it. And, Thirdly, ſhew the 
rce and moment of this obligation. 


I. I ſhall enquire into the import of that confideration 
vhich David urges to his ſon; The God of thy father. 
And I think he may naturaily be ſuppoſed to ſuggeſt to 
:olomon's thoughts three things therein. 
1. The covenant-relation, in which Selozzon ſtood to 
God, as he was the chüd of a parent in covenant. Re- 
zember (as if he had ſaid) *© He is the God of thy fa- 
ther, and therefore a ſo thy God, unleſs thou fi.ouldit 
+ fooliſhiy exclude thy ſelf.” For this was the tenour of 
e covcnant made with their anceſtor Abrahams, to be ; 
Go. 
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God to him and to his ſeed after him, Gen. xvii. 7. Ard 
leſt this ſhould be thought a perſonal declaration relating 
to Abraham only, God declares it to be a covenant eſts- 
* bliſhed between Himſelf and Abraham, and his fred after 
him in their generations: And in token of it, immedi- 
ately grafts an inſtitution upon it, that of circumciſion, 
to be continued among his poſterity, while they ſhould 
remain God's peculiar peop'e. By this ſolemn rite they 
were to be dedicated to God, as thoſe whom he received 
into His covenant. By which it was plainly intimated, 
thit that was a general promiſe belonging to the faithful 
and their ſeed from age to age. And herein Abraham 
was the father of the faithful under the goſpel- diſpenſa- 
tion too; for the promiſe i; ſtill to them that believe, and 
their children. Acts ii. 38, 39. I cannot but apprehend 
ir moſt natural to ſuppoſe the Apoſtle there to mean by 
the promiſe, that of the remiſſion of ſins, and the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which he had ipoken of juſt before: and by 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, not his miraculous gifts, 
but His gracious aſſiſtances common to all chriſtians; be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle declares that this promiſe he means be- 
longs to as many as the Lord our God ſhall call; which 
was not true of the extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit, but 
of his gracious aſſiſtances. Now this promiſe ke de- 
| Clares to be ſtil] the privilege of the chriſtian church, 
whether conſiſting of Fews or Gentiles, and of their chil- 
- dren; as it was formerly pronounced of Abraham and 
his ſeed, when the viſible church was confined within his 
poſterity. And as Gd appointed upon the foundatiou of 
this covenant with him and his ſeed, that they ſhou'd 
thereupon be dedicated to him by the ordinance of cir- 
cumciſion; ſo the Apoſtle gives this promiſe to us and 
our children as the reaſon 2 chriſtian baptiſm. 

The children' of good parents, under the old and new 
teſtzment, are ſo in covenant with God, as other chil- 
dren are not. They are in a fairer way to ſhare in the 
bleſſings of it, and have more dire& aſſurances of the 


4 N aids and motions of the holy ſpirit from the dawnings of 
their reaſon. Others are to be brought into Chriſt's fa- 
mi; they are born in it, and already belong to it, till 


D 2 they 
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they caſt themſe ves out. In conſequence ot this, good 
parents have dedicated them to God. So Solomon had 
been. And fo are the children of pious parents now, ge- 
nerally by baptiim ; or where there is a different apprehen- 
ſion about the ſubject of that, yet good people will make 
conſcience of ſeriouſly devoting them to God in another 
ply tho* they ſhould have a ſcruple of doing it by bap- 
tim. 

2. The religious education, which David as a good fa- 
ther had given to Solomon, may be fariher ſuggeſted in 
this expreſſion. As if he had ſaid; “ He is the God, 
* in the knowledge and fear of whom I have endea- 
** youred to inſtruct thee, according to the duty of a pa- 
*« rent: The God, for whom I thy father have educated 
* thee.” And no doubt a man of David's piey had 
been conſcientious in this matter, to uſe all rational and 
prudent meaſures to acquaint his children, as their capa- 
Cities were enlarging, with the ſeveral branches of the 
will of God, and their obligations to love and fear and 
ſerve Him. He that reſolved to walk within his houſe 
with a perfect heart, Pal. ci. 2. we may be ſure would 
not neglect this principal duty of the head of a family, 
to endeavour that he and his houſe might ſerve the Lord, 
Joſh. xxiv. 15. He was not inſenſible of his duty to 
God in this matter, from the very bonds of nature, the 
frequent commands of this kind d livered in the law, and 
from the dedication he had made of his children to God. 
He knew what he ow'd to his children themſelves, as 


they needed his care and pains, and as the ſtrong biaſs 


of natural affection muſt carry him to promote their 
welfare in the moſt important concern. He knew he 
owed it to the church of God and to the commu- 
nity, to take the utmoſt care of a nurſery, which were 
like to prove uſeful or pernicious members of either, as 
their minds and manners were formed. He could have 
little hope without this, that they would prove comforts 


to himſelf. And the like reaſons muſt have an influence 
upon good parents in all ages, to excite their zeal and di- 


3. The 


ligence in training up their poſterity for God. 
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3. The Experience, which David had had of the good- 
neſs of God, and of his ſervice, may be compriz'd alſo in 
this character, wherein he repreſents God to his ſon, 
When we find God deſcribed either in promiſes or decla- 
' rations as the God of any, it always ſignifies in ſcripture 

his being a ſignal benefactor to them. As when he is 

ſtiled the God of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac and Fa- 
cob; the apoſtle intimates, that he would have been 4- 
ſhamed to be called their God, would have judged it ur- 
worthy ot himſelf to expreſs ſo peculiar a relation to 
them, if he gave them no diſtinguiſhing happineſs; but 
he was not aſhamed to be called their God ; for he had 
| prepared for them a City, Heb. 11. 16. So David here 
| puts Solomon in mind, how gracious God had bein to him- 
ſelf: * He has been the God of thy father; my benefa« 
| « Cor all my days; who has led me from my youth up. 
delivered me out of the hands of thoſe who ſought my 
life, covered my head in the day of battle, raiſed me to 
« this high dignity, and ſupported me in it unto this Day. 
© ] have found his ſcrvice plzafant, the paths of obedience 
« ſafe and fatisfying ; and nothing has coſt me ſo much as 
turning aſide to folly. Now my ſon. hear thy father's 
* teſtimony, in whole welfare thou haſt reaſon to brar a 
Part, in whoſe grandeur and Cignity thou art | ke to ſuc- 
ceed, and whole preſcrvations and mercies thou art like 
to reap the fruits of. Thy own Friend, and thy father's 
friend forget not. Expect to find him as gracious to hee, 
* as I have found him to me, it thou wa. keſt in his ways ?, 
In ver. 7. David declares that God had expreſly promiſed 
th's concerning Solomon. And the like argument may es 
very good parent uſe with h's children; even the mcaneſt 
chi iſtian, who may recol ect innumerabie Iuſtances of di- 
vine goodneſs, not only to afſect his own Heart, but fit 
to impreſs the minds of his deſcendents too. 
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II. I proceed to offer ſome things, which I think nced- 

ful to be ſuggeſted, for ating the obligation which ariſes 
from ſuch an Argument. 

| 1. We are not to apprehend, that children are bound to 

e be of the religion of their parents, meerly tour that reaſon, 

Ho D 3 becaule 
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becauſe it was their parents religion. It does by no means 
follow, that God muſt be my God, becauſe he was the 
God, that my father ſerved, unleſs my father ſerved the 
true God, 

Thoſe, who have had the worſt of parents, are under 
neceſſary obligations to religion notwithſtanding that : 
And, though they have been at firſt miſled by a bad Edu- 
cation, will juſtly be condemned by God when they grow 
up, if they neglect the uſe of other means, which provi- 
dence then furniſhes them with, to ſet them right. As 
long as ſuch children continue in their minority, and en- 
tirely under the ill influence of their miſleading parents; 
no doubt what they do amiſs under that influence will 
mainly be charged upon their parents, and their invincible 
ignorance will not be imputed to them by a gracious God, 
But if he ſpares them to come within the reach of better 
inſtruction, and to a Capacity of judging for themſe ves, 
and yet they continue ſtill to purſue the evil Courſes into 
which their parents led them at firſt : In this caſe, it is 
certain, that ſuch young people will be accountable for 
their own ſouls, and their evil parents will be account- 
able alſo for all that they did towards miſleading their chil- 
dren, as well as ruining their own ſouls. God often warns 
poſterity not to imitate their wicked anceſtors. Ezek. xx, 
18. I ſaid unto their children in the wilderneſs, walk ye 
not in the ſtatutes of your fathers, neither obſerve their 
Judgments, nor defile yourſclues with their idols. And 
Zech. i. 4. Be ye not as your Fathers. 

Nor ought we to follow even good parents in their ſen- 
timents or practices, farther than they are good. As mi- 
niſters, ſo parents, who lay a good foundation, may 6#i/d 
upon this foundation, hay and ſtubble, as well as gold, 
fetver, and precious flones, 1 Cor iii. 12. However well 
they may deſign, it is paſt all diſpute that they are all but 
fallib'e: And though they may have endeavour'd to ſhew 
us the way of God with all ſincerity; yet as we cannot 
think they have done it perfectly, ſo it is no reflection to 
ſuppoſe that in ſome things they may have miſled us. 
Now we are to follow them on y as far as they follow Chriſt, 
1 Cor. xi. 1, We may difler from excellent parents in ma- 
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ny leſſer things, as well as from other People, when we 
grow up; and yet equally go in the ſure way to heaven. 
God may give us better means of inſtruction, than he did 
to them, as to ſome particular truths and duties; and we 
are ever oblig'd to follow light and conviction, whoever 
may happen to be of another mind. In this ſenſe we are 
to call no man father upon earth; that is, in oppoſition 
to the authority of our father which is in heaven, Mat. xxiii. 
9. We muſt know and acknowledge no man after the fleſh, 
how good, how great, how nearly related ſoeyer he may 
be, in competition with the mind and will of Chriſt. And 
therefore we ſhould be very cautious of cenſuring people 
for ſome change of ſentiments or practice from their good 
parents, as long as they appear to keep to the main deſign 
of a pious education: For then we are bound in charit 
to believe, that they as conſcientiouſly follow their light, 
as their parents followed theirs, though herein they ſhould 
differ both from them and from us too. 

Conſcquently every man, as he values his ſoul, is bound, 


as he grows up in the uſe of reaſon, to apply himſelf to 


enquire into the inſtructions he has received from his pa- 
rents in matters of religion. Indeed a good education lies 
pr:ncipally in this, in endeavouring to cal children off from 
ſuffering themſelves to be governed by their Appetites and 
Paſſions, to conſult their reaſon and the directions of God 
in ſcripture. The beſt part of a good education, is, when 
a perſon from a Child is brought to know the holy ſcriptures, 
2 Tim. iii. 15. Now as we grow up, our buſineſs is to 
attend to this rule honeſtly and impartially, praying to the 
father of lights for light and direction, and bringing what 
our parents have taught us, as well as every thing clſe, to 
be judged of by this rule. And upon conviction of any 
thing c:ntrary to the divine law, to the reaſon of things, 
aud the dictates of holy ſcripture ; though we ſhou'd have 
learnt it from the wiſeſt and beſt parent in the world, yea 
if we had received it of an angel from heaven, we are ob- 
I ged as the ſervants of Chrilt to abandon it. Nothing 
can carry greater evidence with it than this: For though 
the inſtruction ſhould happen to be right which has been 
given me, I cannot know it to be ſo without examina. 


tion 


tion: And I cannot be ſaved by following my parents per- 
ſuaſion or example blind fold, tho? that ſhould happen to be 
right; becauſe God has given me myſelf reaſonable powers, 
and commands me to of them for ſearching the ſcriptures, 
as a common rule both to my parents and to me. 

We ſhould be able to give a better reaſon for the beſt 
principles or practices, than this, that our parents taught 
us ſo, For we ſhould be ready to give a reaſon (to our- 
ſelves and others tco) of the hope that is in us, 1 Pet. iii. 
15- And certainly that ſhould be a better reaſon, than 
that ſuch was the opinion of our fallible parents. What 
argument will that carry with it to any other man? A 
Heathen, a Mahumetan, a Papiſt, might give the ſame 
reaſon for his principles. And if it be pretended of any 
weight in our caſe to juſtify our ſentiments, it muſt be 
allowed of equal weight the quite contrary way: And 
every man muſt be obliged to continue to think and act 
Juſt as his education biaſed him, whether right or wrong. 
But it is an unſpeakable ſcandal upon chriſtianity and pro- 
teſtant principles, for any who profeſs them to act in this 
manner either through bigotry or ſloth. Our religion will 
bear examination, it allows, it requires enquiry. And in 
truth they caſt contempt upon God and their own ſouls 
and the religion they profeſs, who take it upon truſt from 
their parents or their miniſters, or any ſingle man or body 
of men in the world, I cannot help thinking, that even 
error fallen into by a man who conſcientiouſly and habi- 
tually endeavours himſelf to enquire after truth and duty 
out of the word of God, is leſs offenſive to God, than the 
poſſeſſion of the trueſt notions in the world by chance, 
while rational enquiry is ſuppreſs'd or neglected. Chriſt i- 
anity (as all wiſe inſtitutions ever did) preſcribes educati- 
en as a very proper hep to the knowl dge of religion; but 
it requires us, as reaſon ripens, ſo carefully to examine all 
ourſelves by the rule, as to be able to account for what we 
believe and practice from thence, though we ſhou'd lay: 
aſide the argument of edi.cation. To clole this whole 
matter; thoſe, who in fact have been bleſied wizh the 
righteſt inſtructions, ſhould be able, when they come to 
the uſe of rcaſon, to ſay to their parents, as the Samari- 
Fans 
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tan, did to the woman of their Town, who firſt led them 
to Chiiſt; Now we believe, not becauſe of thy ſaying ; for 
we have heard him ourſelves, and know that this is indeed 
the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World, Jo. iv. 42. | 
And now having offered on the one hand what [ 
thought neceſſary to prevent miſtakes upon this head, of 
the obligation reſulting from education; I would obſerve 
on the other hand, that 

2. The meaning is, that the children of good parents 
are under ſpecial engagements to real, early and eminent 
piety and goodneſs, beyond what others are. That 1s, 

It may very reaſonably be expected from them, that the 
main ſcope of their education ſhould take effect. Though 
they are not confined from a liberty of enquiry, and may 
ſee good reaſon for a change in ſome more obſcure and 
diſputable matters; yet it may well be hoped, that their 
minds will be formed to practical religion, and to the con- 
ſcientious exerciſe of thoſe graces and virtues which are 
without controverſy good and Godlike, and which there can 
be no pretence againſt but from the corruption of nature: 
That the fear of God, a hatred of fin and a deſign for 
heaven ſhould be fix d in their minds. And without doubt 
pious parents will be mainly ſollicitous about theſe things 
in their children, much more than about their agreement 
with themſelves in particular forms and matters of leſs 
importance. Indeed while they apprehend themſelves in 
the right, they cannot but have ſome defire that their 
children may be of the ſame mind with them even in 
leſſer matters: But they travail as it were in birth again, 
that Chriſt may be formed in them, that they may be ſin- 
cere and zpproved by God, and that they and theirs may 
meet in heaven. And as this is the thing they mainly de- 
fire of their children; ſo good parents, and all good peo- 
ple who know them, upon juſt grounds hope for it. b 

And that they ſhould grow up into the habitual practice 
of virtue and goodneſs; that as they have eſcaped the in- 
felicity, which ſo many in the world have had, of bein 
. Corrupted from their early days by the ill influence a 
example of their wicked parents; ſo they ſhould flee youth 
ful luſts, and grow up before the Lord, as it is ſaid of Sa- 


mel, 
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muel, 1 Sam. ii. 21. Without thoſe remarkable ſtains in 
their character, which have ſullied the youthful time of 
many others, who have been at laſt recovered out of bad 


Families. 


And having made ſo early a beginning in wiſdom's ways, 
if they are thus fixed in practical religion, a greater emi- 
nency and progreſs in all the parts of it may juſtly be 
look'd for . them: That their proficiency in good- 
neſs ſnould bear a proportion to their longer continuance 
in the ſchool of Chriſt; and that they ſhould not ſuffer 
them ſelyes to be outſtrip'd by thoſe who begin to mind 
religion and their ſouls long after them. 

Such a continuance in the things they have learned, the 
chi dren of wiſe and good parents are certainly obliged to, 
2 Tim. iii. 14, 15. 

And as to other points relating to religion, which may 
not be ſo indiſputable as theſe I have mentioned, they are 
under a clear obligation to begin betimes to be inquiſitive 
about them; to ſearch the ſcriptures diligently, . which 
their parents put into their hands; to bring their ſent 
ments and practice in all matters as near as they can to that 
ſtendard. *Tis not preſumed without a foundation , that 
thoſe who are taught betimes to count that ſacred book 
their rule, ſhould begin to make uſe of it as ſuch, ſooner 
than others; and that the more frequent advices they re- 
ccive about their fouls, ſhould awaken to an earlier con- 
cern to learn the mind and will of God from thence. 

And certainly I may fairly add, that their- education ob- 
liges them not haſtily and raſhly to quit any of the par- 
ticular ſentiments or principles, which they have received 
from their parents, without impartial enquiry, and a ſin- 
cere conviction that their parents were in the wrong in 
thoſe matters. Though they may, without going off from 
the principal deſign of a pious education, alter their mind 
and practice in ſeveral particulars upon enquiry ; yea it 1s 
a part of their goodneſs to make ſuch alteration, as far as 
they verily believe it to be the mind of Chriſt, that they 
ſhould do ſo: Yet it is as certain, that they ought not to 
recede from any principles, in which they were educated, 

meer:y upon temporal hopes or fears; becauſe they find up- 
on 
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on growing up into the world, that ſuch ſentiments or 
n are not faſhionable, or have not the majority on 
their tide; or becauſe the avowing of them may interfere 


with their worldly entereſt, or expoſe them to contempt 
er cenſute or ſuffering from men. Nothing but an up- 


right conviction will juſtify a change in any of their 
ſentiments or practices, 
The obligation being thus ſtated, I procecd, 


III. To ſhew the force and moment of the engage- 
ments to religion, which lye upon the children of ho- 
ly parents: Or how reatonable and neceſſary it is, that 
they ſhould know and ſerve the God of their parents. 

1. They have ſingular advantages for Religion beyond 
others, and therefore are under ſtronger bonds. For eve- 
ry advantage for the knowledge or performance of our 
duty, lays us under additional engagements to it: And the 
obligation riſes in proportion to the greatneſs of the 
advantage. As children of the covenant, Acts iii. 25. 
God orders it ſo in the courſe of providence, that they 
are firſt, earlieſt, and moſt directly in the way of His 
bleſſing, and partakers of the means whereby they may 
obtain it. A religious education is indeed the moſt pro- 
bable means of ail others, for diſpoling men to ſerious 
godlineſs. It has not only, in common with others, the 


character of a divine inſtitution for that purpoſe, which 


gives reaſon to hope for ſucceſs, Prov. xxii. 6. Train up 
& child in the way he ſhould go, and when he is oll, he 
will not depart from it. But in its own nature it gives the 
faireſt proſpect of prevailing. When people come early 
under inſtructions, their minds are more ſoft and ready 


to receive impreſſions; and at the ſame time thoſe impreſ- 
ſions are not ſo likely to wear off as thoſe made in more 
advanced years. Their conſciences are engaged on reli- 
- gion's ſide; ſo tiwr for certain they cannot give it up 
= without conſiderable difficulty. They are accuſtomed to 
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religious exercites from their beginning to know the 


world, by their parcnts peaforming them in their fami- 
lies, and taking care that they attend publick ordinances 3 
which takes off a great deal of that uncouthneſs in the 


means 


lt. AM. "RY . 


36 The peculiar Obligations Suu. II. 


* * 


been exerciſes frequent and uſual to ſuch as are grown 


means of religion, which other people feel; theſe having 4 . 
up under good parents. They are prepared by the pri- 1 b 


vate and plainer inſtructions they receive at home, to un- 5, 
der ſtand better, and receive benefit by thoſe given them m 
in publick. They have eſpecially the power ful engage- 2 
ment of a good example near them, and generally pre- 77 
ſent with them, to attract them to imitation. They are 1 
uſually introduced into a good ſort of company by the ht 
care and choice of their parents; which is a thing of ſt 
moſt beneficial tendency to all, and eſpecially to young * 
people. And the biaſs of ſname (which has no ſmall in- < 
fluence,) is ſet the right way. While others, if they are tl 
in the courſe of providence awakened to any ſerious is 
thoughts, find it a hard matter to run againſt the ſtream x 
of their friends and relations, and are aſhamed to purſue  { 
their convictions for fear of the imputation of ſingula- hi 
rity; the children of good parents have this biaſs the © x4 
other way; they may well buſh to think of running in- lu 
to an excels of riot, contrary to the character of their pi- up 
ous relations and friends and intimates hitherto. They m 
have theſe and many more eminent helps to promote © th 
their beſt intereſts, and engage them in heaven's way. Ix 


And beſide all theſe, they have had many fervent prayer; V1 
put up for them, which will certainly avail much, unleſs | 
they counter-a& them, and prevent a gracious anſwer by th 
neglecting their own prayers and honeft endeavours in ahb 
concurrence with them. Now certainly religion, to lig 


which we are all under engagements, ſeparate from theſe tie 
conſiderations, muſt claim a more peculiar regard from 0 
people in ſuch circumſtances. Hereupon, th 

2. The revolt of ſuch from God muſt be peculiarly bo 
criminal, and attended with great aggravations. Their off 


fins cannot fail to be againſt knowledge, who have ſo M 
early been led to the knowledge of thrir mailer's will, 

Now to kim that knoweth to do good, and doth it not, it is ſim, da 
Jam. iv. 17. Or I may fay the {fame to ſuch, Which 
Chriſt did to the Fews, If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no 
ſm; (i. e. in compariſon) but nom ye ſay, we ſee, there- 2 
fore your ſin remaineth, John is. 41. Their offences car- 


ry 


5 
0 
! 


lutions themſelves. Now if the 
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1 5 ry in them baſer ingratitude. They have been marked 
out by diſtinguiſhing favours. What the Pſalmiſt cele- 


brates as the peculiar priviiege of the Fews in his time, 


in diſtinction from other nations, is a difference God 


makes in favour of the children of good parents from 
thoſe of others. He ſheweth His word unto Jacob, His 


" flatutes and judgments unto Iſrael. He hath not dealt ſo 


with any nation; and as for his judgments, they have not 
known them, Palm. cxlvii. 19, 20. How long has Chriſt 
ſtood at their doors, and knocked for admiſſion! How of- 
ten would He have gathered them, as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings! Their obſtinacy after all implies 
the baſeſt diſingenuity. Yea their departure from God 
is a breach of covenant, of the reaſonable bonds which 
their parents dedication laid them under. And it is very 
ſeldom that perſons have grown up from their child- 
hood in good families, but they have at one time or o- 
ther been induced to form ſome good purpoſes and reſo- 

f vows of God which are 
upon them are forgotten by themſelves; yet it will be re- 
membred by the great God as a heavy aggravation of 
their ſins, that they were not ſtedfaſt in his covenant, PL. 
Ixxviii. 37. And, ſtill more to enhance the crime, it is 
like to have more icious conſequences to the diſho- 
nour of God and religion, and the hardening of ſinners in 


ip ztheir vicious courſes, than the fins of thoſe who were 


always accuſtomed to do evil, Their relinquiſhing of re- 
ligion, after the tincture of it they had received by educa- 
tion, may be feared to have a like effect upon others 
who have made no trial at all of it, as the bad report of 
the ſpies concerning the land of promiſe had upon the 
body of the Iſraelites. Now, Vo to the world becauſe of 
offences; but wo to that man by whom the offence cometh, 


Mat. zvii. 6. Which leads me to obſerve, that, 


3. They mult be expoſed by their revolt to far greater 


danger. 

It may naturally be feared, that they ſhould become 
=> worle than others in fin, When thoſe who have eſcaped 
the pollutions of the world, are entangled therein and o- 
vercome, they ſometimes 7 it neceſſary for 2 
1 3 ir 
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their conſciences, and ſuppreſſing their own thoughts, to 
drown themſelves farther than others in ſenſuality. Or they 7 


imagine they cannot ſufficiently recommend themſelves to 
their new confederates in ſin, without running greater 
lengths than themſelves. They cannot be eſteemed true 


converts from God and ſerious 2 after their former 
candal of religion, (as 


appearances, nor ſhake off the 
they and their new friends eſteem it,) till they do ſome- 
thing flaming in the devil's ſervice. Beſides, when men 
have quite overcome thoſe powerful reſtraints from fin 


which a good education furniſhed, there is nothing left, 


which in an ordinary way can be ſuppoſed likely to hold 
them in. And what reaſon is there to fear, leſt God 


ſhould leave them to themſelves to be pillars of falt ; that 


he ſhould give them up to ſtrong deluſions, becauſe they 
received not the truth in the love of it? 2 Theſſ. ii. 10, 
11. Thus they wou'd become | ke the man from whom 
the unclean ſpirit was gone out; but to whom he return- 
ed with ſeven other ſpirits more wicked than himſelf, and 


dwelt there; and ſo the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe | 


than the firſt, Matt. xii. 43, Cc. And is not this a con- 
dition to be awfully feared? For, 

It gives a great deal of reaſon for apprehenſion, leſt 
they ſhould never be recovered. This is indeed far from 


the thought of young people of ſober education, when ; 
felt ſteps towards a revolt; 


they begin to make the 
they think they will go but fo far in compliance with 
a preſent inclination, and that they can return at plca- 
ſure. If any one ſhould tell them then what lengths 
they were in danger of running, if they give way to 
the firſt defection, they might be ready to ſay with 
Hazael, Is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this thing! 
But it is certain, as I have ſhewn, they run this riſque; 


and by conſequence have a great deal of reaſon to fear 


their revolt ſhould be final, and without recovery. 


And then need I tell you of the ſorer miſery in ano 2 
ther world they are liable to, than others? Their own 7 
minds muſt be perpetually employed in ſharper recti mi- 
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nations; that when they were not far from the kingdom 
of God, they would not enter in; that they as . 
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break over all the hedges and fences which God had kin d 
ly placed in the way of their apoſtacy; that they de 
ſpited their day of ſalvation, rebel ed againſt the God to 
whoſe ſervice they were dedicated, ſlighted the Saviour 
by whoſe name they were called, abandoned the good 
ways into which they were entred, and in effect choſe 
death rather than life. How uncomfortable muſt the 
meeting be with their pious parents! when they recollect 


the grief they gave them, that it may be they brought 
their grey hairs with ſorrow to the grove How great 


> their confuſion, when they ſhall find t 


ir parents warn- 
ings verified by the event! when they ſhall lee them on 


the right hand of Chriſt, and find themſelves on the left! 


How ſpeechleſs muſt they be, when their very parents 
ſhall ſtand up as witneſſes againſt them, and applaud the 


* righteous ſentence of a provoked God! What that ſentence 


will be, how ſevere and terrible, I ſhall leave to their 
own filent reflections upon that one paſſage : The chil- 
dren of the kingdom ſhall be caſt out into outer darkneſs ; 


 chere ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, Matt. viii, 


12. 


I would now conclude all with an addreſs to ſeveral 


| ; forts of people upon the ſubje& which has been beforg 


us. And, | 
1. I deſire to begin with parents. Many of you are 


already in that relation, and others may ere long come 


into it, and therefore may have reaſon to conſider wha 
I would ſay to ſuch. 6 


And certainly it concerns you to ſee in the firſt place, that 


you can be able upon juſt grounds to uſe this plea with your 


children, that God is your God. That you have heartily 
conſented to the covenant yourſelves, and devoted your 
all to God with full purpoſe of fidelity to Him living and 
dying. It cannot be expected there ſhould be 4 vi- 
gour in your endeavours to engage your children in His ſer- 
vice, unleſs you are in earneſt reſolv'd for it yourſelves. 
And on ſupoſition God ſhould ſucceed what you do in 
your parental character. to form your children to true 

| E 2 goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, what will it avail you, if after all you ſhould * . 


yourſelves be caſtawaies ? 

But having ſecur'd your own fincere dedication, be per. 
ſuaded to uſe all the means in your power even from their 
tender years to train them up in the nurture and admoniti- 
on of the Lord; to make their deſcent from you as advan- 
ragious to the intereſts of religion as poſſibly you can. I 
have ſuppoſed many things to be done by you, in repre- 
ſenting the obligation which lies upon them to true god- 
lineſs; which I think I cannot be miſtaken in ſuppoſing, 
if you conſcientiouſly endeavour to fill up your relati- 
on; as, That you have taken pains in their inſtructi- 
on, acquainted them betimes with the holy ſcriptures, 
*« endeavoured to inform their conſciences aright , uſed 
« them to the worſhip of God in your families, been 
** careful to bring them to publick inſtruction, ſet blame- 
« Jeſs and recommending examples before them, taken 
care of their company, and put up many earneſt prayers 
„ for them . If I am miſtaken in this ſuppoſition, I 
doubt it will be found owing to your neglect of the dut 
of your relation, and not to my having given a falſe 
draught of the character of a good parent. As far as they 
have not received theſe advantages trom you, ſo far with- 
out doubt you have been defective in your duty ; and by 
how much their guilt may be leſſen'd this way, you will 
do well to conſider whether yours will not be proportion- 
ably increas'd. 

But beiides theſe eſſential parts of parental care, I be- 
ſeech you remember that there is great need of prudence 
as well as of zeal in all thoſe who have the forming of youth. 
Contrive how to convince them, that what you incul- 
cate upon them is the will of God and not only your 
own, and that all the authority you exerciſe is temper'd 
with affection, and meant for their welfare, Take heed 
of any unreaſonable ſeverities and rigours, which may 


make your company diſagreeable, and prejudice them a- 
gainſt you. Eſpecially be careful that you lay not a ſtreſs 7 
upon things wherein religion doth not really conſiſt; re- 
ſtrain them not at proper ſeaſons from innocent liberties, 7 
which are ſuited to their years; and avoid making the du- ; 
ties 
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ties of religion tireſome and tedious. For want of a few 


inſtances of condut, many parents who have acted 


conſcientiouſly towards their children, have defeated 


their own end, and given their children ſuch prejudices 
againſt true piety, that when once they have gone from 
under their parent's eye, they have rather affected to rug 


into the greateſt oppoſition to their education than to pur- 


ſue it. Now though this is without doubt greatly the 
fault of ſuch ch ldren; yet parents ſhould be very watch- 
ful againſt any imprudences of their own, which may be 
the probable occaſion of their diſguſt. 

I would recommend it to you, often to acquaint your 
children with the inſtances of divine favour and goodneſs 
you have received in your lives, and the pleaſure you have 
found in religion. Theſe things are apt ſtrangely to af- 
fect, and make impreſſions upon young minds beyond 
what we can imagine. This is, I apprehend, the ſenſe of 


© David, as much as any other, in calling Solomon to knows 
the God of his father. Leave your dying teſtimony for 
God with them, as David alſo does here. And often uſe 


the ſame argument to God for them, which you are here 
directed to uſe for God to them. Thus you may hope 
for ſucceſs, at leaſt may be ſure of a reward. 

2. From parents I paſs to thoſe children of good pa- 
rents, who are yet uncorrupted with the groſs pollutions 
of the world. 

You ought to look upon your preſent condition as ve- 
ry advantag'ous and hopeful ; for ſo it certainly is. But 
yet ſuffer the word of exhortation. Conclude it not a 


matter certain from your blameleſs character hitherto, 
that your father's God is actually become yours. He has 


given you a trial of your own, and ſo your ſtate depends 


upon your perſonal covenanting, ſtanding to the covenant 


. of your fathers. See that this be done by you with all 


ſincerity and deliberation ; ſolemnly rendering yourſelves 
to God in Chriſt for a holy, a living, and an acceptable 
facrifice, which is your reaſonable ſervice. 

Take heed of ſullying your character by youthful vices. 


he ſenſible of the dangerous world you are in; be not 
ignorant of Satan's devices for the corrupting of youth in 


E 3 parti- 
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particular, the variety of ſnares which ſurround you, and 
the many ſinners who are ready to entice you. Arm your 
minds againſt all with a lively apprehenſion of the fad con- 
ſequences of a defection, which have been ſet before you; 
by conſidering the eye of God as always upon you, and 
Death, judgment, and another world as before you. And 
commit yourſelves daily to the protection and grace of 
God, who is able to keep you from falling. 

If you happen to diicover ſome defects in your educa- 
tion, to ſee reaſon for giving up ſome notions you were 
inſtructed in, or to make ſore alteration in your practice; 
be ſure you caſt not away the good with the bad. Culti- 
vate all that was praiſe-worthy in the character of your 
anceſtors, which will make you the delight of thoſe good 
people, who remember them and obſerve you. With 
what pleaſure does St. Paul ſpeak of this in Timothy's 
Caſe! 2 Tim. i. 4, 5. I may be filled with Foy, 
when I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in 
thee; which dwelt firſt in thy Grandmother Lois, and thy 
Mother Eunice; and I am per ſuaded that in thee alſ. 
And endeavour ſtill to advance beyond them in every grace 
and virtue; and to do your utmoſt to ſecure a feed to 
ſerve Chriſt in the following age, as they did in theirs, 

3, I wou'd apply to ſuch children of pious parents, as 
have eminently foriaken the God of their fathers, and the 
Bonds of their education ; it there be any ſuch within 
hearing. 

Be perſuaded to entertain ſome ſerious thoughts, before 
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If theſe things make any impreſſion upon you, con- 
clude not your recovery to be abſolutely deſperate. God 
ſtill invites ſuch as you are, Jer. iii. 22. Return, ye backs- 
ſading Children, and I will heal your backſiidings, Let your 
hearts anſwer this call, as the people are there repreſented 
to do, and God will yet bid you welcome; behold, we 
come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God. He is rea- 
dier to receive the penitent prodigal, than the prodigal is 
to return to his father. There have in every age been 
ſome inſtances of the recovery of ſuch. You have heard 
of the diſmal lengths in ſin which Manaſſeh run, and yet 
how he was brought home at laſt, You may read of this 
very Solomon's great de fection, and yet find probable ground 
to conclude that he was alſo reclaimed. And divine grace 
is as able to make you an inſtance. 

But reckon your recovery will be the more unlikely, 
the longer it is deferred. Sin will become more habitual, 
guilty fears be ſtrengthened, and the remaining influences 
of education become every day feebler. 

Therefore now, while it is the accepted time, hearken 
to the call of God, Apply to him with ſhame and ſor- 
row for your paſt revolt under ſuch Advantages; with 
the ſpirit and language of the prodigal ; Father, I have 
ſinned againſt heaven and in thy fight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy ſon; make me as one of thy hired 
ſervants, Luke xv. 18, 19. Earneſtly ſollicit pardon and 
ſaving grace in the name of Chriſt. Solemnly renew your 
covenant with him, and break off every known fin by 
repentance. And uſe your utmoſt endeaveurs to retrieve 
the miſchief you may have done; to religion, by greater zeal 
and exa&tneſs of behaviour; to thoſe you may have ſedu- 
ced, by endeavouring their recovery; and to your grieved 
parents, if they yet ſurvive, by eminent dutifulneſs for the 
future. This in the preſent caſe 1s making Reſtitution. 

4. I would not cloſe this diſcourſe, which ſuppoſes in- 
deed thoſe, to whom it is immediately addreſſed, to be 
the children of good parents, without ſc me conſideration 
of the caſe of others who have not had that advantage. 
Let not the ſon of the ſtranger, that hath joined himſelf (or 
hath any thought of joining bimſelf) 10 the Lord, ſpeak, 


ſaying, 


" 
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ſaying, the Lord hath utterly ſeparated me from his people, 

Ifa. lvi. 3. Your return to God is not an practical 
thing, though you {ct not out with the ſame advantages 
as the children of holy parents. Many ſuch as you have 
been brought home to God, There was an Abijah in the houſe 

eroboam, in whom was found ſome good thing towards 
the Lord his God, 1 Kings xiv. 13. An Hezekiah deſcend- 
ed from the remarkably wicked Ahax, and a Joſiah from 
Amon, It is certain, that all, who at any time come un- 
der means of inſtruction, are encouraged to hope for the 
aſſiſtances of the holy ſpirit from the common father, up- 
on their hearty asking him, Luke xi. 13. And with dili- 
gent application, under his influences, any one may in a 
great meaſure overcome the diſadvantages of a bad educa- 
tion ; he may arrive at all neceſſary knowledge, though he 
may be obliged to take more pains for it; and he may 
conquer the moſt inveterate habits, though it may be pe- 
culiarly difficult at firſt. How many examples of this 
were there at the beginning of chriſtianity, in eminent 
converts from all the corruptions of paganiſm! 

And the promiſes of divine mercy to the penitent are 
univerſal. They are peculiarly ſo now under the goſpel, 
where repentance is appointed to be preached to every 
creature, and remiſſion of ſins upon it. Indeed it may 
be an encouragement againſt deſpondency to thoſe who 
are awaken'd to a concern about their ſou's, after the diſ- 
advantage of a bad education; to conſider, that God has 
made monuments of his grace of thoſe who have revolt- 
ed from him after a good one, and truly repented after- 
wards ; ſince their fins were much more aggravated. 

May many therefore, who were not led to Chriſt by 
their parents, be effectually induced to become his by the 
other means which God favours them with; that they 
may, in common with the good children of good pa- 
rents, be the children ot their father which is in heaven. 
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SERMON III. 


Dye Wiſdom of counting the Coſt, and 
whether we have ſufficient to ſiniſb a 
Chriſtian Courſe. 


Preach'd December, 26, 1720. 
SSÞISPEPE EEG ISL SEELSEIEEEPEED Þ 


LUKE XIV. 28, 29, 30. 


For which of you intending to build a Tower, 
'— fitteth not down firſt, and counteth the Coſt, 
whether he have ſufficient to finiſh it ! 
| Leſt haply, after he hath laid the foundation, 
and is not able to finiſh it, all that behold it, 
begin to mock him, 
Saying, This man began to build, and was not 


able to finiſh. 


NN every age there are not a few inſtances of 

people, who ſcemed in their younger years to 

8 Dy ſet out fair in heaven's way, but afterwards 
fall off from their profeſſion, and hold not out 

K to the end. I apprehend the principal reaſon 

of this to be, that they laid not a good foundation at firſt; 

they engaged not in religion upon ſerious conſideration, . 
2 Ju 
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a juſt and deliberate choice. Either they fell into a pro- 
feſſion as it were by chance, meerly as accuſtomed to the 
appearance of it by their education, or in conformity to 
the practice of their acquaintance: Or, they haſtily began 
what look d like godlineſs, upon a meer tranſient convic- 
tion, or a ſudden flaſh of affection, without going any 
deeper. They did not ſet themſelves ſeriouſly to confider 
what they were doing, the compaſs and extent of real 
godlineſs, and what in truth Chriſt's terms are, without 
which we cannot approve our ſelves for his diſciples: 
In a word, they did not /it down firſt and count the coff, 
and whether they had len .to finiſh it. For want of 
this, the promiſing beginnings of many have come to no- 
_ but ended in their apoſtacy and ruin. | 

Theretore there is nothing of greater importance to our 
beginning and ending well in wiſdom's ways, than that we 
make our entrance upon them a ſolemn thing, And this 
is a ſubject, which I thought might be peculiarly ſuitable 
at this time, when my bulineſs is eſpecially to addreſs to 
the younger ſort, who are now in the days of their choice; 
as the phraſe is in the original, where our tranſlation ren- 
ders it, in the days of their youth, Excl. xii. 1. 

This is our bleſſed faviour's own recommendation in 
the text, to all thoſe who would become his diſciples. 
He had juſt before taken the opportunity of great mul- 
titudes following him, to make a publick declaration of 
the ſtrictneſs of thoſe terms, which he required all his 
diſciples to comply with. If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and ſiſters, yea, and his own life alſo, he can- 
not be my diſciple, Ver. 26. It cannot be Chriſt's mean- 
ing in this, that we ſhould abſolutely diveſt our ſelves of 
natural affection to our relations or our own lives; for this 
is both allow'd, and often required as our duty. There- 
fore hating here, can only be underſtood comparatively, 
that we love them leſs than Chriſt : So this ſame declara- 
tion is expreſſed by another evangeliſt, He that loveth fa- 
ther or mother more than me, is not worthy of me, Mat. x. 
37. If we prefer not the pleaſing and ſerving of him, 


before the pleaſing and enjoyment of our deareſt * 
by an 
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and before the ſecurity of life itſelf, if they come in 
competition, we cannot be the approved diſciples of 
Chriſt. It follows, ver. 27. And whoſoever doth not bear 
his croſs, and come after me, cannot be my diſciple, i. e. 
Whoſoever is not content to bear any hardſhip, to which 
he is called tor my fake, and to follow me whitherſoever 
] lead him, and to obey me without reſerve, he is no 
diſciple for me. 

Having thus laid down his terms, he follows them with 
two parables or alluſions ; one taken trom a builder, the o- 
ther from a king going to war; by both inculcating it 
upon thoſe who would be his followers, that it was ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould weigh well before hand what they muſt 
be content to do and undergo, if they would finiſh 
thire profeſſion of religion well; and what furniture 
they had to carry them through. * Conſider well of 
« theſe things at your ſetting out in the chriſtian life; 
for common prudence directs men to do the like in 
other caſes : If a man deſigns to build, he will conſider 
* whether he is able to defray the expence: Or, if a king 
* goes out to war, he will think what force he has to 
make Head againſt his enemy. So that we are taught 
this inſtruction by the words. 


That thoſe, who entertain thoughts of being Chriſt's dif- 
ciples, ſhould fit down firft and count the coſt, and whethe 


they have ſufficient to finiſh it. | 
In the proſecution of this head, I would, 


I. Conſider what we ſhould count, or take into our ſeri- 
ous conſideration. 


II. Suggeſt a few things as to the moſt proper manner of 
performing this duty. 


III. Sew the reaſons, why it concerns thoſe, who think 
of becoming Chriſt's diſciples, to do 0. 


I. We 


— ern 
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I. We are to conſider, what is to be the ſubject of our 
reckoning and ſerious conſideration. And the text points 
us to two things; the coſt, and whether we have ſuffi- 
cient to finiſh it, 

Firſt, Thoſe, who think of becoming Chriſt's diſcip!es, 
ſhould count the coſt : What ſ{elf-denying work muſt be 
gone through, if we would purſue religion in earneſt. 
And here it will be our wiſdom not to flatter our {ſelves 
with an eaſier way to heaven, than chriſt has chalked out 
for us; but to conſider the worſt of our caſe, and take 
Chriſt's terms juſt as we find them: Otherwiſe we ſhall 
deceive our ſelves, if we expect the prize upon terms of 
our own making. Now there are two _ which we 
ſhould take into our reckoning; that, which real religion 
muſt in all caſes and circumſtances coſt us; and that, which 
over and above this, it may poſſibly coſt us in ſome cir- 
cumſtances of life, if we will be faithful to our maſter. 
1. We ſhould maturely conſider, what real religion muſt 
neceſſarily coſt us, whatever our circumſtances and con- 
dition of life be. If we will be Chriſt's true diſciples, 
in the moſt profperous and peaceable condition of the 
church, we muſt practice ſelf-denial in various inſtances. 
It is the univerſal duty of Chriſt's followers, that they 
muſt deny themſelves, and go contrary in many things to 
the inclinations of corrupt nature. Our Maſter's precepts 
are all defigned to bring us to our true ſelves, our regu- 
lar temper and ſtate, but many of them are very difagree- 
able to our preſent depraved ſtate. Every unruly appe- 
tite muſt be reduced under the rules of reaſon and religi- 
on. Diſorderly paſſions muſt be maſtered and brought 
under. The fins, that do moſt eaſily beſet us, that are 


- moſt habitual to us, that our conſtitutions moſt prompt 


us to, that are as a ſecond nature, muſt be renounced and 
forſaken, If they ſhould be dear to us as a right hand, 
they muſt be cut off; if they ſhould be thought as necci- 
ſary as a right eye, they muſt be plucked out, Matt. v. 29, 
30. The practice of every known fin muſt be g ven 
over; not the leaſt tranſgreſſion of the will of God al- 


| lowed and indulged. Nor is this to be only in the 4 
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nal behaviour; but the heart muſt be purified as well as 


the life; the love and liking of tia deſtroyed, as well as 


the acts of it prevented. We mult engage in a warfare 
azainſt the world, the fleſh and the devil; and maintain 
that warfare, till we arrive at a conqueſt; keeping our 
hearts with all diligence; watching againſt the luſt of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of li fe; and guar- 
ding againſt the various devices of Satan; leſt he ſhould 
gain an advantage over us. All this is againſt the grain 
of depraved nature, and what that will ever ſhew a reluctan- 
cy gainſt, and hinder us in. Some particular duties are 
yet more directly a trial of our ſelf-denial: As the love 
of our enemies, and a hearty diſpoſition to forgive the 
injuries they do us, and even to overcome evil with good; 
reparation and reſtitution to the utmoſt of our power, 
in the caſe of our having injured others: But yet we 
muſt reckon upon theſe as ndiſpenſably neceſſary. Chriſti- 
anity abſolutely inſiſts upon them; and if we do not rec- 
kon upen tbeic as Chriſt's certain terms, we ſhall enter- 
tain a hope of life, which the goſpel will not ſupport. 

2. We ſhould farther take into conſideration that, 
which a faithful adherence to bur duty may poſſibly 
coſt us in ſome circumſtances of life. That which has 
been ſuggeſted, is indi ſpenſably neceſſary to af Chriſtian, 
whether he is in a pcacetul or perſecuted ſtate. But we 
cannot be certainly afluced, that our fidelity will not ſtill 
coſt us more, And it will be our witdom, to reckon 
upon the very worſt that can befall us, even the worſt 
vrhich the malice of men and devils can do apainit us; 
for we cannot promiſe our ſelves an exemption from this. 
We may be expoſcd, for a good conſcience, to contempt 
and reproach, to the trial of cruel mockings: We may 
be forced to break with our deareſt fiiends and moſt in- 
timite acquaintance, We may be obliged to. undergo the 
ſpoiiing of our goods, the confinement of our perſons, 
and even the loſs of our lives, ualeſs we will make ſhip- 
Wieck of faith, and of a good conſcience, Chriſt has 
given us fair warning to expect the worſt; many of his 
{ervants have been called to theſe trials; and we know 


ſelves 


heaven. Our light affiition, which is but for a moment, 
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ſelves, whatever the preſent aſpect of things may be: And 
therefoie it muſt be our wiſdom to take the very worſt 
into our reckoning, whether ever it ſhould actually come 


to be our lot or not. It will be no uncomfortable diſappoint- 


ment to find our paſſage more eaſy than we expected; 
but the trial will be very ſhocking, to be called out to 
reſiſt unto Blood, without our having ever deliberately reck- 
oned upon it. 

Secondly, Thoſe, who would engage in the ſervice of 
Chriſt, ſhould not only count the coſt, but alſo, Whether 
they have ſufficient to finiſh it. This is to be put into the 
other end of the ſcale. True religion will not coſt us a 
little; but what have we to anſwer this expence? Have 
we ſufficient to finiſh it ? This may take in three enqui- 
ries, whether we have ſufficient encouragement to finiſh 
it? Whether we have ſufficient ability? And, whether we 
have a hearty purpoſe and reſolution to go through 
with it ? 

1. Beſides the coſt, it is fit to be conſidered on the other 
hand, whether there be encouragements or motives ſufficient 
in reaſon to induce us to be at this coſt, that we may finiſh 
it? willit be worth our while? will it quit coſt, when it is 
done? And here, if we will take the teſtimony of God in his 
word, the bleſſed end and iſſue of a chriſtian courſe infinitely 
exceeds all the pains and conflicts, and exerciſes we can be 
obliged to in it. We have the greateſt reaſon to be fed 
unmoveable, and always abounding in the work of the Lord, 


for as much as we khow that our labour ſhall not be in 


vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. If a ſinful courſe be 
ary, to depraved nature, yet it muſt end in everlaſting 
ruin : If the chriſtian life, eſpecially at the firſt change, be 
hard to fleſh and blood, yet it will ſoon be at a period, and 
endleſs happineſs ſucceed. He that ſowerh to his fleſh, ſhall 
of the fleſh reap corruption; but he that ſoweth to the ſpi- 
vit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting, Gal. vi. 8. No 
-man ſhall be a loſer for any ſervice or ſelf-denial for Chriſt. 
Good men will ſoon reft from their labours, and their 
wor ke will follow them. And it we are called out to ſuffer- 
ings for rigreouſneſs ſake, great ſhall be our reward in 


will 
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31 
will work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. And therefore we have reaſon 
upon this head, to make the ſame reckoning as the apoſtle 
Paul did, Rom. viii. 18. I reckon, ſays he, that the ſufferings of 
this preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the Gl: 
which ſhall be revealed in us. This we ſhall reap, if we 
faint not. What proportion do the greateſt difficulties or 
hardeſt duties of chriſtianity bear to this crown of glory? 
What are the pleaſures of ſin, which are but for a {caſ. n, 
to the pleaſures at God's right hand for evermore ? Can we 
think much of the ſharpeſt ſtruggles with the powers of 
darkneſs, with a preſent evil Worid, or with our own bad 
hearts, when our warfare wiil be {o ſoon accomp iſhed, 
and the greateſt recompences are aſſured to him that over- 
cometh ? What if the thread of life ſhould be cut by the 
cruelty of perſecutors a few years ſooner, than it might 
be expected in the courſe of nature, as long as we are aſ- 
ſured, that if we ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo reign with 
him ? 2 Tim. ii. 12, 

And belides this bleſſed end of our faith and hope, there 


is at preſent the refreſhing teſtimony of a good conſcience, - 


h ch will attend us in wiſdom's ways, that will leſſen 
the difficulties, and ſweeten the ſervices and ſufferings of 
our courſe: A conſciouſneſs of the diſcharge of our 2 
the hope of acceptance with God, through Chriſt, and 
the freedom of acceſs to him. This, even now, will make 
wiſdom's ways to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and will enable 
us to rejoice in tribulation, 2 Cor. i. 12. 

2. We ſhould count, whether we have ability ſuffici- 
ent for finiſhing our work, and for going through all the 
expence we may be put to in it? And here 

1. We mult be convinced, that we are by no means a- 
ble of our ſelves to do it. We are not ſufficient of our 


ſelves, to think any thing as our ſelves, 2 Cor. iii. 5. With- 


out Chriſt (ſeparate from him, who is the root, while 

we are the branches) we can do nothing, Fohn xv. 5. We 

are in our lapſed ſtate come to be without ſtrength. The leaſt 

and eaſieſt duty will be but ill performed, if we depend 

only upon our ſelves. Much leſs can we expect to acquit 

our ſelves well by our own "FR in very ſelf-denymg 
8 


exerciſes, 


—— 
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exerciſes, in peculiar times of trial, in our conflicts with 
the old ſerpent, with principalicies and powers ; eſpecially 
when we have a falſe part within our ſelves, ready to ſide 
with external temptation. It is of the greateſt conſequence 
to our doing well in our work and war fare, that dur 
minds be fully impreſſed with a ſenſe of our own weak- 
neſs and inſufticiency, that we may not truſt in our ſelves; 

tor he that truſteth in his own heart is a fool. But 
2. We ſhould reckon upon the grace of Chriſt, and the 
aids of the holy ſpirit, as every way ſufficient to erable 
us to finiſh our courſe. Though we are not ſufficient of 
our ſelves, yet we have 4 ſufficiency of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
There is ſtrength and grace enough to carry us through 
all, ready to be communicated to every humble, diligent, 
and ſincere chriſtian. If we are ready to give way to de- 
{pondency from a ſenſe of the deccitfulneſs and unſlea- 
dineſs of our hearts, and the {oils we have received in our 
Warfare; let us hear with reviving hope what Chiift ſays 
to Paul, when a meſſenger of Satan had aſſaulted him, 
My grace is ſufficient for thee; for my ſtrength is made per- 
feet in weakneſs, 2 Cor xii. 9. Ihe ſtrong man armed 
may be diſpoileſIed and conquered, when a ſtronger than 
he comes in to our ail. And though we are called to 
wreſile not meerly againſt fleſh and blood, weak enemies, 
but againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers 
of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places; yet we ſhall not find it an uneq al or unſucceſe- 
ful comtat, if we be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might,, Eph. vi. 10, 12, Though St. Paul was en- 
gaged in very difficult ſervices, and expoſed to variety of 
ſufferings; yet he was ab'e to fay, I can do all things, 
through Cl riſt, which ſtrengtheneth me, Phil. iv. 13. All 
fulneſs dwells in him as our head, that we may receine 
out of it grace for grace. This help and grace we are 
taught mot immediately to expect from the holy ſpiric, 
whoſe province it is to help our infrmities, Rim. viii. 26. 
And if we are faithful, we are allowed to reckon upon 
this, that as our days, ſo ſhall our ſtrength be, Deut xxxüi. 
25. Now though we have not a ſufficient furniture in 
cur own hands to enable us to fis iſh our chiiſtian — 
well, 
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well, yet if it is in readineſs for our uſe in another hand, 
and we are directed where to apply for it, and how to 
obtain it, 'tis fully as much for our advantage, as if we 
had it our ſelves; and more, becauſe it is in ſafer hands 
than our own, and under the direction of infinite wiſdom 
to be ſeaſonably communicated. 

This is a ſecond thing to be conſidered, whether there be 
ſufficient proviſion to enable us to finiſh our work. But 
one thing farther is neceſſary to be inquired into alſo 

3. Whether we have by the grace of God a hearty pur. 
poſe and reſolution to go through with our work in reli- 
gion: Whether our hearts are brought fully to conſent to 
Chriſt's terms upon the conſideration of them ; and it be 
our ſettled determination in the ſtrength of divine grace 
to adhcre to Chriſt and our duty, whatever it may coſt 
us Whether we like and agree to the way to heaven, as 
deſcribed in the goſpel, and we are purpoſed rot to offend 
againſt the aws of Chriſt in any known inſtance, but to 
hear him in all he ſays, and obey him in all he requires, 
and ſubmit to him in all the tria's to which he ſhall put 
our fidelity? Our own reſolutions in themſelves are by no 
means ſufficient to carry us through; and if we make 
them without a dependence on the grace of Chriſt, they 
will eaſily fail us in a time of trial, and bring ſhame up- 
on our ſelves and our profeſſion. Peter was a fad inſtance 


counting the Coſt, 53 


of that, Though all men ſhould be offended (ſays he to 4 


Chriſt) becauſe of thee, yet I will never be offended, Mart. 
XXvi. 33. And, yet that very night was ſo far offended, . 
as ſhamefully to deny him thrice, Ver. 69, c. But this 
does not at all take off the neceſſity and obligation to form 
delibera'e reſo'utions for God: it only teaches us, that 
we muſt not truſt to them alone, but to him, who is 
able to keep us from falling. Though vigorous purpoſes 
of a4hering to God are not ſufficient for our ſecurity; yet 
wh-re there are no ſuch purpoſes, there is no room to 
expect that men ſhould finiſh wel. Without a heart thus 
{-t and engaged, we can have no title to the conduct and 
protection of divine grace. And therefore we find gocd 
men thus engaging themſelves for Ged. I have ſworn, 
lays David, and I will * it, that I will keep 7 4 
3 mg 
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righteous judments, Pf, cxix. 106. And thus St. Paul, in 
the view of great exerciſes and ſufferings for Chriſt's 
_ ©uuſe, ſummons up his ſoul to a ſettled point of reſoluti- 
on, AF. xx. 22, 23, 24. Now behold, I go bound is the 
ſpirit unto Feruſalem, not knowing the things that ſhall befall 
me there ; ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, 
ſaying, that bonds and aſflictions abide me. He lived ex- 
pecting ſome ſufferings tor Chriſt's ſake, but he knew not 
of what kind they would be. However on ſuppoſition of 
the loſs of life it ſelf, he was determined. But none of 
theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear unto my 
ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy. He was even 
a martyr in reſolution, ſo that he might but finiſh well. 
This therefore we are all concerned to enquire into, whe- 
ther we have ſincerely and unreſervedly entred our fouls 
into the bonds of Gcd's covenant, for every duty, and <= 
gainſt every ſin, to achere to Chriſt in all weathers. It 
we have in truth done th's, and carneſtly implore his grace, 
we ſhall find that we have ſufficient to finiſh our chr. ſti- 
an work. 


II. I proceed to offer ſome directions, as to the moſt 
proper way and manner of managing this reckoning to ad- 
vantage. | ; 

1. It ſhould be done with deliberation, an] a very ſe- 
rious temper of mind. A light and careleſs frame will 
manage this exerciſe to very little purpoſe. We muſt {i 
down, and make this eſtimate as a matter of the greateſt 
moment, and of ſome difficulty, which requires time, and 
Pains, and retirement to go through it weil. It ſhould be 
done in private, when our thoughts are freeſt and moſt 
compolcd. 

2. It ſhould be done with the utmoſt impartiality, and 
uprigh-neſs of mind. We ſhould be concerned, that we 
may not be under any corrupt biaſs in making our reck- 
oning ; that we may not cover and skreen any ſin, bc- 
cauſe it is a favourite; nor let {lip any duty, which Chriſt 
12{1ts upon, becauſe jt is ungrateſul to fleſh and blood. 
We ſhouid not flatter ou: ielves, becauſe we may be at 
prel:at in peac. ful times with the church of God, thai a” e- 
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fore we ſhall never be called out to ſufferings for a good 
cConſcience; but we ſhould ſuppoſe the worſt. We. ſhould 
ſet the coſt, and the proviſion for defraying it, the one 
7 . over-againſt the other, as the ſcripture does. If we con- 
ſider the difficulties, and the ſeli-denial only, we ſhall be 
liable to diſcouragements, If we take a view only of the 
> excellency of the prize, and the grace offered to enable 
us to reach it, we may flatter our ſelves with vain hopes, 
which will never be accompliſhed without our being at 
the expence required. In this whole matter, let us act as 
under the view of God, with a cloſe attention to the 
ru'e, and a cautious fear of miſtake in a matter of ſuch 
Importance. | 

3. It will be our wiſdom at times to review the reck- 
oning we have made; as apprehenſive, there may be 
ſome things we have overiook'd or miſtaken, which after- 
enquiri s may be ſet right: Belides, that by this means our 
judgments well become more confirmed, and our minds 
more fully ſatisfy'd in the true ſentiments we have form- 
ed. As an accomptant upon the review of that which 
he has caſt up may either diſcover ſome flip he has made, 
or elſe beceme more fully aſſured of the jutneſs of his 
account. By this means we |} all be able to gi no in our way 
to heaven, with more pleaſure and inward ſatis faction, and 
be the more eſtabliſhed againſt every thing which would 
turn us out of that way, 

4. Whenever we {ct our {elves to enquire into the mind 
of God in theſe matters, we ſhould earneſtly beg light aud 
direction from above, from the father of lights, from the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation ; that he will lead us into 
all truth, ſhi w us the things of Chriſt, and effectually pre- 
ſerve us from fatal and ruicous miſtakes. 

It remains, that | 


a 


III. I ſhould propoſe ſome conſiderations, to evidence 
that thoſe, who think of becom ng Chriſt's diſciples, 
are concerned ſeriouſly to make ſuch a recken'ing. And 
I ſhall offer none, but juch as may be collected from the V 
text it ſelf. 


*. "I, We 


4 \ 1. We do ſo in our common affairs, and therefore ſhould 
much more do ſo in this. This is plainly, as was obſerv- 
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ed in the beginning, our Saviour's end in bringing in this 
alluſion. Take men in their ſeveral outward concerns, 
and they would be eſteem'd very imprudent, if they did 


not act in this manner. A builder will caſt up the ex- 


of his undertaking, and whether he is furniſhed to 


/ anſwer them. A wiſe merchant, when he deals abroad, 


will account the hazards he muſt undergo, and what his 
commodities coſt him; and whether the returns he is like 
to make will be worth his while, and what probability 
he has of ſucceſs. And ſhould not we act thus iv reli- 
ion? 
7 It is a matter of far higher concern. Our projects for 
preſent things are meer trifles, compared with the con- 
cern we ought to have for our fouls and eternity. What 
ſhall it — a man to gain the whole world, and loſe his 
own ſoul? Mat. xvi. 26. If we miſcarry in the wo Id, 
yet it may be well with us for ever; but if we deceive 
our ſelves in the terms of ſalvation, or the way to attain 


it, it will be a miſtake not to be retrieved after death, and 


for which nothing can compenſate. Certainly then there 
is much more reaſon to proceed with thought and de- 
liberation here, than in any of the concernments of this 
| life. — 

And yet here we may proceed with greater certainty 
in our reckoning, than we can in our temporal views. 
When we have made our eſtimate in worldly mattcrs, 
a thouſand unforeſeen accidents may be ffle all our hopes, 
and ſpoil the beſt concerted undertakings. Every delign 
for time is ſubject to ſuch diſappointments ; and yet men 
conſider and reckon upon probab:lities. But in chriſtiani- 
ty we have ſurer meaſures to proceed by, Our work and 
duty, and difficulties, and utmoſt expence are pointed to 
in the plain and ſafe rule of the word of God: Tho' we. 
know not what ſufferings may await us, yet we can meet 
with no worſe than we are warned there to expect. And 
in the ſame revelation we have the promiſe of God to in- 
ſure our good ſucceſs at lat in the way of duty, and to 
aſcertain us of all that is needful to carry us through, if 
I we 
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we are but ſincere and upright. We need not defire more 
than that which the apoſtle has left us: Who ſhall ſepa · 
rate us from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or di- 
ſtreß, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or 
fword? Nay, in all theſe things we are more than conque- 
rors, through him that loved us. For I am perſuaded, 
that neither death, nor lſe, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth 
nor depth, nor any other creature ſhail be able to ſeparate 
us from the love of God, which is in Chyift Feſus our Lord, 
Rom. viii. 35, 37, 38, 39. Here therefore we have much 
more encovragement and foundation to enter upon Aa 
reckoning, thin where our grounds are doubtful ard un- 
certain. 

2. If, when we have taken upon us the profeſſion of 
chriſtianity, we neglect to count the coſt, and whether we 
have ſufficient to finiſh it, we ſhall be in danger of apo- 
ſtacy z whereas the performance of this duty will be a 
means to prevent it. This is implied in Ver. 29. Leſt 


haply, after he hath laid the foundation, he be net able to 9 * 


fiſh ic. 

If we ſhould neglect this duty, we ſhall be in danger of 
being ſeduced by the ſubtilty of thoſe who lie in wait to 
deceive, and ſo of miſcarry ing at laſt. If we are not prepared 
for them by a careful ſearch into the mind of God, we ſhall 
lie open to the influence of deſigning men in a thouſand 
caſes, which may be of the greateſt danger to us; and be 
pravailed upon to make ſhipwreck of faith, and of a 
good conſcience too: While the diligent chriſtian, who 
has not taken up religion at random, or upon truſt, but 
out of his Bible, will be proof againſt their infinua- 
tions. a 

And we ſhall ſtill be in farther danger, if we have not 
ſet out wich the making of ſuch a reckoning, in caſe of 
the approach of ſufterings. Such not having root in them- 
+ ſelves, may be expected only to endurefor a while; for when 
tribulation or perſecution ariſeth, becauſe of the word, by 

c and by they are offende.l, Mat. xiii. 21. Sufferings are a 
ſurptize to them, becauſe they did not reckon upon them; 
and ſo they are not provided for them. They fly off from 

Chriſt, 
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Chrift, when they meet with ſomething for his ſake, 


which they did net look for. Moſes behaved in another 
manner, becauſe he had made an eſtimate, of the coſt, and 
what was ſufficient to finiſh it, Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26. By 


faith, when he was come to years, he refuſed to be called 


the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter ; chuſmg rather to ſuffer af- 


flicon with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 


of ſm for a ſeaſon, But how came he to make this choice? 
It was upon ba'ancing the coſt, and what he had in view 
to defray it: ſo it follows, eſteeming (or counting, as the 
word ſiguifies,) the reproach of Chriſt, greater riches than 
all the treaſures of Egypt; for he had reſpect unto the re- 
compence of reward, 

3. Apoſtacy after promiſing beginnings will iſſue in 
univerſal reproach and contempt, left, not being able to 
finiſh it, all that behold him begin to mock him, ſaying, this 
man began to build, and was not able to finiſh, When 
Satan, by this means, has made him his prey, he'll be his 
derifion. Wicked men will ſecretly contemn him, tho? 
they may ſeem outwardly to applaud him; as either a fool 
at firſt in meddling with religion at all, or a fool at laſt 


in loſing the things he had wrought. And though good 


men cannot make a mock of his fin, yet an apoſtate is 
eminently one of thoſe wile qr who in their eyes is 
contemned. God himſelf will have him in derifion, and 
mock when his fear cometh. But by none at laſt will 
be be more ſeverely cenſured and ched, than by his 
own conſcience, when it comes to be thoroughly rouſed 
and awakened; as it will be in another world, if it be 
not in this, 

- I ſhall now draw to a concluſion with a few refle- 
ctions. 

1. We may infer the excellency of religion above the 
ways of ſin, from this demand which our maſter makes 
to examine it before we enter upon it. Thoſe, who have 
had a ſober education, would never enter upon the ways 
of ſin, if they did not run head-long, if they would be 
r to conſider: But they go fraighrwoy upon the 

urry of a temptation, the motion of their luſts, or the 


ſollicitation of a wicked companion, 4s an ox mm 
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the ſlaughter, or a fool to the correction of the flocks: Till 
a dart ſtrikes through their liver, as a bird haſteth to the 
ſnare, and knows not that it is ta his life, Prov. vii. 22, 
23. Sinners venture, becauſe they will not conſider their 
later end, nor the wages of ſin, The devil would have 
no ſubjects, if men would but in earneſt count the coſt, 
But Chriſt puts in the faireſt claim in the world to us; he 
would have none to engage in his ſervice, without ſeri- 
ouſly weighing his claim, without conſidering the hardeſt 


part of their ſervice; and if his offers are not ſufficient 


to balance theſe, he would not have them become his 
ſubjects blindfold. This may convince us of the excel- 
lency of religon. Nothing keeps men in the ſervice of 
ſin, or from the ſervice of Chriſt, more than the want 
of ſerious conſideration. Which then beſt becomes a rea- 
ſonable creature? 


2, Let thoſe who are growing up into the world, and 


come to a tolerable uſe of reaſon, be perſuaded to fir 
down, and ſeriouſly to conſider the demands and the of- 
fers of Chriſt; and thereupon to chuſe whom they will 


ſerve. Flatter not your ſelves on the one hand, that 


he will abate of a ſincere compliance with the demands 
of his goſpel. But remember on the other hand, that he 
is not like thoſe rigorous task-maſters, who required brick 
without ſtraw and without wages. He calls you to no- 


thing, but what he is ready to furniſh and enable you 
for, and what he will make you unſpeakable gainers by in 


the end. Lay then in the balance deliberately and impar- 
tially what he requires, and what he promiſes; and there- 
upon chuſe, whether you will embark in his ſervice or 
no. Foſhua, when he was near his end, called all the 
people of Iſrael to this. While he tells them his own 
determination, upon the moſt deliberate conſideration and 
trial of of God's ſervice, As for me and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord; he calls upon them, Chuſe you this day, 
| whom ye will ſerve, Joſh. xxiv. 15. And when the peo- 
ple's anſwer ſeemed to expreſs as full a determination, 
that they would ſerve the Lord, as he had expreſs'd in 
his own caſe; leſt this ſhould be haſtily formed, and with- 
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out juſt conſideration, he repreſents the difficulty of ſerv- 
ing him acceptably in the ſtrongeſt terms: Te cannot 
ſerve the Lord; for he is a holy God, a jealous. God, &c. 
Ver. 19. This was only to lead them to conlideration, 
and to make their choice upon the matureſt thought: And 
by this means he drew them out to renew it upon the 
yiew of the ſtrict holineſs of God, and of the ſtrict ad- 
herence to him which was neceſſary on their part. The 
people ſaid to Foſhua, after the awful repreſentation he had 
made, Nay, but we will ſerve the Lord, Ver. 21, (5c. 
Thereupon he actually calls them to put away the ſtrau ge 
Gods, which ſtill remained among them; and then he ſo- 
lemnly entred them into covenant with God. This was 
Juſt like our Lord and maſter in the text. | 

Oh that you, who are young, would be perſuaded to 
think, and to think ſeriouſly of what Chriſt has to ſay to 


vou in order to your everlaſting welfare. This is the 


time of your choice for ſettlements in this worid ; I be- 
ſeech you let it be the time of your choice for another 
world. Let Chriſt have a fair hearing with you. Chri- 
ſtianity will bear the ſtricteſt examination. Chriſt calls you 
to examine it; and às you find it, to chuſe or refuſe. Let 
not a ſlothful temper keep you from the ſearch; let not 
other things of little moment ſhut out this: But eſpeci- 
ally ſuffer not any youthful luſt ſo far to biaſs you, as to 
make you afraid to come to the light, leſt your deeds 
ſhould be reproved. 

Conſider the indiſpenſible neceſſity of attending to his 
claims. He is the only ſaviour, and will never fave you, 
but upon his own terms. But his yoke is really eaſy, and 
his burden light, if compared with the reward, and con- 
ſider'd along with the grace, that you may have to qualify 
you for it. And if you take his yoke upon you in earneſt, 
praying for his grace, and eying the joy that is ſet before 
you; you'll find the hardeſt work of religion no tedious 
thing, but that in keeping his commands there is great 
reward; and that the longer you make trial of your ma- 
Ker, the better you will like him. 


3. You 


— 
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3. You, who are entred upon the credible Profeſſion 
ol chriſtianity, be very ſolicitous that you may finiſh your 
* courſe well, and not be turned out of heaven's way, after 
you have ſeemed to make ſome progreſs in it. This the 
text cautions againſt in pathetical terms. If you ſhould 
draw back, it would be unto perdition; you would loſe 
the things you have wrought; and if you have undergone 
any ſufferings, you would ſuffer ſuch things in vain. It 
had been much better you had never known the way of 
righteouſneſs, than afterwards to turn away from the holy 
commandment: Better for your own ſelves in the ac- 
count, and leſs to the diſhonour of God and your chriſti- 
an profeſſion. Let this therefore be much upon your 
hearts, that you may not ſhame your maſter, ſink your 
hopes, and loſe your crown at laſt. To this end, fre- 
quently review your eſtimate; renew and ſtrengthen your 
engagements and reſolutions to be the Lord's; be jealous 
of the leaſt decay of your holy love, or the loweſt inſtance 
of departure from God; watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation: And above all, ſee that you gain ground 
and make advances ; forgetting thoſe things that are be- 
hin 1, and reaching forth unto thoſe which are before; preſs 


torward toward the mark of the prize, Then you will ſo 
run as to obtain. 
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SERMON IV. 


The ſerious conſideration of a future 
Fudgment recommended to youth, 


Preach'd December, 25. 1721. 
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Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart chear thee in the days of thy youth; 
and walk in the waies of thy heart, and in 
the fight of thine eyes: but know thou, that 
for all theſe things God will bring thee inte 
Judgment. 


RED AT HALL I be owed to preface this diſcourſe 
with relating a paſſage concerning an acqua nt- 


s Fance of mine, who hath been many years 
00S 74 ſince dead out of our world, but which I re- 
ENS member to have received when young from 


bimſ f ? When he was an apprentice in this city, the ci- 
vil war began; His inclination led him into the army, 
where he had a captain's commiſſion, It was faſhion- 
able for all ſorts in that army to carry a Bible 3 

em; 
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them; which therefore he and many others did, who yet 
made little uſe of it, and had hardly any ſenſe of ſerious 
religion. At length being commanded with his company 
to ſtorm a fort, wherein they were expoſed for a little 
time to the thickeſt of the enemy's fire; when he had 
accompliſhed his enterprize, and the heat of action was 
over, he found a musket-ball lodged in his Bible, which 
lay in hs pocket upon ſuch a part of his thigh, that it 


mult neceſſarily have proved mortal to him, had it not \ 


been for this ſeaſonable and well-placed piece of armour. 


- Upon a nearer obſervation, he found the bullet had made 


its way fo far through his Bible, as to reſt dire&ly upon 
that part of the firſt unbroken leaf, where the words of 
the text lay. As the ſurprizing deliverance, you may ap- 
prehend, much affected him; ſo a paſſage, which his con- 
ſcience told him was very appolite to his own caſe, and 
which providence in ſo remarkable a way pointed to bis 
obſer vation, made the deepeſt and the beſt impreſſion on 
his mind; ſo that by the grace of God, from that time 
he minded religion in earneſt, and continued in the re- 
practice of it to a good old age; frequently makin 

the remark with pleaſure, how his Bible had been the 
vation of his foul and his body too. | 

Though you are not called by ſo extraordinary a me- 
thod, as that young gentleman was, to attend to this ad- 


monition; yet I am ſure you have all abundant reaſon to 


do ſo. Though it is not pointed out to you in particular 
by ſuch a ſpecial arrow ſent out of God's quiver ; yet as 
it lies in the word of God for the caution of all young 
people, and is now in this ordinary method of preaching 
offered to your conſideration, it claims, it deſerves your 
particular application of it to your ſelves. 

The deſign of Solomon in this book is plainly to ſhew, 
that men's purſuits and enjoyments in the preſent life are 
all vain and uncertain, and therefore not able to make em 


| truly happy. With this he begins, as the argument of 


his diſcourſe, ch. i. 2. Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher, 


| Vanity of vanities ; all is vanity. And in order to prove 
this, he runs through the principal delights of life; and 


ſhews others from his own experience, who had tried 
G 2 them 
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them all, and from plain marks of vanity attending them, 
that we muſt fall ſhort of happineſs, if we have nothing 
better than theſe theſe. In ch. ii. he reckons up mirth 
and wine; ſplendid houſes, well-ſtored vineyards and gar- 
dens, and pools of water; a pompous equipage, and nume- 
rous attendants; vocal and inſtrumental muſic; and the 
reſource, from which all theſe were to be ſupplied, abun- 
dance of gold and ſilver, and the peculiar treaſure of king: 
and provinces; and yet upon a full experiment, writes at 
the toot of the account, vanity and wexation of 23 ver. 
11. In the cloſe of his diſcourſe, ch. xii. 13. he directs 
us, on the other hand, to the only true way to happineſs; 
to fear God and keep his commandments, which he declares 
to be the whole of man. 

As this was the wiſeman's view in this book, to take 
men off a falſe ſcent after happineſs in preſent things, and 
to induce them to purſue it by religion ; ſo moſt of the 
paſſages, which occur through the whole, are ſubſervient 
to the one or the other of theſe ends. 

Thus, in the verſe before the text, ch. xi. 8. he had 
ſuggeſted two mortifying thoughts to qualify men's joy 
in any of their proſpects for time. If a man live ma 
years, and rejoyce in them all ; yet let him remember the 
days of darkneſs, for they ſhall be many. Put the cafe as 
advantagiouſly as may be, that a man ſhould enjoy a long 
life, and that long life be made very eaſy and comfortable; 

ct we have reaſon. for this memento, that the longeſt life 
— muſt come to an end, and then our bodies muſt lie 
a much longer time in the dark and ſilent grave, than they 
paſſed with eaſe and pleaſure in the world; for certain, 
the daies of that dar kneſs will be many: But beſide that dark 
proſpect of the grave, we are far from having reaſon to 
expect that we thall rejoice in all our future daies; it is 
much more likely, that all that cometh is vanity. Man's 
lite is not only vain, as he is mortal; but he has reaſon to 
expect, that he ſhall find vanity in one inſtance or another 
attending him in the remainder of life. 

In the text the royal preacher riſes to a much higher 
conſiderat on, a future reckoning for the works done in th? 
body; which he addreſſes peculiarly to young * 
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ſenſible they were molt apt to flatter themſelves with fine 
proſpects here, to give a looſe to their ſenſual inclinations, 
and at the fame time to put the awful day of account far 
away. Therefore to ſuch he makes his direct applicati- 
on, rejoyce, O young man, in thy youth, &c. 

Some interpreters underſtand the former part of the 
verſe, as a conceſſion of the lawful and innocent pleaſures of 
life; and the later part as only deſigned for a monitory 
check upon them, leſt they ſhould exceed due bounds in 
their enjoyment and uſe of things lawful. O. D. re- 
joyce, and welcome, in a lawiul way and a regular mea- 
ſure, in the good things of life which you enjoy; but 
then let your minds be always under the guard and ſecu- 
rity of this thought, that a reckoning-day 1s _— 

But I think, that ſome of the phraſes ufed in the former 
part of the verſe, are never taken in ſcripture in a good 
ſenſe ; particularly that of walking in the way of the heart, 
and the ſight of the eyes. We find an expreſſion juſt pa- 
rallel, directly oppoſed to the obſervance of God's com- 
mands, in Numb. xv. 9. That ye may remember all the 
commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye ſeek 
not after your own heart, and your own eyes, after which ye 
uſe to go a whoring. And walking after the imazinations 
of our own hearts, though a frequent ſcripture phraſe, yet 
has always, as far as I remember, an il] meaning. It-ap- 
pears therefore plain to me, that the former part of the 
verſe deſcribes the faulty inclination and tendency of 
youth; and the later ſets in view a great and momentous 
truth, which ſhould lead them to better and wiſer ſenti- 
ments. 

1. The faulty inclination and byaſs, to which moſt peo- 
ple are ſubject in their youthful daies, is deſcribed, Re- 
hoes, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart chear 
thee in the daies of thy youth; and walk in the waies of 
thy heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes. Some underſtand 
the words as ſpoken in the perſon of a ſenſualiſt, who 
placed his happineſs only in worldly good: This is the 
advice he would give to young people; while the wiſeman 
himſelf, on the other hand, gives him the advice that fo]- 
lows. It is certain. there is frequently ſuch a change of 
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perſons in this book. Others take the wiſeman to ſay 
this in a way of irony and ſarcaſm: Go on to act at this 
rate, it you dare, and ſee what the conſequence will be. 
Wh ch- ſoever of theſe waies we may judge moſt natural 
to take the words in, it will intimate much the ſame 
thing; that young people, whether by the influence of bad 
counſe lors, or the biaſs of their own bad hearts, are very 
apt to take ſuch a courſe, and act after the manner here 
deſcribed. 

2. We have a ſtrong admonition left to check and re- 
ſtrain this irregular inclination. But know thou, that for 
all thiſe things God will bring thee into juugment. A con- 
{1deration fit to ſtop their career; and ſufficient, if firm - 
ly believed and frequently conſidered, to diſpoſe them with 
the bleſſing of God to change their courſe, and engage 
in wiſdom's waies. > | 

Both of theſe deſerve a more particular conſideration, 


I. Here is an apt deſcription of the more ordinary diſ- 
polition of youth: And indeed it amounts to no better 
than what Sclomon declares in one word concerning child- 
hood and youth in the next verſe, that they are wanity. 
How ftands their inclination? Principally thus, to rejoice 
in their youth, to let their heart chear them in the daies 
of their youth, and to wall in the way of their hearts, and 
in the 71 of their eyes, The expreſſions may import 
ſeveral things, very viſible in the ordinary temper and con- 
duct of young perſons. 

1. They are very fond of mirth and jollity, without 
ſeriouſneſs. They have no notion of any thing better, 
than to rejoice, and let their heart chear them; to pals a- 
way their time in ſport and gaiety. To be chearful, and 
rejoyce in the good things which God gives us, in a pro- 
per pl.ce and in a due proportion, is very lawful and 
ſerviceable in all ages of life, and allowable, eſpecially in 
the natural briskneſs of youthful years. But it is an un- 
reaſonable and very faulty extreme, if recreation is madg 
the end of life, and amuſement one's principal buſineſs: 
If innocent pleaſantry upon occaſion grows up into an ha- 


bitual levity and continual froth : If a ſerious _— 5 
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ſtead of being choſen at ſome times, is carefully avoided 
at all times, it poſſible ; and when forced upon one, is e- 
ver dull and melancholy, and ſuch as ſeems to lie upon 
hand. This over - addictedneſs to mirth and pleaſure, is 
too often the turn of the volatile ſpirits of the young; 
to have them ſo ſcattered in gaiety, that they can hardly be 
recollected to cool and compoſed thoughts without uneaſi- 
neſs. Few young people can come into Solomon's maxim, 
Eccl. vii. 2, 3. It is bettor to go to the houſe of mourning, 
than to go to the houſe of feaſting ; for that is the end of 
all men, and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is 
better than laughter ; for by the ſadneſs of the countenance 
the heart is made better. 

2. They are prone to ſecurity upon the ſcore of their 
youth. The words may be conſider'd, as not only re- 
preſenting the time of youth as a ſeaſon commonly 
devoted to pleaſure, but as the ſubject of young peo- 

le's rejoycing, and that with which they chear their 

earts, It is without doubt a great talent and opportu- 
nity, if they are but ready to improve it: They are better 
prepared by quickneſs of capacity and memory, than thoſe 
of advanced years, to lay in furniture for future uſefulneſs; 
and are better able to lay out themſelves with vigour in 
active ſervice for God and their generation, if they are right 
ſet. But how few of the young, thus rejoyce in the 
ar of youth put into their hands! No, they rather va- 
ue it, as they are more capable of gratifying their ſenſu- 
al inclinations : And when they cannot avoid the admiſ- 
ſion of ſome ſerious thoughts, they chear themſelves with 
the thought of their youthful health and ſtrength, that 
yet it is but early daies with them, they have many years 
good; and therefore ſay to a kind monitor, to a ſoften- 
ing ſuggeſtion of the good ſpirit of God, to a ſtrong con- 
viction, the fame which Felix did to Paul, when his rea- 
ſoning upon righteouſneſs, temperance, and judgment to 
come made him tremble z Go away for this time; when I 
have a convenient ſeaſon, I will call for thee. Acts xxiv. 25. 

3. They affect to ſet up for their own maſters, and to 
be at their own diſpoſe: To walk in the way of their own 
heart, and not to be under any check or controul, Young 


4 people 


— 


68 The [onions conſideration of SERM. IV. 


ople preſently aſpire to the government of themſelves, 
fore they are capable of managing it. Inſtead of hear- 
ing the inſtruction of their father, and not forſaking the law 
of their mother, which is the advice, Prov. 1. 8. how ma- 
ny children are ready to fly in the faces of their parents, 
or to hearken to any ill adviſers rather than to them, tho' 
they have all the reaſon in the wor! to believe, that they 
truly defire their welfare? Or, when the providence of 
God {trips them of the advantage of their good parents, 
and they come to diſcern that they have not the op ne- 
ceſſary dependence on thoſe, whom their parents intruſtcd 
with the care of them, as they bad on their parents them- 
ſelves; how common is it for people in youth to fly out, 
to deſpiſe the moſt kind and diſintereſted advices, and to 
ſurrender themſelves the property of ſome ill-deſigning, 
vicious men, who egg them on to their vices, and flatter 
them in them to their utter undoing? Thouſands of 
youth have lived to repent, that they ventured to walk 
in the way of their own heart, before they had judgment 

to underſtand their way. 
4. When young people ſet up for themſelves ; inſtead 
of conducting themſelves by the rules of reaſon and reli- 
ion, they commonly proceed by the worſt rules that can 
choſen. Worſe and more unworthy rules of conduct 
can hardly be thought of, than thoſe here mention'd, rhe 
way of the heart, and the ſight of the eye; i, e. their own 
inclination, right or wrong, and the preſent appearance of 
things to ſenſe; the meaſures, by which the moſt 
ſenſual, looſe ſinners conduct themſelves. They chuſe not 
God for their guardian and guide; they ſay not to him, 
my father, thou ſhall be the guide of my youth: They have 
no concern, as orphans, to put themſelves into the hands 
of the common father. They make not God's 6 ge 
their meditation: That might make them wiſer than their 
teachers, than antient perſuns, who have not learned wiſ- 
dom from the word of God, Pſal. cxix. 99, 100. They 
eye not the candle of the Lord within them, conſcience : 
No, they endeavour to extinguiſh that. They weigh not 
the goodneſs or badneſs of their actions, in reference to 
the divine law, or the iſſue like to follow them by the 
b ſentence 
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ſeatence of that law. But they proceed according to the 
preſent agreeableneſs of things to their ſenſes and appetites 
and paſſions. Thus our firſt parents were firſt corrupt- 
ed; when the woman ſaw, that the forbidden tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleaſant to the eye, ſhe 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, Gen. iii. 6. And in 
the fame manner their poſterity are miſled ; eſpecially the 
young and inexperienced. 


II. A remedy is offered by the wiſeman, fit to reſtrain, 
or even to change the irregular biaſs, which is ordinarily 
ſo ſtrong upon young people. But know thou, that for 
all theſe things God will bring thee into judgment. This is 
a reaſonable curb, which you are called to put upon your 
diſorderly inclinations, 

In the conſideration of it, I ſhall 1ff, Be a little more 
particular in the matter to be known. 2dly, Shew, what 
may be imported in calling upon youth to know this, 
zaly, The fitneſs and force of this conſideration to engage 
the young to mind religion, and to fortify them againſt 
the temptations of life. 

Firſt, I would expatiate a little upon the matter to be 
known, That for all theſe things God will bring thee into 
judgment. The ſeveral words uſed carry their weight 
and emphaſis, and according deſerve particular atten 
tion. 

1. There is a judgment to come, wherein men are to 
give an account of themſelves. We may be reckoned 
with in part in this world, God ſometimes here makes 
himſelf known by the judgments which he executes: But 
he does not this conſtantly or ordinarily here; partly from 
his good-will to ſinners: He is long-(uffering, not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repent- 
tance, 2 Pet. iii. 9. And partly, that men may preſage 
from his preſent forbearance with moſt, that ſince he is 
a holy and righteous God, there muſt be a farther reck- 
oning to come. Every man's condition is made fixed and 
unalterable at death. After death comes a particular judg- 
ment, Heb. ix. 27. But there is a ſolemn day appointed 
at the conſummation of all things, for the whole world 
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to appear at the tribunal, and to receive a publick defini- 
tive ſentence either of abſolution or condemnation. 

2. It is God, who will bring men to this judgment. 
He, to whom all men ſtand neceſſarily and unavoidably re- 
lated and _ He, who has the moſt undoubted right 
to do ſo, will call us to an account as his creatures, his ſer- 
vants. He, who is perfectly acquainted with our caſe and 
character; whom we cannot deceive by ſpecious pretencet, 
from whom we cannot conceal our offences by privacy ; 
who knows altogether every thought in our heart, and e- 
very word in our tongue. He, who has power to bring 
the moſt unwilling fianer to his bar, and to execute his ſen- 
tence to the full. He, the eternal God, will bring us to 
zudgment. 

3- He is determined to call the young, as well as the old, 
to account. God will bring thee, O young man, into judg- 
ment. Young people may be ready to think, that they 
ſhall eaſily eſcape; that however God may deal with thoſe, 
who have had a great deal of ſpace for repentance and for 
minding their fouls, yet, if he ſhould cal them away in 
their younger daies, he will not be ſtrict to mark their ini- 

uities. Yes, Sirs, if you dye young, and dye in your 

s, you mult come to the bar as well as others. Solomon 
exprelly tells you ſo. And Sr. John, in his viſion of the 
Judgment-day, takes notice of ſuch as you ſtanding there, 
Rev. xx. 12, I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand be- 
fore God. 

4. You muſt account in the judgment for all theſe 
things. What things? It is true in the moſt general ſenſe, 
for our whole conduct. God will bring every work into 
judgment, Eccl. xii. 1.4. all the works done in the body, 
whether good or evil, 2 Cor. v. 10. Our words, our idle 
words, Matt. xii. 36. and even the ſecrets of all men, Rom, 
ii. 16. the ſecret intents and thoughts of the heart. But 
the wiſeman here particularly refers to thoſe things, which 
he had juſt deſcribed as the temper of youth: Thoſe things 
which they practice without thinking of an account, their 
youthful follies and luſts, which they indulge themſelves 
in at random, which they call feats of youth, and which 
pals over with them, as they come, without . 
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Theſe things, their inordinate joys, their preſumptuous 
ſecurity, their ſelf· conceit, their debaſing the man inte 
the brute, they muſt anſwer for at God's bar. The Pſal- 
miſt, ſa v need to put up a penitent prayer to God, that 
he would not remember the fins of his youth, Plalm 
xxv. 7. 

Secordly, We may conſider, what is imported in the call 
to the young to know this, that God will bring them into 
judgment. 

1. By this they are put in mind, that they are reaſon- 
able creatures. When Solomon had juſt before deſcribed 
them as too apt to act brutally, led on only by the inſti- 
gation of ſenſe and appetite ; here he intimates, that they 
ſhould remember they had a nobler principle to act by. 
But know thow. Though thou acteſt like the creatures, 
which have no underſtanding ; yet remember, thou art 
not like them. Thou haſt a ſuperior capacity : Thou haſt 
reaſon and conſcience to reſtrain and regulate thy ſenſual 
inclinations. Know thou, who haſt a capacity for it, that 
thou oughteft to be governed by a law; and that things, 
which appear pleaſant to the eye and the appetite, may 
be unworthy of the man, of the higher powers which thy 
maker has given thee. Skew your ſelves then men, 0 
tranſereſſors, Iſa. xlvi. 8. Be ye not as the horſe or the 
mule, which have no underſtanding, whoſe mouth miiſs bs 
held in with bit and bridle, Pfal. xxxii. g. 

2. By this they are called to make the principle of a 
future judgment, more a matter of knowledge to them- 
ſelves. There are many uſeful truths, derived both from 
natural light, and from reve'ation, in the minds both of young 
and old, which are not abſolutely diſcarded or diſclaimed 
by them; and yet their aſſent is very feeble, in proporti- 
on to the evidence they might have for them: It is ra- 
ther doubtful opinion with them, than knowledge or firm 
perſuaſion, and ſo is of little efficacy. Now we ſhould 
endeavour to have the principles of religion, whether na- 
tural or revealed, more firmly rooted in our minds, by a 
frequent ſerious review of the grounds of our perſuaſion 3 
eſpecially ſuch a neceſſary principle of all religion as this, 
that God will bring us to judgment. 
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3- He chiefly would call them to conſider this great 
truth, and to apply it particularly to themſelyes, and to the 
di: ection of their actions. Know this for thy good, Job 
v. 27. or as it is in the original of that place, Know this 
for thy ſelf. Then we know a truth to good purpoſe, 
when we know it for our ſelves. More truths miſs of 
their proper efficacy, for want of conſideration, and per- 
ſonal application, than from direct ignorance or downright 
unbeliet. And ſo does this in particular of a judgment to 
come. We know this for our ſelves, when in reterence 
to the deliberate actions we are about to perform, we en- 
quire, by the beſt light we can, whether they are good 
or evil, how they are like to paſs in the judgment; and 
chuſe or refuſe them accordingly : And when upon a re- 
view of our ſtate and actions, we accuſe or excuſe our 
ſelves in reference to them, as in the view of God, and 
of the final jndgment he will paſs upon them. 

Thirdly, The fitneſs and force of this conſideration to for- 
tify the young againſt the temptations of their life and age, 
to engage them to mind * betimes, is yet to be 
ſhewn. So it is here propoſed, as a preſcrvative againſt 
the temptations, to which youth is incident: And it is 
ſoon followed with an exhortation to early piety, ch. 
xii. 1. 

1. Even yon are liable to be called to judgment, with- 
out having any other time to prepare for it beſides the 
daies of your youth, Indeed, if you were ſure of long lite, 
it would be very unwiſe conduct to ſpend your youth in 
the ſervice of ſin; becauſe this muſt ſtrengthen the habits 
of vice, and make your recovery every day more difficult 
and doubtful: For kow ſhall they do good, that are accu- 
ſtomed to do evil? ſer. xiii. 22. It muſt be madneſs o 
make work for repentance, if we were ſure of it in age, 
when we ſhall need all the ſupports of religion to balance 
the unpleaſantneſs of thoſe evil days. How ur.comftcrtable 
muſt it be, to have the tins of youth, either in the natu- 
ral effects of them, or in remorſe of conſcience for them, 
to attend us when fleſh and heart are failing! 

But your caſe is ſtill farther hazardous. From rejoycing 


in your youth, from walking in the way of your hi art and 
in 
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in the ſight of your eyes, you may be immediately hurried 
to the tribunal of God, with as little warning as an old 
man. An unexpected accident may at once cut the thread 
of life. A raging fever, poſſibly brought upon you by 
your own extravagancies, may burn you into hell. Or a 
{weeping peſtilence may carry you, with thouſands of o- 
thers in your company, both young and old, quick into 
eternity. And what a fatal, aſtoniſhing ſurpriz: would it 
be to you, to find yourſelves at the bar of God recciving 
your unalterable doom, when juſt before you reckoned wp 
on many years to come, and had the reckoning-day far 
from your thoughts? Rom thou then, that thou muſt come 
to judgment, and poſſibly paſs to it from the prime of youth. 
Youth therefore, however you may flatter your ſelves, does 
not make you to be unconcerned in this argument. 

2. The temptations of life are uſually ſo ſtrong to young 
people, that they have peculiar need of ſuch a powerful 
and awakening preſervative. In your age appetites are 
vio ent, paſſions are ſtrong, judgment is weak, experience 
is. ſmall. In ſuch circumſtances you are entring upon a 
new world; it may be, juſt diſcharged from the imme- 
diate care of your parents, or of other good perſons, who 
watched for your welfare with fear and trembling. You 
are contracting new acquaintance, and it is well if you 
meet not with many to miſlead you. You are generally 
fond of trying new experiments; and thoſe are too,often 
dangerous riſques. In ſuch a caſe there is a peculiar fit- 
neſs in this thought, the moſt awful of all others, an ac- 
count to be given up to God tor all your actions, to lay 
you under reſtraints trom ruining your ſelves, and to pre- 
ſerve you Within the bounds of reaſon and religion, and 
of your true intereſt, your ever:aſting intereſt, You may 
meet with the judgment of ſome with whom you con- 
verſe, on the ſide of vice, or at leaſt ſoftening it, and put- 
ting fair colours upon it; ready to allure you to it, to be 
examples in it, and even to deride you, if you will not 
run into the ſame exceſs of riot: You have need then to 
be we'l armed with ſuch a thought as this; He that judges 
me is the Lord; How can I do this evil, and ſin againſt God? 
How can I anfwer for ſuch a ſinful compliance at his 
bar ? H 3. The 
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3. The proſpect of judgment is not only a proper ar- 
gument to your fear; but, as repreſented in the goſpel, a 
r to your hope alſo. If there were no hope 
of ing by any means in the judgment, it might be 

our wiſdom to ſhake off the thoughts of it, as long as 
| we can. But, bleſſed be God, a judgment-day may be a 
Joyful day. 

We muſt all be caſt indeed, if tried by the law of in- 
nocence. The beſt, the moſt ſober and regular, either 
young or old perſon, in this ſtate of imperfection, has 
rexſ6n to join in the Pſalmiſs prayer, Pſal. cxliii. 2. En- 

ter not into judgment with thy ſervant; for in thy ſight 
| ſhall no man living be juſtified. For the whole world is con- 
cluded ga re God. But by the grace of the goſpel 
there is room for pardon; though ſinners, We may ſtand 
in the judgment, it we are not impenitent ſinners. Pro- 
viſion is made by the blood of Chriſt for cleanſing us from 
all ſm, 1 Joh. i. 7. God has promiſed in the new cove- 
nant, that he will be merciful to our unrigbteouſneſſes, and 
our ſms and our iniquities he will remember no more, Heb. 
viii. 12. There is no condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Feſus, Rom. viii. 1. Whatever prodigals we have 
been, if by him we ariſe and return to our father, he is 
readier to receive us, than we are to return to him. If 
we judge our ſelves with truly penitent hearts, we 
ſhall not be judged, 1 Cor. xi. 31. If we confeſs and 
forſake our tins, we ſha!l find mercy; even the mercy of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at that day, and -unto eternal 
life. 

This Feſ#s, the Saviour, is to be our immediate judge. 
And while he will juſtly be terrible to his obſtinate ene- 
mies, he will be the joy of all his believing people. For 
when he ſhall be revealed from heaven, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and ovey not 
his Goſpel ; he will come to be glorified m his ſaints, 
and ad mired in all them that believe, 2 Theſſ. i. 7. — 10. 
A judgment to come then is the moſt inviting, as well 
as the moſt awakening argument, either to young or odd, 
to fly from the wrath to come, and to prepare to meet 
the judge of all, 
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For Application , I ſhall briefly addreſs my ſelf three 
ways. 

4 To all; earneſtly deſiring you to conſider and lay to 
heart this important truth, that for your whole conduct 
God will bring you into judgment. This nearly concerns 
you, whether you are young or old, whether you have 
behaved well or ill, whether you are yet ready or unready 
for this great event. Be perſuaded to believe this a reality, 
which is a truth founded in natural light, but made as 
clear as the ſunſhine by revelation. But eſpecially I would 
preſs you to make it the ſubject of your frequent and 
ſerious thoughts. Conſider, that 

Your neglecting to think of it, will not make your 
condition one jot better than it is in it ſelf, The reckoning- 
Gay is not really more doubtful, or more diſtant, becauſe 
you forget it. No; if you are yet in your fins, what- 
ever you do, our damnation flumbers not, Nor will your 
accounts be the eaſier, When you come to give them up, 
for your omitting to concern your ſelves about them. 
God ſurely will not be the more favourable, becauſe ycu 
would not trouble your ſelves to know how matters ſtood 
between him and you. And on the other hand, 

Your ſerious thoughts of this judgment-day are neceſ- 
ſary to your ſafety and confidence in it. This is the way 
to repentance and amendment, before it be too late; to 
place our ſelves as at the bar ot God by faich and medira- 
tion, and in ſuch a poſture to thin ſeriouſly on our wates, 
that ſo we may turn our feet unte his teſtimonies, Pſalm 
cxix. 59, And to have our accounts kept even, by a 
frequent and ſtrict examination of them at the bar of our 
own conſciences, will enable us to look forward to the 
bar of God with comfort, as ready to give up our ac- 
count there with joy and not with grief. 

2. | would apply to thoſe of the rifing age, whoſe paſt 
character and conduct has too much anſwered the deſcrip- 
tion of youth in the text. Have you chiefly affected a 
jovial and a gay life? Preſumed upon the ſecurity of your 
youth? And ſet up your own inclinations for your rule, 
inſtead of the fear and laws of God? Have you ag” 
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evil day far from you? Will you allow that candle of 
the Lord within you, your conſcience, to make a faith- 
ful report to your ſelves, as in the ſight of God, how 
the matter of fact ſtands? If your temper and humour 
hitherto have run in the vein deſcribed, know thou, O 
young, man or young woman, that for all theſe thing: 
God will bring thee into judgment. 

You have, in the forbearance of God, one admonition 
more of this matter : Will you mind it? It may be your 
2 or pious friends have often put you in remem- 

rance of the ſame thing, but without effect. Poſſibly 
you could not prevent your own conſciences from gi- 
ving you the memento ſometimes, but you have ſilenced 
them: And you may make a ſhift to forget this. What, 
if the next call ſhould be from this deſpiſed God himſelf, 
Give an accourt of thy ſtewardſhip, for thou mayeſt be n9 
longer fieward ? Or ſuppoſe at midnight a cry ſhould be 
made, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, your judge is at the 
door, go ye out to meet him. Can you chuſe, whether 
you ſhall obey the ſummons? Can you anſwer at his bar 
for your conduct? Can the goſpel it ſelf, which will be to 
you the rule of judgment, adminiſter any relief, while this 
is your courſe? Or can you bear the eternal anger of an 
unreconciled God? It to all this you muſt anſwer in the 
negative, is it not high time to make ſupplication to your 
judge, and to beg his mercy in the Lord Jefus Chriſt, be- 
fore the ſentence is executed? Should you not ſay from 
this time for ward, Lord, other lords have had dominion o- 
wer me, the devil, and my youthful luſts, and my vicious 
adviſers; I have aſſumed to be my own maſter ; but by 
thy grace for the future I will make mention only of thy 
name? I conſecrate the remainder of my youth, and what- 
ever portion of life thou ſhalt yet be pleaſed to allow me, 
to thee; aſhamed, that I have lived ſo long to my £1, 
and without thee in the world? Then God will admit you 
among his ſervants and children, he will be with you 
through life, and you may look forward to death and 
judgment with chearfulneſs and joy. 

3. I ſhall cloſe all with an addreſs to virtuous youth. 
Have you hither eſcaped the pollutions that are in -ry 
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world, through the knowledge of our Lord and Sa diour Fe- 
ſus Chriſt ? 

You have reaſon to be very thankful to God, who has 
made you to differ from the generality of young people. 
If vicious inclinations have only ven reſtrained by the 
biaſs which a good education has put upon you, and by 
the advantages of providence in _—_ you as yet from 
ſuch temptations as have been the ruin of others ; you have 
reaſon greatly to value this, as preventing many youthful 
fins, which would have been the grief of your friends, 
pernicious to the world about you, and would have put 
you much farther from the kingdom of God. But reſt 
not ſatisfied without a thorow and hearty ſurrender of 
your ſelves to God, and ſuch an effectual principle of re- 
ligion and goodneſs, as may entitle you to the ſpecial aſ- 
ſiſtances of God through your whole courſe, that your 
latter end may not be worſe than your beginning. 

If your hearts can bear you witneſs, that in your early 
daies you are thus fixed for God, that you have grown 
up before the Lord to be truly religious betimes ; this is 
a ſubjet of thankfulneſs, which-you will fee reaſon to 
enlarge your praiſes for more and more through every 
day of life, and moſt of all when you come to judg- 
ment. | 

Yet what you have heard to be the natural biaſs of 
youth, ſhould make you ſenſible of what is in your heart, 
and therefore ſtill fix you on your guard againſt temptations. 
And when moſt young people are ſet another way, it muſt 
be your wiſdom to be very cautious, whom you make 
your companions and aſſociates, leſt you ſhould receive 
infection from them; as many have done, who once 
made promiſing appearances, and thought themſelves ta 
be religious in earneſt. 

And ſince you will unavoidably meet with many tem- 
Ptations in a preſent evil world, both from within and from 
without; you ſhould arm your ſelves with the moſt live- 
ly and ferious and frequent thoughts of this future judg- 
ment as your preſervative. 

Endeavour to recommend wiſom's waies to other youth 
45 Mie, of pleaſantneſs. As pleaſure is their idol, you can 
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do nothing ſo likely to prevail with them to become the 
ſervants of God, as to ſhew them, that religion is not an 
enemy to true pleaſure, but a foundation for the greateſt 
and the beſt. Avoid therefore all moroſeneſs of behavi- 
our; lay not a ſtreſs upon ſuperſtitious and uncommand- 
ed auſterities, in the Mad of plain duty; but let your ſted- 
faſtneſs in the practice of that which is indiſputably good 
ſhew them, that religion anſwers your expectation. 

And in order to your ſecurity and progreſs, daily 
pray to God to turn away pour eyes from beholding 
vanity, and to ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen and ſeitle you by his 

ood ſpirit, that yo may be found without ſpot and blam:- 

s at the coming of our Lord Feſus, 
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E cc Es. xii. 1, (latter part of the verſe.) 


— pile the evil days come not, nor the 
gears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt A I have 
uo pleaſure in them. | 


HERE are few who are not conſcious of a 
PEAR deſire to live to old age; and moſt people 
are ready to flatter themſelves into an expe- 
TY Ration of a thing, which is ſo much in their 
SES) inclination. The young are apt to build 
much upon this proſpect. V hie many of them ſuffer 
themſelves to be impetuouſly carried away by their youth; 
ful luſts; if conſcience and the inſtructions they have re- 
ceived in a good education give them ſome diſturbance, 
yet they find means to lay all quiet by the hope of repen- 
tance, and of ſetting all to rights in the decline of life, be- 
tore they go off the 1 | 
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But if they would allow themſelves to think, they might 
ſoon be convinced, that the very hope of a long life is 

eſumption; vaſt odds are againſt any one that comes in- 
8 the World, that he will ever reach it. To lay any 
ſtreſs then upon an uncertain, and even an improbable e- 
vent, eſpecially ſuch a ſtreſs as to leave our everlaſting in- 
tereſts at a hazard, is perfect madneſs. 

But let us ſuppoſe, you ſhould have your expeRation, 
that it ſhould be your lot to be among the few, whoſe 
thread of life is lengthened out to a great extent in com- 
pariſon with others; yet the very ſeaſon which you ima- 
gine moſt convenient to attend to religion and .to begin a 
preparation for eternity, is in truth quite the contrary ; and. 
the proſpect of old age is itſelf a ſtrong argument for car- 
ly religion. So it is made uſe of here by Solomon. Re- 
member now thy creator in the days of thy youth, while the 
evi] days come not, nor the years 44 nigh, when thou ſhalt 

» I have no pleaſure in them. Becauſe declining years 
are evil days, and years, of which men, who, arrive at them 
are abliged to ſay, that they have no pleaſure in them; 
therefore it is an undoubted point of wiſdom to make re- 
ligion our buſineſs, before thoſe evil days come. This 
argument is to be our preſent ſubject. The apprehenſion 

the evils, with which life is like to be attended, F it 

uld be lengthened out to old age, is a ſtrong argument 
to early religion. And in the conſideration of it, 1 ſhall 
proceed on two heads. 


I. Give you ſome view of the diſadvantagious circum- 
ſtances of old age, upon account of which, declining years 
may be called evil days. 


II. Shew the reaſorableneſs of early religion upon this 
conſideration. 


T. I would lay the foundation of my particular addreſſes 
to the young at this time, in giving ſome view of the 
diſad vantagious circumſtances which commonly attend old 
age, by reaſon of which, declining years may be called evil 


days. Solomon particularly addreſſes this repreſentation of 
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age to the ſerious conſideration of youth; plainly intimating 
thereby, that it may be very profitable to thoſe, Who are 
not yet entred into the claſs of old people themſelves, to 
think beforchand, what that period of life is more or leſs 
to thoſe who arrive at it; and what it is like to prove to 
themſelves, if God ſhould ſpare them in life till that time. 

Ihe wiſe man deſcribes the latter years of men, as in ge- 
neral, years, when they muſt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them. 
Which often proves emphatically true in experience in va- 
rious reſpects, | | 

1. The things, in which once they took the greateſt 
pleaſure, may be withdrawn by that time, or rendred ve- 
ry uncomfortable. This proves frequently the caſe of the 
?ped in o>vious experience. Few live many years in this 
parting world, but they find themſelves berexwed of a 
great number of pleaſant friends and agreeable relations, 
who have gone before them to their long home, and have 
left them for intimates almoſt alone in the earth. Such as 
once were their delightful companions, or the ſtricteſt part- 
ners of their joys and ſorrows, are no more in this world. 
Or their dear children, once the chearful olive-plants round 
about their table, who were the deſire of their eyes and the 
hope of their age, are, it may be, laid in the grave before them, 
and they are written childleſs; with this thought left them, 
I ſhall go to them, but they ſhall not return to me. Or 
poſſibly, which is yet ſtill worſe, their beloved offspring, 
by their undutifulneſs and extravagancies, may be bringin 
their grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. Sometimes alſo 
their woridly circumſtances are abridged, when they have 
moſt need of ſupport. Thus, the things, which in for- 
mer periods of lite principally miniſtred to their pleaſure, 
are often withdrawn and gone, by that time the ſhadows 
of the. evening are come upon them. 

2. The p'eaſure they might take in active life ceaſes, by 
their being diſabled for it. The capacities of the mind 
cannot exert themſelves as formerly, through the indiſpo- 
ſition of the bodily organs by which they act, and the de- 
fect of the animal ſpirits. The memory uſually decays. 
The limbs grow hervy and tiff, and a liſtleſſneſs for acti- 
on naturally creeps on. They either become . 
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of converſation, or dead to it. And thoſe, once moſt buſy 
upon the ſtage of life, either care not how little they do, 
or cannot accompliſh what they detire to do, how ſtrongly 
ſoever inclined to it. How little can the beſt diſpoſed do at 
ſuch a time, either to ſerve God, or themſelves, or their 
generation! Indeed they rather need the conſtant aſſiſtance 
of others, than can give any; and muſt often be rather 
at the pleaſure of others, than at their own diſpoſal. So 
true a deſcription is that, of the ordinary difference be- 
tween youth and age, which indeed Chriſt delivers to 
Peter in reference to his particular circumſtances, Foh. xxi, 
18: Verily. verily, I ſay un'o thee, when thou waſt young, 
thou girded'ft thy ſelf, and walked'ft whither thou wouldeſt : 
but when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhait ſiretch forth thine 
hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldeſt not. 

3. The plcaſures, which for the matter of them re- 
main, are uſually imbittered, and can be little enjoyed, be- 
cauſe they are called off to attend to growing infirmities, 
Afflicti ve pains and aches uſually come thick, and all the 
uneaſineſſes of a breaking conſtitution, which make wez- 
riſom days and weariſom nights. Dijcaſes, which were 
before occaſional, become now habituzl and fixed ; and al- 
moſt every part is affected with ſome malady or other. 
In ſuch a caſe as this, how little enjoyment can a man 
have of the comforts he is poſſeſſed of? As, ſuppoſe of 
his plentiful treaſures, or even of the ſociety of faithful 
friends, or agreeable relations, or dutiful children, tho' they 
ſhould yet be by the way with him? Pain, and ſickneſs, 
and nature tending toward a diſſolution, imbitter all. 
4. The pleaſures of ſenſe become dull and inſipid, by 
the leſſening of natural ſtrength and ſpirits, the abatement 
of bodily appetite, and the failure or blunting of the ſenſes. 

The two laſt particulars are moſt elegantly repreſented 
by Solomon, in ſeveral verſes after the text *. 

Ver. 2. The ſun and the light and the moon and the 
ſtars are darkened, They appear more dim and obſcure 
than formerly they were wont to do, not from any de- 
cay or diminution of their luſtre, but from a failure in 

* See Biſhop Patrick's Paraphraſe. 
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our eye to perceive them. The clouds return aſter the 
rain. One infirmity diſcovers itfelf after another; ſo 
that a man never enjoys fair weather long together. 
Ver. 3. The keepers of the howſe tremble. By which we 
are probably to underſtand the arms and hands, which 
were uted to defend the body from danger ; theſe are in- 
feebled, ir may be, by the ſhock of a palſy, or by the 
mere failure of the ſpirits. The ſtrong men bow themſelves. 
The back and ſhoulders, which are the ſtrength of the 
body, begin to bow and bend downwards: And the ſtrong 
ſinews in every part grow ſtiff and feeble. The grinders 
ceaſe, becauſe they are few. The teeth are many of them 
drop'd, and the reſt diſabled from performing their office. 
Thoſe that look out of the windows are darkened. The de- 
cay of the eye-fight being commonly one of the earlieſt 
ſymptoms of decaying nature, and at the ſame time one 
of the moſt affecting. the ſacred writer touches upon that 
again. As he had deſcribed it before by the abatement of 
the agreeable luſtre of the light; ſo here by the decay of 
the ſenſe it ſelf; which is the ſenſe that of all others 
gives moſt notices to us from the world about us. 
Ver. 4. The doors are ſhut in the ſtreets, when the ſound 

of the grinding is low. The doors of the lips fall in by 
the loſs of teeth, and the voice becomes low and indi- 
ſtint, He riſes up at the voice of a bird. The * of 
nature is ſo ſar ſpent, that his reſt is eaſily diſturbed by 
the ſlighteſt noiſe. And all the daughters of muſick are 
brought low. i. e. The ears, which were uſed to be grate- 
fully entertained with muſick and harmonious ſounds, 
are become dull and dead to ſuch delights. This is like 
old Barz:llai's deſcription of himſelf, 2 Sam. xix. 35. 1 
am this day fourſcore years old, and can 1 diſcern between 
good and evil? can thy ſervant taſte what I eat or what 
I drink ? can I hear any more the voice of ſinging men 
and ſinging women: 
Ver. 5. He is afraid of that which is high, and fears 
are in the way. His ſpirits are ſo low and feeble, that he 
is feady to ſhew a timorouſneſs upon every flight occa- 
ſion. The almond-tree flouriſpes; the grey hairs increaſe, 
an early ſign of nature tending to decay. The graſhopper 
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is à burthen. The lighteſt weight is felt; the ſmalleſt 
affliction is ready to overſet him, And deſire fails. He 
has very little taſte remaining for any enjoyment of lite. 


Becauſe he goes to his long home. Becauſe he feels nature 


ebbing out, and he has an immediate proſpect of death 
approaching. Which diſſolution of nature, as to the ſe- 
veral vital parts, and their functions and operations, the 
wiſe man goes on to deſcribe in ver. 6. which leads me 
to one obſervation more, | 

5. The pleaſure of hoping, that there will be any change 
conſiderably for the better in this world rationally muſt 
ceaſe too. In other evils of life there may be ſome hope 
of better times and circumſtances, which greatly quilifies 
an exerciſe, and contributes to ſupport the ſpirits under 
it. In occaſional pains, during the vigour of life, there 
may be hope of the reſtoration of eaſe; or in a fit of ſick- 
neſs, that nature, by the bleſſing of God, may be able to 
overcome the diſtemper. But nature forbids an old man 
to entertain any great expectations in time. He knows 
his better days are ſenſibly over, that age itſelf is an in- 
curable diſeaſe, that he has no room to expect the miracle 
of renewing his youth, in a literal ſenſe. When the har- 
bingers of death are upon him; he muſt be altogether 
upid, if he ſees not that the day of his departure hence 
is coming. | 

Every aged perſon feels more or leſs of theſe things, 
and every young one ſees them in the old. Nor is the 
common period alter d ſince Moſess time. Pſalm xc. 10. 
The days of our years (ſuppoſing no accident, no mortal 
diſtemper of the many to which men are ſubject, to 
ſhorten them, but that men are ſuffered to go on to the 
length of nature's courſe ; ſuppoſing this, our years) are 
threeſcore years and ten; how very few indeed exceed that? 
but if, by reaſon of ſtrength, very uncommon ſtrength, they 
be fourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength labour and. ſorrow. 
The little remainders of ſtrength, which any then enjoy, 
ſcarce ſer ve for any thing more than to keep them a lit- 
tle longer in a ſtate of toilſome labour and ſorrowfrub' in- 
frmities, 
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This is the ordinary ſtate of old age. Now — 


TI. Let me ſhew the reaſonableneſs of early reli- 
gion upon this conſideration, before theſe evil days come. 
Moſt -young people are of another mind. They think 
the gratification of an unbounded appetite, and the indul- 
= of ſenſual pleaſures, better ſuited to the vigour of 
ife ; at leaſt that ſerious piety, and a cloſe and diligent 
application to all the duties of it, nee] not to be minded 
til theſe evil days come. To give a check to theſe mad 
ſentiments of thoughtleſs youth, Solomon, in the latter 
end of the laſt chapter, ſets the future ys Tg in their 
view. But know thou, that for all theſe things God will 
bring thee into judgment. Which I formerly conſidered 
on one of theſe occaſions. Here he uſes another argu- 
ment 3 he puts the young man in mind of old age, 

D. Thou careſt not to think of the future judg- 
ment, tho' that will certainly come. But thou wiſheſt 
for a long life, tho' that may never come. And yet if that 
* ſhould come, it will be an evil day. Remember then 
* thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before that evil 
day comes, which out of a fondneſs for this lite thou 
* wiſheſt may come.” And the force of the argument 
to engage to early piety from the evils uſually attending 
old age, is very great, if you will but ſeriouſly lay it to 
heart. I would now repreſent it to you in ſeveral parti- 
culars. 

t. This may be ſufficient to convince us, that ſenſible 
enjoy ments are not fit to be made our chief good. Since 
the pleaſure and ſatisfaction reſulting from them are ſo 
very ſhort-lived, They not only cannot profit us beyond 
the grave ; but they are not ſufficient to make us happy 
thro the few and evil days of our pilgrimage below. We 
may loſe any of them, or loſe the reliſh of any of them, even 
in the earlier time of life. But as death comes to work 
in us, tho' it ſhould make but a flow and gradual progreſs, 
yet before it makes execution, we are neceſſarily dying, 
to the pleaſures of life, by the decays of nature, though we 
ſhould not be mortified to them upon the principles of 
religion. Is this world then to be fixed upon for our portion 
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which even cannot ſatisfy us while we are in it, nor make 
us eaſy to the common period of human life ? Surely God 
would have made all men in vain, if they had nothing 
better to look for. Wou'd to God therefore, that young 
people had the wiſdom to think a little farther than th-y 
do! They deſire long life for the fake of world'y good, 
which in their youthful gaiety ſeems a great thing in 
their eye. But in that long life they wiſh for, the more 
it is lengthened out, the more they will feel themſe ves 
to be miſtaken in their expectations from it. You deſire 
long life ; but do you not find implanted in your natures 
a delire of immortality? Now can that give you any 
proſpect of happineſs beyond this life, which, if you make 
obſervations upon old people, you may ſee to be of little 
uſe or comfort to them in their declining days ? Since 
therefore vanity of vanities is written in the moſt legible 
characters upon all preſent good, it ſhould lead you to en- 
tertain ſerious thoughts of religion, which alone propoſes 
a ſolid comfort thro' the worſt hours of life, and brings 
life and immortality, or immortal life, to light. 

2, It muſt be moſt unwor thy of God, to put him off 
with the worſt part of life. To think of entering upon 
his ſervice, when we are ſcarce capable of any active ſer- 
vice at all; when our time and ſtrength have been worn 
out in the ſervice of ſin, and we are come to our evil 
days, ſuch as we can take no pleaſure in ourſelves. How 
unbecoming a treatment is this of the Majeſty in the hea- 
vens ! of him, in whom we live and move, and have 
our beings! who hath given us all our powers, and fur- 
niſhed us with all our talents ! Shall the devil and the 
fleſh have that part of life devoted to them, which alone 
deſerves the name of life; and God have no more than 
the refuſe, that which lies upon our hands, wherein we 
can do little and enjoy little? 1f ye offer the blind for ſacri- 
Ace, is it not evil ? and if ye offer the lame and ſick, is it 
not evil? offer it now to Fs governor ; will he be pleaſed 
with thee, or accept thy perſon, ſaith the Lord of hoſts? 

Mal. i. 8. How much lels aſſurance muſt there be of our 
acceptance in ſuch circumſtances, than if we return to 


our Father in the flower of time, when we chooſe _ 
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for life, and not only for diath ? The young would do 
well to remember, that their youthful capacities are as 
the male in their flock; and that God calls him a deceiver, 
and denounces a curſe againſt him, who, having a male in 
his flock, voweth and ſacriſiceth a corrupt thing to the Lord. 
Mal. 1. 14. | 

3. Theſe diſadvantagious circuraſtances of age make it 
highly improbable, that we ſhou'd be recovered to true 
repentance then, if we continue to ſerve fin thro' our 
better days, You may be ready to think, that when your 
youthtul blood is cooled, and the vigour of nature ſpent, 
you ſhall more naturally fall into ſerious thoughts, and 
without much difficulty bring your minds to attend to 
the intereſts of your ſouls, and a preparation for eteraity, 
to break off your fins by repentance, and engage in new- 


neſs of life. But experience1s cicar:y againſt you. There 


are few, very few inſtances of converts in old age; but, 
generally ſpeaking, the maſter that people ferve in their 
youth, they continue to ſer ve to their dying day, whe- 
ther it be God or the devil. Nor is this at all ftrange; or 
hard to be accounted for. The habit of ſinging, as all 
habits, becomes daily ſtronger by exerciſe, How will he 
do good, that is accuſtomed to do evil? Jer. xiii. 23. And 
tho' a capacity of gratifying youthful luſts may leave men 
in a great meaſure as they advance in years ; yet ther 
vices ſtill retain a hold in their affections and imaginations ; 
ſo that he who was filthy in youth, is commonly filthy 
in age too. The vicious taint ſtil! pollutes the heart, tho 
the effects of it may not be ſo obvious in life. It is alſo 
to be conſider d, that it is one of the diſadvantages natu- 
rally attending age, to be more {tiff and untractable, to 
be peculiarly tenacious: of ſentiments formerly enterta in- 
ed, to eſteem themſelves too wiſe to learn, and fitter to 
dictate to others, than to receive reproof or inſtruction 
from others. This makes their caſe more hopeleſs, if 
they have continued enemies to God and goodneſs through 
their former days, than the caſe of the young. The lat- 
ter are naturally more pliable, and capable of perfuaſion, 


The days of youth are emphatically the days of mens choice; 


ſo the original word is in the beginning of this verſe. 
1 Beſides, 
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Beſides, the infirmities of age render men very much in- 
diſpoſed for the application and pains that are neceſſary to 
A fund and thorough change of heart and life. And * fg 
can be little reaſon to expect God's extraordinary aids at 
ſuch a jun&ure, to ſoften a heart that has been continu- 
ally hardening thro' a long life, and that has obſtinately and 
frequently reliſted the kindly motions of the d:vine Spirit 
in a more promiſing ſeaſon. For you who are born. in 
God's bak and trained up in his courts, there is very 
little hope that you ſhould ever become wiſe unto falya- 
tion, if not in the former part of life. 

4. Early piety will prevent that increaſe of the calami- 
ties of age, which many bring upon themſelves by their 
own fins. Age has at the beſt unavoidable infirmities e- 
now attending it; you will be very unwiſe ir deed to add 
to them by indulging ſuch practices, as in the natural 
courſe of things muſt make the load of declining life much 
heavier. And yet this is evidently the fruit of intempe- 
rance, of incontinence, of prodigality. i eu ſee on every 
hand numbers of peop'e murdering themſelves by their 
own vices, ſo that they live not half their days; and 
others ſo infeebling their conſtitutions, waſting their ra 
tural ipirits, polluting their blood, and corrupting all the 
humours of their bodies by youthful debaucherics, that 
their being reprieved to old age, only ſerves to make them 
a pillar of falt for the admonition of a riſing generation. 
Their bones are full of the ſin of their youth, which ſhall 
lie down with them in the duſt, Job xx. 11. Their bo- 
dies are the witneſſes of their polluted minds; and ſtand- 
ing monuments for the warning of all, that the very way 
» of tranſgreſſors is hard. They haſten age on, with all its 


infir mities, frequently many years before the uſual period: 


And have the bitter addition of this reflection, that they 
have brought this upon themſelves. They mourn at the 
laſt, when their fleſh and their body are conſumed, ſaying, 
bow have I hated inſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed re- 
proof ! Prov. v. 14, 12. Early piety will be the beſt pre- 
ſervative againſt all this. That will fortify againſt the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt alluring temptations: As it did young 

| Feſeph, 
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Foſeph, Gen. xxxix. 9. How can I do this great wickedneſs, 
and ſin againſt God? 

5. Early piety will be the moſt effectual means to ſoften 
the unavoidable evils that attend this period of life. This 
ſeems to be the main intention of Solomon in the text, to 
adviſe people to remember their creator in the days of their 
youth, before the evil days come, as the beſt preparation 
tor them , and that which will adminiſter the principal 
comfort and ſupport in them. And certainly both experi- 
ence and reaſon may convince us, that nothing can con- 
tribute ſo much to alleviate thoſe evil days, as an early de- 
votedneſs to God, and a ſincere and uniform courſe of 
walking with him. 

We ſhall not then have upon our hands the additional 
burthen of ſecuring our greateſt concern, when we are 
labouring under many other burthens, and when we have 
but little capacity or inclination left to apply our ſelves with 
vigour to any thing. No, we ſhall be able to review this 
as already done and over: That our peace with God thro” 
Chriſt is ſettled. We know whom we have believed. 

We ſhall have the happineſs to find our ſelves fixed 
right, at a time when human nature is leaſt diſpoſed or 
qualified for a change. 

We ſhall have our minds well furniſhed with a ſtock 
of uſeful materials to meditate upon, if by the decay of 

our ſenſes we ſhould be leſs capable than formerly of hear- 
ing, and reading, and converſing with pious friends. 

| We ſhall have a foundation for comfortable reflections 
and inward peace, whatever our outward ſorrows and in- 
conveniencies may be. We ſhall not have a wounded ſpirit 
| to ſink us, when the ſpirit of a man can hard!y ſuſtain his 
| infirmity, Prov. xviii. 14. But may be able to reflect 
with pleaſure upon a life paſt, if we can ſay with Obzdizb, 
| Ifeared the Lord from my youth, 1 Kings xviit. 12, How 
many melancholy thoughts: will this prevent? How many 
comfortable ones will it produce? It you are deprived ot 
your pious friends or dear relations by death; you will have 
the pleaſure of thinking, that in former days while you 
were by the way together, you endeavoured to perform 
Your duty to them. If you * hopes that they ä 
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ed well, you may chear fully reflect, that you contributed 
our endeavours to help them towards heaven : Or even 
if you have fears about their condition, yet your minds 
may be at reſt from a conſciouſneſs of this, that you per- 
formed your duty as long as they remained under your eye, 
If you ſhould be reduced to ſtrait circumſtances then; yet, 
if you can recollect, that you honoured God and ſerved 
your generation with your ſubſtance, while you had it, 
this will miniſter a very grateful review. If you are diſ- 
abled from hearing or reading ſo, as once you could per- 
form either; but conſcience can bear you witneſs, that 
you uprightly improved opportunities for both, while God 
ſpared to you the uſe of your ſenſes; the loſs or decay of 
them will be much more eaſy to bear. If you ſhould be 
confined and laid aſide from uſefulneſs, it will be a very 
alleviating thought, that you were active for God, and the 
good of mankind, and improved your talents conſcienti- 
ouſly, till God laid you aſide. 
We ſhall then be intituled to all the comforts and ſup- 
ports in thoſe evil days, which religion ſuggeſts. We may 
refieſh our ſelves with meditating on the promiſes ſuited 
to our caſe. That God will never leave nor for ſake #5. That 
to old age and hoar hairs he will carry us, Iſa. xlvi. 4. That 
as our day is, ſo ſhall our ſtrength be. That we ſhall be 
flouriſhmng in the houſe of God, and bring forth fruit in old 
age, Pſal. xcii. 13, 14. In all our burthens and ſor- 
Tows we may apply to God in prayer with confidence and 
aſſurance of faith; like the pſalmiſt, P/al. Ixxi. 17, 18. 0 
God, thou haſt taught me from my youth, and hitherto have 
J declared thy wondrous works. Now alſo when I am old 
and grey-headed, O God, forſake me not. And eſpecially 
we ſþ-all have the proſpect of everlaſting reſt near approach- 
ing. When we can have no hope of bettering our 
condition in this world, yet we ſhall have hope in 
death. 
And now having gone through this argument, allow me 
to cloſe with an addreſs both to the old and young. 
1. To ſuch as are in declining years. 
If any ſuch, to whom this addreſs may reach, ſhould 
haye ſpent a palt life without making a religious proviſi- 
on 
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on for this evil day, they are to be pitied indeed. I 
would not defire to increaſe the ſorrow ot your growing 
infirmities, by putting you upon any unneceſſary ſorrows 
in addition. But 1 muſt be faithful to you, to prevent 
greater, 

Sorrow not only for your bodily infirmities, but much 
more for your ſins. The one is a worldly ſorrow, that 
worketh death. The other is the oniy thing, that can give 
hope in your caſe, Oh, apply to God in your little inch 
of time, if perhaps he may be intreated, and yet ſhew mer- 
cy to you. If you are now feeling the effects of decli- 
ning nature, if fleſh and heart are failing ; think, how much 
worſe you-have to feel in a little while, if you dye in your 
fins, and have not your peace made with God through 
ow Chriſt. You have made it neceſſary to your ſelves, 

y your own former follies and neglect of God, and of 
your ſouls, that age ſhould be farther imbittered to you 
by the beginnings of repentance. If this be ſincere, there 
is yet hope in your caſe ſince you are within the flate of 
trial; and you will find your ſelves ſurprizing inſtances of 
divine grace, when your crazy body is diſſolved, 

But if you have had the wiſdom to prepare for this e- 
vil day beforehand ; ſurely you will now bleſs God with 
a ſpecial fervour, who gave you this counſel, when you 
tee] the benefit of it in your preſent ſupports. Keckon 
your condition, as it is, much happier, than that of the 
moſt vigorous ſinner. Let the grace, ſhewn you in your 
greateſt concern, reconcile you to all the neceſſary uneaſi- 
neſſes of your ſtate of pilgrimage. . Nothing befalls you 
herein but what is common to men, even to good men; 
nothing that intimates ſo much as a frown from your 
heavenly father God compaſſionates you, and will be 
with you down to death, and will bring you up again, 
with a body ſubject to none of theſe decays and infirmi- | 
ties. Your redeemer can be touched with the feeling of 
your infirmities. | | 

Endeavour to glorify God by the exerciſe of faith and - 
patience, and by a behaviour becoming his waiting ſer- 
vants. Repine not, if God has given you a diſmiſſion 
from actiye ſervice; but thank him, that he was pleaſed to 

| e ; make 
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make any uſe of you heretofore: And endeavour now to 


be examples of a paſſive, chear ful, chriſtian ſubmiſſion. 

Think of the ſhortneſs of the exerciſe remaining, and 
the bleſſẽd end which is near approaching. Be not uneaſy to 
ſtay God's time. He has work even for you to do, to 
ſhew how chriſtianity can ſu port and direct, when na- 
ture is wearing out. And while God can have any glory 
from you, be content to be ſo imployed, 

Give good counſel to thoſe about you; at leaſt endea- 
vour to benefit them by your prayers, when your ſpirits 
may not ſerve you for much inſtruct on and advice. 

Often renew what you have done already, the folemn 
ſurrender of your ſelves to God. Watch over your daily 
frame; and endeavour to be ſo ready, that you can mcet 
your maſter's ſummons with abundant joy, and ſay with 
triumph at the finiſhing ſtroke, Lord, now letteſt thou thy 
ſervant depart in peace. 


2. To ſuch as are not yet come to the decline of life; 
but either growing up into the world, or in the vigour 


of their ſtrength. | 

You are not ſure, you ſhall be ſpared to the period I 
have been ſpeaking of. It is much more likely indeed, 
that you will not. But remember, if unready, you have 
much worſe evils to look for, than thoſe which attend 
old age. If out of Chriſt, if dead in fin, and deith ſhould 
ſurprize you in that condition; you have evils to look 
for, which admit of no ſupport, and cut of which you 
can have no proſpect of deliverance for cver. 


Reckon not upon old age, as a thing to be depended 
on; nor ſet your hearts upon it, as a thing worth chuting 


or earneſtly deſiring. Wo be to that man, who has no 
better hope than this, that he ſhall live to be old, i. e. 
that he ſhall live toan evil day; a time, when he ſhall fay, 
I have no pleaſure in it. 

I only- preis you to think of it as a thing poſſible, and 


worth your prudential care to make as good provifion for 


it as you can. £ 
Flatter not your ſelves, by looking at age in the only 
view wherein it can pollibiy appear defireable, that ir is 
indeed living. Alas! the generality of aged people, gs” 4 
| c 
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ſide the comforts of re igion, rather ſigh and groan than 
hve. 

Flatter not your ſelves, that your latter years ſhall be 
of the more comfortable ſort, like the gentle decline of 
ſome few, who may ſeem exceptions to the general rule. 
As it is odds, whether you ſhall ſee old age; ſo it is as 
great odds, whether, if you do, you ſhall find it unattend- 
ed with moſt or any of the evils I have mentioned. 

But ſuppoſe you ſhould live to it, and ſuppoſe your lat- 
ter days ſhould prove of the more comfortable ſort; what 
becomes you now, but to hy in for it? Make ſure of 
that. which alone can make any old age pleaſant. Act, 
as you would wiſh you had done, when your years de- 
cine. Take heed of any thing which may add to the 
bitterneſs of thoſe hours, that (God knows) may be bitter 
enough of themſelves. Lay in for inward pleaſures a- 
gainſt a time, when ſenſe can give you little or none, 
when the world will be taſteleſs, when life will be a bur- 
th:n, and when you will ſee your ſelves on the brink of 
the grave. | 

Next to the ſettlement of matters between God and your 
own ſouls, endeavour to be uſeful and to do good in life. 


Scme are only for laying up againſt this evil day. I am, 


far from adviling you againſt any prudent care that way: 
But forget not to lay out for it too, according to your a- 
bil ty and ſtations: To employ your ſtrength, and vigour, 
and ſubſtance, and all your talents for good purpoſes, 
while they laſt. This will yield a comfortable review then, 
as it did to Nehemiah, Nehem, xiii. 14. Remember me, 
O my God, concerning this; and wipe not out my good deeds, 
that I ha ve done for the houſe of my God, and for the of- 
fices thereof. You will have eſteem and reputation 2 
good men then for what God once enabled you to be an 

do, even when you are paſt ſervice. A hoary head in the 
way of righteonfueſs is 4 crown of glory, Prov. xvi. 31. 
You may hope for the compaſſionate regard of your fel- 
low-creatures, if you need it, But moſt certainly you will 


be entitled to God's making your bed in your tickneſs, 
Pſal. xli. 2, 3. 


Be have 
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Behave in your younger days ſuitably toward thoſe in 
ard whether your parents or others. Deſpiſe them not, 
pay them all due reſpect. Compaſſionate them under 
their infirmities; be ready to bear with them, and to mol- 
lify their ſorrows all you can. This their afflicted ate 
calls for. And your proſpe&, that this may come to be 
your own caſe, makes it highly reaſonable. And this is 
one branch of early picty, which, in the nature of the 
thing, and the providence of God is uſually. followed with 
particular retaliations, when perſons come themſelves into 
the fame cireum ſtances. | 
And with the ſame proſpeR, be particularly careful to 
cultivate thoſe graces and duties, for which you will have 
fpecial occalion under the infirmitiss of age. Such as, 
faith in the divine per fections, providence and promiſes. 
Patience, in oppoſition to murmuring againſt God, and to 
a fretful peeviſh behaviour towards men. Mortification 
to the world. Secret converſes with God. And the hope 
of glory. Theſe will be of peculiar ſervice. in your declining 
days; and the more habitual you make them beforehand, 
they will be the readier for uſe in that time of need. So 
you will honour God, and poſſeſs the ſureſt comforts in age, 
and have an abundant entrance into the everlaſting king- 
dom. Ob! that ye were wiſe, that ye would conſider your 
latter end. | 
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SERMON VI. 


The caſe of AB1J AH propoſed to the 
conſideration of YOUTH. 


Preach'd December, 25. 1723. 


CPELIEPEPOLED OY EELPHELEL OL PEE | 


KINOS xiv. 13. (latter part of the verſe.) 


He only of Jeroboam ſhall come to the 
grave, becauſe in him there is found ſome 
good thing toward the Lord God of Iſrael, in 
the houſe of Jeroboam. 


ls, as appears from the context, was ſpoken 


FE i” 


of Abijah, Je oboam's lon ; probably his eideſt 


is called a child in ver. 17; but we are not 
times gives that name to perſons conſiderably advanced be- 
pong what we call childhood. Th's youth falling fick, 

is father was curious to know the iſſue. It had become 
him better, in point of prudence, to ſeek out for the moſt 
proper means to be uſed for his diſtemper; and in piety 
to have inquired wherefore God contended with him. We 
read nothing of either of theſe, though probably the firſt 
was not omitted. But he ſends his Queen in a diſguiſe 
to the old prophet Ahijah, who had formerly furetold 


4 Fero- 


ſon, and the heir apparent to his crown. He 


©! informed of what age. The ſcripture ſome- 


—— OS 


1 
. — — 
* —— 


* _ g 
A EL WAY. 


1 _ - — 
N * * - — — 22 Buy . - —-= - 1 OY — 
© 1 * AA 1 7 © a . 0 * > Sg * — — n © A 4 _—- 3 - T's — * 
: =" AD A _ - _ » - — TE A? - - — 
» 3 * 2 > fi - * A wh 2 2 — 2 S ba 2 => B 45 = 1. 2 — ws 
* — 4 —_— — — * * * by 93 - — — = - 
— 4 t - . 
— — ba. — 2 — — - — —— _ — - — 
n r aa I'® 2 2 p - 2 — " =— * * - F 
ns ES . 5 ” - — = 
2 [4 4 8 
2 12 8 0 > „ — , 
Sa "PS p * L * * Ts A - wu * A =; As a>. - 7 — m - LY 
- — 9 — - 
_ 


a ay” 0 2 I * 
>. 3, #7 


— 
©, Sw — 


— — — 
46 2 


. 
So  wey 


- 4." 4 
-— = - 
A bs AE I: 
5 7 —— 


96 The caſe of Abijah propaſed Stu, VI. 


Feroboam's advancement to the kingdom. We find not, 
that he conſulted the prophet at all, when he was about to 


ſet up the idolafrous worſhip of the calves; nor that he 


took any notice of him, before the hand of God came ſo neir 
him. But in time of diſtreſs a forgotten prophet may 
come to remembrance. Feroboam had experienced the 
truth of Ahijah's prediction in his own obtaining of the 
crown: And that being ſo welcome a meſſenger, he might 
hope for good tidings from him again. But he might 
ha ve conſidered, that his own departure from God ſince 
his promotion, gave him reaſon to expect another ſort of 
of meſſage now. : 
The Queen goes as directed, thinking herſelf effetual- 
ly ſecured by her diſguiſe from the knowledge of the pro- 
het. Strange! that it ſhould be imagined more likely for 
im to know whether her {on ſhould live or die, than 
who ſhe was. But the event ſh-wed, that as both were 
equally known. to God, ſo they were equally made known 
by him to the prophet. By divine direction he prevent- 
ed her ſaying any thing about the buſineſs ſhe came up- 
on, ver. 6. When he heard the ſound of her feet, as ſhe 
came in at the door, he ſaid, come in, thou wife of Fero- 
boam; why feigneſt thou thy ſelf to be another ? He un- 
masks her at once, and delivers her a very uncomfortable 
meſſage. I am ſent to thee with heavy tidings. He di- 
res her to carry Feroboam a terrible meſſage from God; 
which is contained in the ſeventh and following verſes to 
the end of the twelfth. Herein God arraigns h'm for his 
great crime in turning from the true wor ſhip of God to the 
worſhip of ido's; and that after the moſt diſtinguiſhing fa- 
vours of providence : And then denounces the foreſt ven- 
geance upon him and his houſe. And in confirmation 
of all the reſt, he lets the Queen know, that ſhe ſhould 
find her fon dead at her return, ver. 12. 
In the midſt of all theſe expreſſions of God's indigna- 
tion againſt Feroboam and the body of his family, the 
verſe, wherein my text lies, contains a mark of God's per- 
tonal regard to Abijah himſelf, as one whom God ſaw to 
te like a Lot in Sodom. W herein we may take notice of 
two things. 
| 1. The 


* 
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1. The ciſtinction, which ſheud be made in Abijab's 
caſe from the reſt of Feroboam's family. For the y 
of his' houſe, it ſhould go out with a ſtink, as in the 
tenth and eleventh verſes z wherein he foretells, that all 
of them ſhould be cut off by the hand of God, and none 
have the reſpect of a burial. But providence would make 
an exception of Abijah ; he ſhould be taken away before 
this vengeance came, he ſhould have the honour of a fune- 
ral, and all 7/-ael ſhould mourh for him, which they ſhould 
do for none of the reſt. He ſhould die honoured by God, 
and lamented by men. 

2. A reaſon given of this diſtintion made in his favour 
from his own diſtinguiſhing character. Becauſe in him 
there is found ſome good thing toward the Lord God of If- 
rael, in the houſe of Feroboam. God diſcerned that he 
was of another ſpirit from the reſt of them: And fince 
he was not partaker of their fins, he ſhould ngt be par- 
taker of their plagues. The particular excellencies which 
God ſeems to mark out by theſe expreſſions for the ho- 
nour of his character, ſhall be diſtinctly conſidered pre- 
ſently. 


ſhall diſcourſe of this paſſige under ſome practical ob- 


ſer vations. 


I. God is fo exact an obſerver of men, that whatever 
good or cvil is in them, will certainly be found out by 
him. The good, which God by his prophet marked in 
this perſon, might for ought we know be unobſerved by 
men. It might as yet have gone no farther than the pur- 
poſe of his heart, It might be a ſecret to the family, to 
the parents themſelves. Nor is the mother here told, 
what in particular it was. As he himſelf was yet but in 
the bloom of lite, ſo this good thing ſpoken of might as 
yet be but in the bloom too; ſome good deſire or delign, 
which he had not opportuaity hitherto to execute. Yet 
it efcaped not divine notice. The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, Leholding the evil and the good, Prov. xv. 3. 
His eye is upon every perſon and every heart, beholding 
what evil and what good is there, and which prevails : In 
every family, diſtinguiſhing the characters of every perſon 
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in it, according to what he really is. He finds cut an 
| Achan, with his accurſed thing, thro' the whole congre- 
gation of Hrael. If there be a prophane perſon, who ſe- 
cretly conceals himſelf in a religious family, he is always 
under God's obſervation, Among the gueſts at the goſpel 
feaſt, if there be one without the wedding garment, tho' 
admitted by men, and well eſteemed by the reſt of the 
gueſts; yet God will ſome time or other let him know, 
that he cannot eſcape in the crowd, and ask h:m, friend, 
how cameſt thou in hither ? 

And this, which may juſtly be the terror of an hypo- 
crite, is as comfortable a thought to the upright. Where- 
ever their lot is caſt, if there be good in them, it is mark- 
ed by God, and they will have their reward. In bad times 
or bad families, ſuch as retain their integrity, tho* they 
ſhould be obliged to the greateſt privacy, yet are diſt n- 
guiſhed by the impartial eye of their great Maſter, and zhe 
righteous ſhall not be as the wicked. In the degenerate 
times of Ahab, when the worſhippers of the true God 
were forced upon concealment, ſo that the prophet Elijah 
thought that br. only was left ; yet God found many 0- 
thers, and let his prophet know it to his comfort, Yet 
have left me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal, 1 Kings, xix. 14, 18. And 
where there is ſome good thing in a particular ſoul, God 
obſerves it, and is ready to countenance and cheriſh it, 
1 have, ſays God, ſurely heard Ephraim bemoan himſelf, 

er. xxxi. 18, I take notice with pleaſure of any genu- 
ine tendency in him toward repentance. You have the 
like, Hoſ. xiv. 8. Ephraim ſhall ſay, what have I to do any 
more with idols? I have heard him and obſerved him. It 
is not loſt, for God marks it. | 

Now what an engagement ſhould this be to us all to 
ſee, that there be ſome good thing in us, which may be 
found by the great and heart-ſearching God : And on the 
other hand, that no ſecret fin be harboured and indulged, 
which God will find out, and will ſooner or later make 
to find us out ? 

But this obſervation is only 2 to a ſecond, 


which I would more largely inſiſt u 
FEY . ns II. Where 
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II. Where there is any good thing found in men, God 
will make the beſt of it, and mark it with the advantage 
of all the inhanc ing circumſtances that attend it. 

So he does in the epiſtles to the ſeven chutches of 4a. 
Chriſt prefaces the account he gives of their ſeveral cha- 
racters with this declaration, I know thy works : And then, 
if there was any thing commendable in them, he mentions 
it, and ſets it off to the greateſt advantage; tho' at the 
ſame time he diſcovers that he was not inſenſible of their 
faults, and lets them know what he had againſt them. 
So he takes notice here of the good thing in Abijah. And 
as this notice ſhews God's favourable inclination to coun- 
tenance that which is good, wherever it is found; ſo at 
the ſame time it may point out to us ſome principal cha- 
racters of goodneſs, fit to be eſteemed things of great 
weight, as God here puts a note of diſtinction upon them. 
This leads me particularly to conſider the account given 
us of Abijah's goodneſs. Three circumſtances eſpecially 
may be obſerved from the text and context. 

Firſt, There was ſome good thing found in him to- 
ward the Lord God of Iſrael. This does not indeed ex« 
preſsly acq aint us what his excellencies were; but the 
phraſe may point to ſome circumſtances fit to be conſt- 
dered | 


1. It may denote the ſecrecy of it. This good thing 
might not be obvious to every eye, but it was toward the 
Lord his God. Goodneſs, tho' ſecret, as was ſhewn un- 
der the former obſervation, will not be diſregarded by 
God. It is true, that it a man is inwardly good, there 
will be anſwerable fruits in the life. There cannot be a 
good heart without good fruit produced from it. And 
chriſtianity requires not only a belief with the heart, but 
a confeſſion with the mouth; that is, ſo as never to deny 
Chriſt and his truth, when we are called to own it. But 
I know not that we are required to do as ſome of the 
primitive Chriſtians did, I doubt from too eager a zeal; 
that is, to expoſe our ſelves unneceſſarily to danger in 
times of perſecution, by a publick avowing of our profeſ- 
fion, when we are not examined about it. In ſuch a 
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caſe we ſeem rather countenanced by the example of thoſe 
ſeven thouſand worſhippers of God in I/rael in Aas 
time, to keep our coniciences undefiled in private, if we 
may be permitted to do 10; who are mentioned by God 
without any cenſure. - Indeed if God in his providence 
calls us upon the publick ſtage, and we cannot enjoy our 
quiet longer without ſome declaration or compliance con- 
trary to our conſciences; then the rule is plain and cer- 
tain; our religion and ſentiments are to be no longer a ſecret, 
but muſt be avowed, as ever we hope to be owned by 
our Maſter, Matt. x. 32, 33. Whoſoever ſhall: confeſs me 
before men, him will I confeſs alſo before my father which 
is in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall deny me before men, 
him will I alſo deny before my father which is in heaven. 
Now the caſe I have mentioned might poſſibly be th: cafe 
of Abyah; that he was ſecretly a wor ſhipper of the true 
God, and by reaſon of his tender not yet put to the 
trial, whether he would wor ſhip calves of Das and 
Bethel i, And then his ſecret devotedneſs to God, and ap- 
plication to him in private, though the reſt of the fanmiy 
might be ſtrangers to it, would be acceptable to the God 
who ſees in ſecret. But whether this be intended by the 
phraſe or not, I think 

2. It plainly beſpeaks the ſincerity of the good thing 
that was found in him. Whatſoever it was in particular, 
it was good in the ſight of God. His heart was in it, 
and God the ſearcher of hearts knew his integrity. In 
all things which we do in religion, ſincerity is the prin- 
cipal thing we are concerned to mind, becauſe this is 
mainly regarded by God. Ile is a truly good man, in 
whom there is found ſome good thing toward the 
Lord. When the apoſtle commends the Theſſalonians, he 
expreſſes their graces and virtues with this inhancing cha- 
racter. 1 Thel. i. 3. Remembring without ceaſing your work 
of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the fight of God and our Father, It 
the apoſtle ſaid this as a character of the ſincerity of their 
graces, that they really were in the fight of God what they 
appeared to be; he could only ſay it as his charitable hope. 
But God himſelf, the infallible judge of hearts, pronounces 
| 1. 
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it concerning 01 2h in the text. Whatever we do then» 
let us do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men, 
Col. iii. 23. as ever we would have it to bear the character 
of a truly good thing. It is not ſufficient, that the mat- 
ter of an action be good; but the principles and ends muſt 
be attended to. likewiſe, that God be regarded, and we 
aim at his approbation in all. 

3. It may point to the ſpecial ſubject and nature of the 
good thing which God remarks in him. It was ſome 
good thing toward the Lord God of Iſrael. If we take it 
in general, as denoting a 1eligious and pious inclination 
this would be a moſt pleaſing thing to God that he was 
remembring his creator: Not only obſervant of his pa- 
rents, r. Ara to thoſe about him, humane and civil to 
inferiors; which probably he was, conſidering the gene- 
ral mourning of the people of /ael for him, as one from 
whole towardly inclinations they had promiſed themſelves 
a good prince, when he ſhould come to the throne: But 
he was alſo truly religious and devoted to God, the moſt 
e ffectual principle of univerſal goodneſs. Other good qua- 
lities may recommend us to men, and be very uſeful in 
life ; but if we would be approved by God to ſhare in his 
favour, we muſt not reſt there; there muſt be religion 
properly ſo called, as well as civility ; obedience and ſub- 


jection to our Father in heaven, as well as to parents and 
ſuperiors on earth. 


But I apprehend, a ſpecial inſtance of devotedneſs to- 


God is pointed at by this phraſe. Feroboam, to divert the 
ten tribes, who had put themſelves under his government, 
from going up to Feruſalem, whither all Iſraelites by the 
law of God were to go up to worſhip three times in a 
year, had ſet up two calves at Dan and Bethel, to which 
he directed all his ſubjects to reſort for worſhip ; of which 
we have an account, Chap. xii. 26, 29. This is the 
abomination, for which God denounces vengeance upon 
his houſe in the ninth verſe of this chapter; Thox haſt done 
euil above all that were before thee ; for thou haſt. gone and 
made thee other Gods, and molten images to provoke me to 
anger, and haſt caſt me behind thy back. Now it is pro- 
bable, that the good thing, which God put ſo ſpecial a 
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remark upon in Abijah, was the reverſe of this: That he 
was the only per fon of the family, who diſliked the wor- 
ſhip of the calves; and perhaps God, who knew his heart, 
knew that he intended to remove them, if ever he ſhould 
have the power, and to ſuffer the people to go up again 
to Feruſalem to worſhip, according to God's appointment; 
truiting that God would preſerve him in the kingdom 
without that wicked poFry to ſupport his throne, If we 
may credit ſome of the Fewiſh writers “, they tell us that 
he had already given a publick teſtimony of this, by break- 
mg down a hedge, that his father had made to hinder the 
pe from going up to Fernſalem at the three great 
feaſts. If this Bs he 9 7 is inftance out of ?. 55 
of the great God's fingu'ar approbation of a ſtrict regard 
to the purity of his worſhip, amidſt general and ſpread- 
ing co;ruptions of ir, He is in that matter pecuiarly a 
Jealous God. A departure from this was an offence, for 
when he moſt frequent y denounced his judgments. a- 
pa ſt his ancient pcople. And Chriſt is ſo far from re- 
xing the reins in this matter, that he ſeverely cenſures 
the Phariſees for their additions to God's appointment, 
though idolatry was baniſhed from them long before his 
time. In vain they do worſhip me, teaching for dofrines 
the comma dments of men, Mat. xv. 9. It is then an e- 
minently good thing in God's account, carefully to adhere 
to h's inſtitutions for his warſhip. 

This is the firſt recommending circumſtance obſerved. 

Secondly, This good thing was found in him in the houſs 
of Feroboam. This emphatical addition may be conſider- 
ed ſeveral ways, as heightening his goodneſs. 

1. He was a good man, though great; though one 
of the royal family. Few in great families mind religion. 
They are d'ftinguiſt.ed with a mark of {ſpecial honour, 
who were /aints of Caeſar's houſhold, Phil. iv. 22. For 
not mary wiſe men x. the fleſh, not many mighty, 
rot many noble are called. So few great people in any 
age feem to make . Os their buſineſs, that in truth a 
Irtle goodneſs commonly goes a great way with them. 


Eſpecially how few of thoſe, who have ſtood in the higheſt 
* Biſhop Patrick upon the. place. | 
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poſts of power-and honour, have been diſtinguiſhed for real 
goodneſs! Moſt princes. have been enemies to God's true 
religion: They are commonly trained up in ſuch a courſe 
of luxury, with ſo conſtant an air of grandeur, and are 
ſurrounded with fo many ſervile flatterers and corruprers, 
that we have no reaſon to be ſurprized that we find 
upon the roll of hiſtory more bad than good. When they 
are otherwiſe, the rarity of the caſe raiſes the eſteem of 
them; and the diffuſive influence, of which they are ca- 
pable, juſtly excites lively thankſgivings. A young Abi- 
ah is a riſing hope, When ſuch a one: ſprings up in a no- 
le, and eſpecially in a royal family. 

2. He was a good ſon of a very bad father: Of 
Feroboam, a man diſtinguiſhed by this character, that he 
made Ifrael to ſm. It is too little to ſay of ſuch a fa» 
ther, that he could not be expected to train up his 
ſon in the way in which he ſhould. go. Doubtlels he 
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endeayoured to poſſeſs his ſon with a good opinion of the = 


worſhip of the calves; and to prejudice him againſt the 
worſhip at Feruſalem, which he had caſhiered himſelf as 
inconſiſtent with his intereſt, But it was a very accept- 
able thing to God to ſee pious and devout inclinations 
ſpringing up in a perſon, contrary to the biaſs of a bad edu- 
cation, A good education is the moſt uſual method of 
beginning good impreſſions to people: But thoſe, who 
have failed of that advantage, and yet upon light derived 
by ſome other means forbear to walk in the ſteps of their 
_ fathers, and turn to God from their evil ways, ſhall not 
miſs of acceptance with God, It is a glorious character 
to be better than good parents; but effec to be the 
reverſe of bad progenitors. | 

3. He was the only perſon in the family, in whom 
there was any good found. He only ſhall come to the 
grave, becauſe in him ſome good thing is found in the houſe 
of Feroboam. Intimating, that his piety there was ſingu- 
hr. Some, who have bad parents, — that unhappineſs 
ſupplied by other good relations or acquaintance or inſtru- 


= 


ctors; who by the bleſſing of God in fome meaſure make 


up the- negligence of parents, or counter-work their bad 
influence, But it ſhould ſeem here, that all his relations 
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were involved in the common corruption: And Feroboam 
would hardly admit any about his ſon, who were likely 
to inſtill into him an il! opinion of the worſhip, of which 
he was ſo fond himſelf. If you ſay, how then can it be 
ſuppoſed, that Abijah ſhould receive better inſtruction? I 
anſwer, fince we are not informed of this, nothing more 
than conjecture can be pretended. But I ſhould thin k it 
moſt probable, that he received this I'ght by reading the 
law of Moſes. Feroboam appears not to have forbidden 
the uſe of that; and God might bleſs the reading of the 
ſcriptures to enlighten and fix his mind in the worſhip 
there preſcribed, when he wanted other inſtructors. But 
ſt U, ſuppoſing him this way to obtain a conviction of the 
error of his father's practice, there was all the frightful 
objection of fingularity in his way. How many are hind- 
red by this from complying with light and evidence? 
This is a great inhancement of the good found in any, 
if they will not againſt conſcience go down the ftream 
of common cuſtom, or imitate the practice of thoſe who 
are deareſt and neareſt to them. 

4. The thing found in him feemed, upon the 
meaſures of worldly policy, contrary to his intereſt, as he 
was of the houſe of Feroboam. The calves were ſet up as 
a reach of policy, to ſecure the kingdom of the ten tribes 
to Feroboam and his poſterity ; and to prevent any incli- 
nation in his people to return to the houſe of David; 
by making them entirely independent on Feruſalem, for 
worſhip as well as for civil affairs. And a contrivance it 
was ſubtle enough; if it had not been wicked. It was 
natural for Feroboam to imagine, that his people might 
be taken with the ſplendor and magnificence of the tem- 
ple and of the royal city, if they were accuſtomed to go 
up thither; and might recal to mind the famous acts of 
David and Solomon. ſo as to incline their hearts to their 
poſterity : That the prieſts and Levites might ſolicite 
them to unite themſeſves again to Fudahb, and fo many 
of his ſubjects be drawn to abandon him. Such reaſons 
of ſtate might be thought very likely to ſway with A561. 
jah the defigned ſucceſſor, to continue the expedient of the 
<calyes, as they had done with his father to fer them up. 
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But that he was of another mind, was a rare and fin- 
gular inſtance of conſeience prevailing apainſt the views 
of ſecular intereſt; and that he could truſt God for the ſecu- 
rity of that in the way of his duty, There cannot be a 
more certain and a more acceptable evidence of ſincerity 
than this. Some have prophanely faid in ſuch caſes, they 
could truſt God with their ſouls, but they could not truſt 
men with their eſtates : Their meaning is, that they will 
venture their ſouls at any hazard, rather than their out- 
ward enjoyments,' which they value more. But truly 
good men reſolve in the firſt place to keep their conſci- 
ences undefiled, and in ſo doing can chearfully truſt God 
with their ſouls, and with all their other intereſts too. 
Ihis is the ſecond mark of honour put upon the good 
thing found in Abijah, that it was in the houſe of Fero- 
boam. There is yet one circumſtance more to be collect- 
ed from the context, 

Thirdly, 'This good thing was found in him, while he 
Was yet young.” 

Early goodneſs is peculiarly acceptable to God. If one 

tent can be more welcome to God than another, it 
muſt be the young convert. - With what a diſtinguiſhing 
mark of glory does Foſtah ſhine in God's regiſter , when 
he is repreſented there as perſonally religious before ſix- 
teen, and a publick reformer before twenty? 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 3. In the eighth year of his reign, ( he n to 
reign ver. 1, when he was eight years old, fo that the 
eighth of bis reign was the ſixteenth of his life.) when he 
was yet young, he began to ſeek after the God of David his 
Father: And in the twelfth year (of his reign, when he 
was about twenty years old,) he began to purge Fudah 
and Feruſalem., Early piety is the more acceptable, be- 
cauſe it is ſo rare. Childhord and youth are generally va- 
nity, Eecl. xi. 10. Happy they, who begin to expreſs the 
trueſt reaſon, before they can write man! and are pats 
takers of the beſt wiſdorn, before they are arrived at ma- 
turity! While ſo many of riper years continue children in 
underſtanding all their days as to their - principal intereſt. 
Goodneſs in youth prevents a world of evil, both of fin 
and forrow. It is a furniture aud preſervative * 2 
thou- 
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thouſand temptations, which lay other people under a load 
of guilt, or-drown. them in an ocean of tuiſeries both for 
foul and body. On the other hand, it preſages ſomething 
eminently good for time to come. It may well be ex- 
pected, that he who begins in the ſchool of wiſdom, and 
ſets out in heaven's way in the morning of life, will make 

eat advances, and out-ſhine others in knowledge and ho- 
ineſs: This muſt be the effect, if he does not ſhamefully 
ſlacken his pace. We may be ſure therefore, that good- 
neſs then begins in the moſt accepted time. 

But ſuch a good thing. as was found in Abijah. in the 
particular circumſtances of his &f?, muſt elpecially be 
acceptable to God in a young perſon. It was wonderful 
indeed, that he ſhould be good betimes in the houſe of 
Feroboam. If the children of bad parents are recovered to 
God, uſually it is when providence brings them from un- 
der their influence ; under better management, and into 
better . acquaintance, For youth eſpecially is apt to be 
formed into the mind and manners of thoſe, with whom 
they are accuſtomed to converſe; Kindneſſes and example 
give a biaſs that way. It is a hard matter to out- grow 
this influence, even when they become their own maſters. 
But it was the honour of Abijab, that while he yet lived 
in the houſe of his wicked father, yet he learned to pay 
e and his ſuperior duty to his Father in heaven. The 

prehenſion of ſingularity is a more frigbtful thing to 
the young than to others: They cannot bear to thi 
of being out of the faſhion, or of going a way by 
themſelves, - But by the grace of God Abijah was enabled 
in a manner to. ſtand alone for God, and his true worſhip, 
in an idolatrous family and court. How excellent are 
thoſe young people, who not only are ready to receive 
and follow the good inſtructions given them, but begin 
betimes to expreſs the remper of the noble Bereans, to 
ſearch and conſider the ſcriptures themſelves? _ 

I would now beg leave to make a ſerious 22 
to you upon the foundation of this example ſet before 
you. And. 


1. It ſpeaks ſome things very uſeful 70 all. 


We 
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We may all learn from this inſtance” to entertain good 
thoughts of God and his ſervice. He takes notice of an 
upright heart, wherever it is; and where there is any thin 
truly good, it ſhall not loſe his approbation and N 
Where there is à willing mind, it is accepted, according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not, 
2 Cor, viii. 12. tho' it hath been concealed from the 
world, tho' there hath not yet been an opportunity for exe- 
cution. Men can only judge by the outward acts of virtue; 
God can look into the heart and the privateretirements, and 
reward openly. What a motive is this to engage in his ſervice? 

We ſhould ſludy above all things to ſhew ourſelves approved 
unto God: To which the apoſtle exhorts, 2 Tim. ii. 15. All 
appearances of goodneſs, which have not the ſanction, of 
his approbation will not produce a comfortable account: If 
men commend them, werily you have your reward, all the 
reward of them you are to expect. But if it be your ſet- 
tled principle to do all you do, as unto God, and not unto 
men; this will be a good thing toward the Lord your God, 
in his account and eſtimate ; and he is to paſs the defini- 
tive ſentence upon you and your actions. 

We may be excited by the caſe of Abijah to a zeal for 
the purity of God's worſhip. If any ſhouid reckon that a 
ſmall thing, this inſtance may ſhew that it is a 
thing by way of eminence in the judgment of God, 
And if the corruptions of divine worſhip that may lie in 
our way, ſhould not be ſo groſs as thoſe introduced by 
Feroboam ; yet if it was a good thing to adhere ſtrictly 
to God's appointment in oppoſition to his calves, ſo it 
muſt be good in proportion ro maintain his inſtitution in- 
violate in oppoſition to all deviations and additions, tho 
of leſs importance in themſelves. | 

We ſhould all learn not to be aſhamed of ſingularity in 
any r is good. To follow à multitude to do evil, 
will not be a tolerable excuſe in the judgment; and if we 
govern our ſelves by the greater numbers, either for truth 
or duty, it is odds but we ſhall be found in the wrong. 
We muſt ſearch into the mind of God by the beſt light 
we have, and judge for our ſelves; and then, whether the 
ſtream be with us or againſt us, God and conſcience muſt 
be the guides we follow. 2.1 


A 
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2. I may naturally addreſs my {ſelf from this ſubject 
to thoſe who have lived in bad families, or who have their 
lot ſtill in ſuch. This inſtance may ſhew, that that 
diſadvantage, though it muſt be confeſſed great, will not 
be a ſufficient excuſe for continuing bad. It does not fix 
in an inevitable neceſſity of rema ning ſuch. You have 
ſill ſome means of better inſtructian, for which you muſt 
be accountable, as long as you have bibles in your hands, 
which, for ought that appears, was the only help that 
Abijah bad to ſet him right. Beſide that, you have op- 
portunities of publick inſtruct on in the way to hea- 
ven, if the families to Which you belong give you none 
in private. The written word of God, joined with this 
help, if you accompany both with earneſt prayer to God 
for his guidance and bleſſing, are ſufficient to make you 
wiſe unto ſal vation; and will leave you ſpeechleſs at laſt, 
if you are not ſb. Thoſe in Abijabh's circumſtances will 
otherwiſe riſe up in judgment againſt you. And on the 
other hand, you have in him a mighty encouragement to 
croſs the ſtream of a wicked family; to yield your ſelves 
to God, and reſolve for his ſervice, though you ſhould be 
able to prevail with none beſides to take the ſame courſe. 
God will obſerve it with pleaſure, he will remember it 
with honour, and take care that you ſhall not be partakers 
of their plagues, 

3. Thoſe, who are in pious families, or have been in them, 
ſhou'd lay to heart this ſubject for their admonition. How 
inexcuſable muſt this inſtance: leave you, if you ſhould 
continue bad in a good family? If this youth broke tuo 
all the fetters and ill influence of bad parents and bad ſo- 
ciety, and became a faint on the devil's ground; what 
think you muſt be your portion, if you ſhou!d be an 
Achan in the congregation of Iſrael? The children of the 
kingdom, if they prove mcorrigible rebels, muſt be caſt into 
outer darkneſs. And it there be ſome good thing found in 
you, remember that more is rcafonably expected from 
you, than from the riſing generation at large. That migbt 
be accepted from a young Abij ah in the houſe of Ferobs- 
am, which would not have paſſed in a branch of the 
houte of David: And allowances might be admitted for 
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many defects in his circumſtances, which would not be 
made in yours. hu 
4. Young people in general ſhould ſet this example be- 
fore them. You ſhould learn from him to begin betimes 
with attention and care to read your bibles, which are pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs. As you are growing up to the uſe of 
reaſon, you ſhould not take even the inſtructions and 
ractices of your 2 upon truſt; but examine them 
by the rule, and obey even them only in the Lord. No in- 
fluence ſhould reſtrain you from that which God by his 
word convinces you is good and acceptable to him. Be 
ſollicitous, that ſome good thing may be found in you be- 
times. You ſee here the ſpecial notice, which God takes 
of carly piety; and ſhould not that make you in love with 
it too? And at the ſame time you ſee the neceſſity of it; 
for you may die young, as Abiſab did; and if death ſhould 
find either old or young without the beginnings of good- 
neſs, there never will be a change for the better. Where- 
as death can never be too early or untimely for one, in 
whom there is found ſome good thing toward the Lord 
his God. Which leads me to a third be from the 
text, upon Which 1 ſhall not detain you long. 


III. That ſometimes it is a mark of divine favour, and 7 
not of unkindneſs to a perſon, to be called early out of l 
this world. me _ | thing was found in this | 
young prince, therefore he ſhould go to the grave in peace, 
and 5 the firſt of the family. ns * ac þ 

When il! men have their lives ſhortened, it is in judg- 
ment to them; for it puts a period to their opportunities 
for ſalvation, and haſtens their miſery. 

And the early removal of good men may be in great 
diſpleaſure to ſurvivers, Who are concerned in them; to 
the families to which they belong, or to the places where 
they live. When the wheat was gathered into the garner, 
and nothing but the chaff remained in the houſe of Fer. 
boam, it muſt ſtand in a very tottering condition. Fami- 
lies and nations have had judgments warded off for a ſeaſon, 
for the ſake of ſome nearly linked with them, who 3 
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ood, Lot muſt be gone out of Sodom, 9 
before it is conſumed; and good Joſiah gathered to his hz 
fathers, before God poured out his wrath upon IVael; and th 
Abijab carried off the ſtage, before vengeance came on the to 
houſe of Feroboam. ſo 
But it is no unkindneſs at all to a truly good perſon to Or 
be ſummoned early out of this life. Any time 1s a good h: 
time for that man or child to die, who is prepared for vi 
it: For, c 
1. He hath the earlier admiſſion into bleſſedneſs. The ſpiri!s 1 | 
of the juſt are immediately made perfect, Heb. xii. 23. They * 
are with Chriſt, which is far better than the preſent ſtate. 
They improve more, in the inſtant of dying, in know- of 
ledge, and grace, and felicity, than they wou d have done lo! 
below, had they lived to the age of Merhuſelah. And it to 
the king of glory calls one ſooner than uſual to his imme- be 
diate attendance above, from a meaner ſtation in his fa- nc 
mily below, this can be no act of unkindneſs to his ſer- be 
vant. : all 
2. He is taken away from the evils to come. Every th 
one is taken away from ſome ſuch evils. More or leſs of to 
trouble is unavoidably the lot of every inhabitant of this ev 
world. And certainly it is no loſs to the paſſenger, if he 
gets ſoon out of the ſtorm, and the ſhip drives quick into hat- or 
bour. But beſide this, a good man is taken away ſome- re 
times, that he may be fafely houſed, before ſome great liy 
and remarkable calamities break out upon the plece where Li 
he ſojourns, or in tho family to which he bel-ngs, in which th 
he could not have fatied'to ſhare deeply, if he had ſaid among ea 
them. In this ſænſe Iſaiah ſays, Chap. lvii. 1, that rhe righte- de 
ons and merciful man 1s ſometimes tagen away from the ne 
evil to come. | | | | th 
3. Any geligns he had of future ſeryice for God will be an 
as gracioufly accepted, as if he had had opportunity to th 
accompliſn them. Gad took David's intention and pre- 
paration to build him an houſe as well, as Solaimon's actu- w 
al performance of it. In this caſe, the wil, which God in 
knows to be ſincere; is to be accepted for the d: 4. Thus, as 
without queſtion, if God Knew it to be the fixed purpoſe fir 
of Abijah to have reſtored. his true worſhip as ſoon as he Ge 


had do 


* ah. 8 — 


on 2 VI. | 


had power, he loſt not his reward by being prevented in 
the execution. While ſinners indeed put off preſent duty 
to that which they vainly conceit a more covenient ſea- 
ſon, God will have no regard to their pretended intenti- 
ons; for they might hꝛwe put them in execution, if they 
had been in earneſt. But when God himſelf in his pro- 
vidence withholds the opportunity for performing the 
good which was in the heart of his ſervants, he who was 
a judge of the fincerity of the intention, will accept the 
willing mind. . 

And now for a cloſe ; we may ſee, that the early piety 
of thoſe who are carried ſoon off the ſtage, yet is not a 
loſt thing. Survivers indeed are deprived of much com- 
fort, and their generation of much ſervice, which might 
be expected from their promiſing beginnings, But it was 
not loſt to themſclves, their harveſt is early, and they will 
be reaping the bleſſed fruits of what they had ſown to 
all eternity. And the event of their early death has ſhewn 
RR neceſſity of their remembering their cre: 
tor betimes, ſince without it they had loſt their ſouls fer 
ever. | 

But let this thought contribute to cure us of our in- 
ordinate fondneſs for life. The beſt man we have upon 
record in the od world, Enoch, was one of the ſhorteſt 
lived of any mentioned among thoſe patriarchs. Our 
Lord himſelt made no long fray in our world; no longer 
than was needſul to accompliſh the work for which he 
came into it. We ſhould ſet gut in the world with the 
deſire of a better country, that tis, an h:avenly, and a readi- 
neſs to change worlds at God's call; rejoycing to think, 
that our times are in his hand rather thin in our own, 
and theretore chearfully leavirg it to him to meaſure out 
the length of them as he plcaſcs. | 

The beſt way to maintain this for our habitual temper 
will be, to advance in goodneſs, and to exerciſe our ſelves 
ia every good work to the utmoſt of our power, as long 
as God ſpares us. The value of life lies in the opportu- 
fity-1t gives us to cultivate the intereſt, and image of 
God in our own ſouls in preparation for eternity; and to 
do ſomething in our ſtations for the honour of God and 
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benefit of mankind, while we have time and talents for 
it. But when God has fulfilled in us the good pleaſure of 
his goodneſs, to the utmoſt pitch to which he will carry 
it in time, and when we have done the proportion of 
work he aſſigns us, which we cannot know till be calls 
us hence; we ſhould be ready, whether in youth or age, 
o obe y the ſummons, and ſay, Come, Lord Feſus, com 
quickly. Bleſſed is the ſervant, whom his Lord, when he 
cometh, finds ſo doing, ſo diſpoſed. 
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The 1 of SIN as againſt God, 


CIAL” 


and under his eye, our ſecurity in an 


hour of temptation. 
Preach'd Jul, 15. 1723: 
$62 S0I0IDESY CPPPSPPRIPEDS 2 


N. B. This was prefix d to the following Kere 


mon in the former impreſſion. 


To the unknown perſon, whole letter 
hath occaſioned the publication of this 


SER MON, 


S T R, 


{Re EEE £| Thought my flf obliged to comply with your 
— deſire, ſo far as to allow a ſew copies of the 


= following diſcourſe to come abroad, when I con- 
T2) /idered the contents of your Letter. I ſhould 


that it might pleaſe God to make me thereby an inſtru- 


L 3. ment 


4 gladly be at the pains of tranſcribing twenty 
ſermons, upon the hope of what you intimate in this caſe, 


. 


(14) 


* ment in the ſaving of but one ſoul; ” for I know no plea- 
fare equal to that of ſerving Chriſt and fouls, I bow the 
knee in thankſgiving to the God and Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, Tor the hearing of is has a deep 
Fr af vor pens pray, that by the 
grace of the holy ſpirit, the review may have all thoſe good 
effetls upon your ſolf, of which you ave in hoe; and that it 
may reach to the t of other readers, as you daſire. 7 
have made the more haſte to put it into your hand, for the [ame 
end which you profeſs to have at heart, to keep the jm- 
frefiion from wearing off your mind.” All good men in- 
deed muſt agree with you, that it contains one of © the 
* greateſt arguments we can have to encourage holineſs, 
** and deter from ſm, that God ſees us. If a plain diſ- 
courſe on ſo common a ſubjeft ſhall have the effet# upon any, 
ro make God more preſent to their minds, there will be no 
room to repent the expoſrag of it ta publick view. 
I cannot forbear to take notice of one thing, that when I had 
— in my preparations upon a branch of another 
je, which I haue been long upon, my mind was turned 
z0 this for the ſervice of that day, without any particular 


wiew. May it not be hoped, that the God, whoſe are the © 


ſpirits of all fleſh, had the direHion of this change, on pur- 
poſe graciouſy to meet you ! 

If God bleſs this undeſigned publication to you or any o- 
ther, the author will hope for a part in your prayers, thats 
he may obtain mercy 10 be faithful , and have ſeals of his 
aniniftry ; which will be the moſt acceptable return far this 
Fall pains zo, 


SIR 


Your affe tionate ſervant 


for Feſus ſake. 


J. E. 


eſcot- ſtreet, 
7 20. 1722. 
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GENESIS. xxxix. 9. 


(latter part of the verſe.) 


How then can I do this great wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt God? 


Es E are the words of Foſeph, after he had 
deen fold by his brethren into Egypt, and af- 
N ter he had met with ſome remarkable turns 
of providence there. He came thither as a 
daes but providentially became the proper- 
ty © —— man of figure, who had it in his power to ad- 
vance him, and in his inclination to ſhew kindneſs to one 
whom he found a faithful ſervant. Upon trial, he made 
him overſeer of his _ ver. 5. ard left all that he bad 
in Joſeph's hand, ver. 6, In theſe circumſtances he was 
aGulted with a violent temptation to uncleanneſs, from 
his maſter's wife. 


He was himſelf in his youthful prime and vigour 


then prompted to a ſin, which is peculiarly a * wl | 

The — was his ſuperior, his miſtre 2 8 55 
he had ſome dependance : He might expect great advan- 
tages from her favour; and, on the other hand, might have 
room to fear very miſchie vous efſects from her reſent · 


ment. 
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ment. She ſollicitetl im to this evil action in a way very 
lain and expreſs, which could not be put off without a 
— There was a proſpect of ſecrecy; and little 
of man to lay a reſtraint upon him, which is a check 
often made uſe of by Providence to prevent a great deal 
of evil in the world. The opportunity was preſent, ſo 
that there could be no long time for cool and ſtaid de- 
bates;. but. the temptation - muſt either be immediately 
ied with, or rejected. And yet on the other hand, 
when he had overcome her ſollicitations at one time, the 
trial returned afreſh. She ſpake to Joſeph day by day, ver. 
10. And people have often been prevailed upon by the 
frequent aſſaults of temptation, to do that at length, 
which they could not think of without horror at firſt. 
But this good man, tho' he was now ſeparated from his 
brethren, a ſojourner in a ſtrange land, open to many 
hopes and fears from this il woman; yet makes a reſo- 
luteretiſtance, and gains a noble conqueſt. But upon what 
principles did he repell the aſſault? With what conſide- 
rations did he arm his mind? | 

1. He had a principle of honour, and that was of con- 
fiderable ſervice to him. He could not find in his heart 
to be ſo baſe and dilingenuous to a kind and liberal ma- 
ſter. ver. 8, 9. Behold, my maſter wotteth not what is 
with me in the houſe, and he hath committed all that he 
hath to my han. There is none greater in this houſe 
than 1 ; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but 
thee. He was highly intruſted; and he had too noble a 
mind to betray his-truſt. - He had received great obligati- 
ons from his maſter, and he had too generous a ſoul to 
be inſenſible of benefits. But he roſe higher, and recol- 

leted yet ſtronger engagements ; for | 
2. He had a principle of religion. He turned his eye 
to God; and conſider d. that this would be very offen- 
five to him, as well as injurious to his neighbour; and 
obvious to his notice, tho' it might eſcape the view of 
men. How can I do this great wickedneſs, and ſm again ft 
God? When he expreſſes it in the way of a queſtion, it 
carries the greater force. He appeals to her own inward 
ſenti- 
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ſentiment, whether this was not reaſon ſufficient for his 
refuſal; and at the ſame time plainly ſignifies a firm de- 
termination not to comply. Two things are ir cluded in 
his reflection. 

1. The great evil of that to which he was tempted. 
as it was a ſin againſt God. And this is the principal 
evil of every ſin. 

2. That he was, in this temptation from privacy, under 
the eye and obſervation of Gad. | 

And theſe two thoughts ever preſent to our minds, 


would have a wonderful efficacy for diſarming any 
temptation. 


I. It would greatly conduce to eſtabliſh our hearts 
againſt the aſſaults of temptation, if they were firmly 
poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of the evil nature of fin, as it is 
againſt God. This, above all things, ſhews the ſinful- 
neſs of ſin, and therefore ought to be the principal mat- 
ter we conſider in it. | 

Every ſin indeed is againſt ourſelves, as well as againſt 
God: And in ſuch a ſenſe againſt ourſelves, as it cannot 
be againſt God; i. e. It tends to our own real preju- 
dice and miſery, whereas it can by no means ſo affect 
the bleſſed God. In that ſenſe Elihu ſays, Fob xxxv. 6. 
If thou ſinneſi, what doſt thou againſt bim? Or if thy 
tranſgreſſions be multiplied, what doſt thou wito him? 
In the ſenſe of doing him any real prejudice. But he 
that ſms againſt God, wrongs his own ſoul. Prov. viii. 36. 
And that is a conſideration, which we ſhould often in- 
culcate upon ourſelves. | 
Many fins are againſt our neighbour. Our wickedneſs 
may hurt a man as we are, Job xxxv. 8. Such was 
the ſin, to which pious Foſeph was tempted: And he by 
no means omits to call to mind, and pathetically to re- 
preſent to himſelf, and to his miſtreſs, that conſideration. 
And when we are tempted to any ſuch fins, we ſhould 
take the fame courſe; we ſhould endeavour to fortify 
ourſelves, by thinking of the injuſtice, or ingratitude, or 
unkindneſs of them to our neighbour, or the prejudice we 
may do them thereby in their ſouls or bodies. Ss 

d 


ä 
2 


— 2 — — 


19 
ca 


_ 7 


— — 
— ET p- ot 


__— =— 
= 


IT — 
„ 
— — — _ 
. 3338 „„ 
N — 


— * 


> 


118 The confiderations of fin, &c. SrRM. VII. 


But tl! the principal evil of every ſin lies in its being 
againſt God. Much of the prejudice we ſhall receive 
from it ourſelves, ariſes from its being offenſive to God. 
And the evils, which directly and immediately are in- 
juries to our neighbour, arc properly ſinful, as they are 
againſt God. And indeed that conſideration of them moſt 
affects a truly good man, So it did the heroic youth 
in the text. The {ame weight David lays upon it, when 
he was come to himſelf, aftcr the heinous fins of adultery 
and murder, into which he had fallen: Pal. li. 4. Aga ift 
thee, thee only have I ſinned. He had injured his neigh- 
bour, as heinouſly as can well be ſuppoſed ; but the ſinful 
nature of his actions properly lay in their being againſt 
God ; the evil of them in that view : ppeared io much 
ſuper.or to any other conſideration, that it ſeemed to ſwal- 
low up all the reſt. We ſhou'd endeavour therefore to 
have our minds habitually impreſſed with this apprehen- 
hon of ſin, and in every hour of temp::tion, actually to 
view it in this light, as it is againſt God. 

1. Sin is directly contrary to his nature. God is light, 
and in him there is no darkneſ; at all. And therefore, if 
we ſay, we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in darkneſs, 
we lie, and do not the truth. 1 Johni. 5, 6. Where it 
is intimated, that the divine natur: and fin are as oppoſit 
as light and darkneſ*, Sin is the very reverſe of God's 
purity, as holineſs in us is but a faint copy from that 

reat original; a divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. If it were 
uppoſeable, that God could be like us in ſtare and con- 
dition, he would do juſt as he requires us to do. Nor is 
this altogether an imaginary ſuppoſition. God has been 
manifeſted in the fleſh; the Son of God became man; 
and when he was found in faſhion as a man, he was made 
under this holy law, and obeyed it perfectly; by which 
it was moſt high'y honoured, and a plain evidence given 
of its conformity to the divine nature. And as far as 
the heart and life of a man is formed by this rule; ſo 
far he bears the nobleſt part of God's image, of which a 
creature is capable. ut iin is the direct contrary, the image 
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and ſuperſcription of God's worſt enemy. We were 
the ſons of God by creation, but by ſin are become a 
degenerate offspring, fuch as he can no longer own for 
his, till we are changed, becauſe unlike him. Now, 
when. weare tempted to any known fin, we ſhail do well 
to think; if I comply, I ſhall make my ſelf fo much the 
more unlike God, and walk contrary to him. * 

2. Sin is oppoſite to his authority and ſovereign rights 
over us. He is our proprietor and owner, who gave us 
our being, our all; but left us not to our own diſpoſe, 
without reſerving a claim of ſervice and duty to himſelf. 
And yet, alas! While the ox knows his owner, the ſinner 
conſiders not, whoſe he is, J. i. 3. He will aſſume an 
uſurped property in himſelf, and act for himſelf, and 
make his own will his law, and uſe his capacities and 
enjoyments, as one, who owes no account for the uſe of 
them to any beſide himſelf. God is our ſovereign, who 
has all right poſſible to give law to us in every thing, and 
by the ſignification of his will to deter mine our choice and 
actions: But in every known {ſin we break out into rebel- 
lion, practical y diſown his authority, break his bands in 
ſunder, and caſt away his cords from us; and ſay, I will 
not have God to reign over me. Sin lays a vile imputation 
upon God's law, as it it wanted either equity or wiſ- 
dom; it muſt be conſtrued to imply at leaſt, that in that 
inſtance, where we chuſe to act contrary to it, we think 
we can govern and manage ourſelves better than he. If 


we would ſuſpend compliance with a temptation, till we 


had fat down, and weighed this one thing, what intolera- 
ble inſolence there is in ſin againſt the Majeſty in the 
heavens, that we will not receive law from him, from 
whom we had our all, not allow him the uſe of his own 
creature; if we wou'd but turn this in our thoughts, 
ſure it would make us aſhamed to venture on. 


3 Sin caſts contempt upon his ſupreme excellence, and 


his fitneſs to be our chief good. In every fin we prefer 
{omething before God: For we rather hazard his favour, 
than we will miſs of ſuch an expected ſatisfaction. But 


oh! that you would aiow your ſelves to think, what — 


you 
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you under value. An infinitely perfect being, who has 
all in him to make you truly and compleatly happy: 
One, in whoſe favour is life, and whoſe loving-kindneſs is 
better tban life; in whoſe wrath is death, and whoſe 
wrath is worſe than death: Short of whom, you find'by 
daily experience, that there is nothing can anſwer all your 
wants and wiſhes, You find preſent things periſh with 
#he nuſmg, and in a little time, the world and fleſh and 
heart will fail: But even then, if you were upon good 
terms with God, he would be the Senn of your hearts 
and your portion for ever. And what is it that you pre- 
fer before ſucha portion? Some poor earthly enjoyment, 
which neither can be, nor be pleaſant long; it may be, 
the gratification of ſome baſe luſt that unmans you. 
Verily, theſe are your Gods; they are to you inſtead of 
God. A goodly price, may I not ſay? that he is prized 
at of you! When he is put in the ballance with theſe 
things, and they outweigh with you. Tis aſtoniſſing 
to a conſiderate mind, when he allows himſelſ to think 
calmly, that ever be ſhould have forſaken the fountain of 
living waters for broken cifterns, Jer. ii. 12. A greater 
contempt could hardly be put upon our bleſſed Lord, than 
that of preferring Barabbas, a man of the vileſt charac- 
ter before him: And can we affront the great God worſe, 
than, when he and a baſe luſt come in competition, to 
cChuſe to gratify that luſt, rather than to pleaſe him by a 
refuſal ? 

4. Sin violates the engagements of his love 
and goodneſs, God, who is good and does good, gaye 
the tokens of his benignity to man in innocence, on pur- 
pole to confirm him in his obedience ; and he continues 
them to us in our fallen ſtate to lead us to repentance, 
Rom ü. 4. We have all of us a large ſhare in the bene- 
fits of creation and providence 3 we are often prevented 
with the bleſſings of God's goodneſs. He has fed us all our 
life long unto this day, and has redeemed us from all 
evil; be bas daily loaded us with his benefits, prevented 
the full execution of the curſe upon us, granted us along 
reprieve, and the offers and means of eternal ſalvat ion. 
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When he draws us in this manner with the cords of love, 
what muſt be the language of preſumptuous fin but this, 
that we deſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs and forbearance 
and long- ing? Rom. ii. 4. We requite God therein 
evil for good, and turn his own gifts againſt himſelf, 
Hence God ſpake in ſo awful a manner of 1ſrael, Ja. i. 2. 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord 
hath ſpoken: I have nouriſhed and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled againſt me. As if an earthly parent 
ſhould complain; I have trained up my offspring with 
the moſt tender affection and conſtant care; but now, in- 
ſtead of the returns I had reaſon to expect, they fly in 
my face, they pick out my eyes. Think, finner, what 
God has been to thee; thy watchful guardian, thy con- 
ſtant guide, thy bountiful provider trom the womb: 
He has done more for thee, than all the world can do; 
and whatever ſervice any creature has been of to thee, it 
is no more than God has made it. And do ye thus re- 
quite the Lord, oh fooliſh people and unwiſe! Is not he thy 
father, that has bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and 
eſtabliſhed thee ? Deut. xxxii. 6. 

5. Sin carries a ſlight of God's threatned diſpleaſure. 
When you dare to oftend God for atrifle, can it be thought 
that you entertain a certain expectation of falling under his 
vengeance for it? No, your apprehenſion of that muſt be 
weakned, upon ſome vain ſurmiſe or other. It may be, 
you fondly hope, that his clemency will overlook all, 
that his threatnings are only deſigned to terrify, and he 
either never will, or never can execute them. If you 
reckon preſumptuouſly upon his clemency, while you 
boldly rebel; you muſt have ſtrange thoughts of his ju- 
ſtice. Can you think the great ruler of the world ſhould 
be leſs concerned for the honour of hif laws and govern- 
ment, than a juſt and wiſe ruler upon earth would be, 
who will not ſuffer an obſtinate malefactor to go un- 
puniſhed ? No, God will give every man according to his 
works, and not ſuffer his authority to be trampled upon : 
He has told you ſo in the moſt poſitive threatnings: And 


if, when you hear the words of his curſe, you bleſs your- 
, M 7 ſelves 


* 


> 


122 The confideration of fin, &c. Szxm. VII. 


ſelves in your hearts, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, tho' I 


walk in the imagination of my heart, to add drunkenneſs to 
thirſt : If ſo, what could you in reaſon e for ſuch 
arrogance, if God hadnot directly = the caſe in ſcripture? 
Let conſcience ſay, whether ſuch preſumption deſerves 
better, than what God has expreſsly declared ſhall be the 
conſequence of it, that the Lord will not not ſpare that 
man, Deut. xxix, 19, 20. Whoever is ſpared, for certain 
not he who disbelieves God in his moſt awful aſſevera- 
tions. If you believe him in earneſt, can you dare his 
almighty power for execution, who can immediately 
ſtrike you dead in an act of fin? Would to God, the fear 
of him were preſent to our minds, whenever a tempta- 
tion offers, 


But beſide this thought, that ſin is againſt God, 


II. It would be a ſingular preſervative againſt any temp. 
tation to ſin, to conſider ourſelves as always under the 
immediate eye of God. That our fin is not only againſt 
him, but he is apprized of the offence. This ſeems to 
have been the principal conſideration, that occurred to 

oſeph's mind, for his eſtabliſhment in this critical minute. 
The Pſalmiſt expected a like good effect from it. P/ xvi. 8. 
I have ſet the Lord always before me; he is on my right 
hand, therefore I ſhall not be moved. This conſideration 
will be exceeding ſerviceable many ways. 

1. It will farther aggravate to our minds the heinous 
evil of every offence. To do an ill action in the preſence 
of a prince, or before the face of a judge, argues higher 
impudence, and is a more notorious contempt of authori- 
ty, than the commiſſion of a fault in private. This 
raiſed Ahaſuerus's reſentment againſt Haman, Eſth. vii. 8. 
Will he force the Queen alſo before me? The malice of 
the devil could intinuate nothing blacker againſt Fob than 
this : Bring ſuch or ſuch an affliction upon him, and he 
will curſe thee to thy face, Job i. 11. ch. ii. 3. So God 
deſcribes the notorious ſinfulneſs of ſome, 1. xv. z. 
that they were à people that provoked him to anger conti- 
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nually to his face, Indeed ſuch expreſſions as theſe are 
uſed with a ſpecial emphaſis, to deſcribe great boldneſs 
and impudence in ſin. But in truth they may juſtly be 
applicd to every fin, and every fin is aggravated by this 
conſideration. So the returning prodigal in his confeſſion 
to his father, mentions this circumſtance, as inhancing 
all the ſins of his paſt lite, Father, I have ſinned againſt 
heaven, and before thee. Luke xv. 18. When you lin, 
you either believe divine omniſcience, or you do not. It, 
like them in 706 xxii. 13, 14. you ſay, How doth God 
know ? Can he judge thro the dark cloud? Thick clouds 
are à covering to him, that he cannot ſee; ſuch atheiſtical 
ſurmiſes cannot leſſen the truth of the thing; nor yet the 
guilt of the offender, as long as there are the cleareſt evi- 
dences of it from reaſon and ſcripture, if he would not 
ſnut his eyes. Do you believe his omniſcience, but for- 
get that his eye is upon you? That will be a poor excuſe 
indeed. How! Not think of the eye of God upon you, 
when you could not forbear to think of the preſence of 
an earthly prince, if you were before him! Can ſuch a 


contemptuous neglect of the reſpect you owe to the . 


divine preſence, abate the heinouſneſs of that farther of- 
fence which reſults from it ? 

2. This would fortify us againſt ſecret ſins, as well as 
open, ſince they are all equally before him. If we had 
no other ſpectators of our actions but men, it might be 
ſufficient to maintain a fair outſide, becauſe that only 
comes within the reach of their judgment. But the hy- 
pocrite, who is concealed from men's notice, is naked and 
open to him with whom we have to do. God knows the 
purpoſes and imaginations of the mind, as well as the acti- 
ons of the life: For he underſtands the thoughts afar off. 
Pf. cxxxix. 2. And the fins committed in the thickeſt 
darkneſs, in the moſt retired ſolitude, are as perfectly 
known to him, as thoſe committed at noon-day ; for he 
is omnipreſent; as much in a wilderneſs as in the city; 
as well in the cloſet, as in the places of publick conver- 
ſation. Son of man, ſays God to Ezekiel, ch. viii. 12. 
haſt thou ſeen, what the antients of the houſe of Iſrael do 
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in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery ? 
For they ſay, the Lord ſeeth us not, the Lord hath forſaken 
the earth. No, the prophet could not ſee it; but God 
ia w it, and acquainted his prophet with it. F we ſhould 
fay, ſurely the darkneſs ſhall cover us, even the night ſhail 
be light about us, P1. cxxxix. 11, 12. He is privy him- 
ſelf immediately to all that paſſes, and not only at ſecond 
hand by information; for his eyes run to and fro in the 
earth, beholding the evil and the good, Prov. xv. 3. This 
is the moſt awful conſideration that can be, ſince God is 
to be eur judge; becauſe by this means his ſentence muſt 
proceed on the moft certain grounds, his own infallible 
knowledge. No facts can be concealed from him; none 
of the ſprings and principles of them can eſcape his notice, 
or the temper of mind with which they are done, which 
give the trueſt light into their nature; nor does he need 
to know the frame of our minds by an overt act. In an 
earthly judicature, the offender is ſeldom known to the 
judge; witneſſes are required to prove facts, and the proof 
is often lame and doubtful: If facts are made evident, 
the diſcriminating circumſtances, which principally ag- 
gravate the offence, may till lie hid; and ſo the criminal 
may receive a milder ſentence than he deſerves. There is 
room before men for excuſes and diſguiſes, for falſe turns 
and inſinuations, which may biaſs a court in favour of a 
criminal, But no ſuch thing can have place at the tri- 
bunal of God. Tho' you ſhould have liv'd in the greateſt 
obſcurity among men, ſo that your next neighbours ſcarce 
know your character; yet you are as fully known to 
God, as thoſe who make the moſt publick figure in the 
world. He wants not the help of evidence to convict 
you: Tho' he will ſummon other witneſſes, angels and 
men, and your own conſciences, at the great day; it is 
not becauſe he needs them, but to make the grandure and 
ſolemnity of that day of a piece. His own omniſcience 
extends farther than any foreign evidence can; and he 
is not a man, that he ſhould forget any part of your be- 
haviour. What need have you then to keep your hearts, 
as well as your lives, with all diligence? to dread a fin in 
| privacy, 
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privacy, as well as when you know, you have many eyes 
upon you? 

3- This would engage us to fear every thing which 
God declares ſinful, tho* men ſhould make light of it; if 
we act always as in the preſence of one, who ſees net as 
man ſees, 1 Sam. xvi. 7. That which is highly eſteemed a- 
mong men, is ſometimes abomination in the ſight of God, 
Luke xvi. 15. Thoſe things which are looked upon by 
many as trivial faults, or poſſibly are cried up by ſome 
tor commendable qualities, are ſometimes eſteemed by God 
to be heinous offences, Licentious practices paſs with 
ſome for genteel accompliſhments, or things fit to make 
a jeſt of, rathcr than to be dreaded and abhorred : But God 
tells us, that for theſe things his wrath comes upon the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, Col. iii. 6. that none of ſuch a cha- 
racter ſhall inherit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 
Prophane people make light of ſin in general; but it is 
the abominable thing which God hates, and the wages of 
which he has fixed to be death. Others, who diſlike o- 
pen immorality and prophaneneſs, yet make ſmall account 
of vain and evil thoughts, of idle or injurious words : But 
God declares, that the thought of fooliſhneſs is ſm ; and that 
for every idle or injurious word men ſhall give an account 
in the day of judgment. Some, who would ſtartle at an 
act of injuſtice to their neighbour, have little ſenſe of the 
evil of unbelief, impenitence, hardneſs of heart, reſiſting 
the good ſpirit of God: Whereas God lays men's ever laſt- 
ing ruin on theſe things. Now our ſentiments of fin in 
general, or of the heinouſneſs of any particular acts of it, 
are to be formed not by the judgment of men, but of God; 
for we are under his eye, and accountable to him, and muſt 
ſtand or fall by his ſentence. It will not excuſe us, that our 
friends or ſuperiors, that wiſe or good men made a {light ac- 
count of theſe things, as long as God has ſignified his mind in 
the caſe, and calls us to approve our ſelves to his all-ſecing 
eye, and not to men, 

4. This would encourage us in our oppoſition to temp- 
tation, when we find it moſt difficult; to think, that his 


compaſſionate eye is upon us. He ſees the imperfection . 
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of our knowledge, and where we want wiſdom ; our 
weakneſs, and where we want ſtrength ; and he will not 
fail or forſake an honeſt and upright ſoul. God is faithful, 
and will not ſafer us to be tempted above that we are able; 
but will with the temptation make a way to eſcape, that we 
may be able to bear it, 1 Cor x. 13. He who takes heed 
left he fall, may animate himſelf by this aſſurance, becauſe 
it is given to ſych, ver. 12. And let the diſcouragements 


be ever ſo mand, from the number of our enemies, or 


the nature of our trials; all are anſwered by a divine all- 
ſufficiency engaged for our relief. 


I cloſe with ſome application of this ſubject. 


1. Let me expoſtulate with ſecure and careleſs ſinners, 
that forget God.. You run upon one fin after another, 
and it is the leaſt part of your thoughts, that God has any 
concern in the matter, Poſſibly it has ſome weight with 
you, when a vice is againſt your temporal intereſt ; if it 
will prejudice your health, or impair your eſtates, or ſink 
your reputation: Theſe conſiderations may keep you from 
ſome ſins. But you trouble not your heads, whether God 
be offended or not; you can affront and provoke him with- 
out trembling. 

But againſt whom, vain man, doſt thou exalt thy voice, 
and lift up thine eyes on high? Even againſt the holy one of 
I/-acl. Should it paſs for nothing with you, that you 
loſe the divine image, which was your glory? that you 
rebel againſt your undoubted ſovereign! that you relinquiſh 

{ your chief good, and value a trifle more. Is it nothin 
in your account, that you are affronting the God, whoſe 
| goodneſs and mercy have followed you all your days? 
that you are grieving your conſtant benefactor? and ne- 
getting a regard to him, who is either the beſt friend, or 
rhe worſt enemy in the world? Have you reaſon left, and 
yet can you think theſe things not to be worthy of your 
concern? 
cu forget, that God's eye is upon you; he is not in all 
your thoughts, at leaſt as little as you can help it, though 
he be not far from every one F us. You are not we 
WI. 
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with any eye ſceing you, which you cannot ſee your ſelves. 
Some are arrived ſo far, as hardly to fear either God or man; f 
to have little ſenſe of reputation among men; they are not at } 
all aſhamed, neither can they bluſh. But the generality are not 

corrupted ſo far. If they run to an exceſs of riot, to cham- 

bering and wantonneſs ; theſe ſhall be works of darkneſs ; If | 
they cheat their neighbour, they will not do it openly, but | 


- When they can have hope of eſcaping diſcovery. The appre- 
henſion of a ſpectator will reftrain their inclinations; and f 
' 


they are aſhamed, when they find that others know their fol- 
lies. What infatuation is it then, that you dare to commit fin 
in the conſtant fight of the living God? You'll check your 
ſelves in the preſence of an earthly ſuperior: Oh that you 
would think, wherever you are; A greater than the 
« higheſt earthly potentate is here; I cannot do an ill 14 
« thing ſo privately, as to avoid his eye; I cannot put a 5 
« falſe diſguiſe upon my actions before him. Whither 
* can 1 ge from his ſpirit? Whither can I flee 2 his pre- 
ſence ; You will put a bridle upon your diſorderly appe- 
tites, or the licentiouſneſs of your tongue, for the fake of 
one in company, who poſſibly can do no more than give 3 
you an ill name for what he ſees amiſs: And ſhall it not | 
ſtrike an awe, that he obſerves you who will judge you, HY 
and who can deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell? Would _ 
vou bluſh to meet a ſober acquaintance in the height of a + 
debauch? And have you no ſhame and remorſe, when you k 
refle& that a holy God hath ſeen all? Would it not ſome- | 
times fill you with confuſion of face, if you thought that [ 
one of your fellow-creatures knew your hearts; all the | 
wicked and fooliſh thoughts. and inclinations harboured 
there; would not ſuch an apprehenſion make you almoſt | 
weary of life? And yet you can make your faces harder 
than a flint, while the great God perfectly knows your is 
- enmity to him; that you are poſſeſſed wit! an innumerable 14 
company of unclean, malicious, or prophane thoughts; 4 
that you are led captive by the devil at his will, ſerving "1 
diverſe luſts and pleaſures, or act hypocritically in all the = 
pretences you make to piety and goodneſs, 1 


Sure 
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Sure you cannot act at ſuch a rate, and yet ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieve divine omniſcience. You live altogether by ſight; 
and becauſe God is inviſible, you mind him not, though 
his eternal power and Godhead might be clearly ſeen from 
the things which are made. Recollect your ſelves; have 
you any reaſon to call in queſtion his obſervation of you, 
unleſs it be that he doth not immediately ſtrike ſuch pre- 
ſumptuous ſinners dead ? It may be you make that the oc- 
caſion of having your hearts fully ſet in you to do evil, be- 
cauſe judgment is not ſpeedily executed. And yet, have you 
never heard of inſtances, whercin God hath made his ob- 
ſ:-rvation known by the judgments he hath executed? Do 
you venture to deſpiſe the riches of his patience and for- 
bearance, fo as to provoke him the more for them? 
Dread then, leſt he ſhould make a ſpeedy example of you, 
If when his hand is lifted up, you will not ſee, yet you ſhall ſee, 
and be aſhamed, Iſa. xxvi. 11. Is it not time to think, what 
a being you have dared, what a preſence you have con- 
temned? That you may be aſhamed with a penitent hu- 
miliation, and not with everlaſting confuſion ! That the 
fame all- ſceing eye, which hath ſeen the wickedneſs of 
your heart, may ſce your unfeigned ſorrow and repentance 
for it! That as the luſts of the fleſh and of the mind have 
evidently governed you heretofore; ſo there may now be 
found in you the work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope, in the ſight of God and our father. 

2. Let thoſe, who have had ſerious and ſucceſsful con- 
victions of theſe things, make ſuch thoughts more fre- 

uent and familiar to them. Accuſtom your ſelves to 
lively meditations on fin in theſe views of it; which, if 
you are born of God, have made adeep impreſſion on you, 
Though others be inſenſible of theſe things, though they 
live as without God in the world, though he is ſcarce in 
any of their thoughts ; yer let him not be for a day, for 
an hour altogether out of your minds. Ye that love the 
Lord, hate evil, Pſal. xcvii. 10. Hate it more, ſet a more 
conſtant guard againſt it for that reaſon. Think of ſin, 
as 
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as the moſt oppoſite thing in the world to your God and 
father and portion: As ſo much againſt God, that notwith- 
ſtand ing al his good will toward men, he could not e- 
ſteem ir fit and honourable to ſhew favour to you, or 
any other ſinner, without the ſacrifice of his own Son to 
atone for ſin. Let this thought have a conſtant influence 
upon you, chriſtians, to whom that blood 1s precious: 
Hate that with a perfect hatred, of which God hath te- 
ſtified ſuch an irreconcileable abhorrence. You cannot 
content your ſelves to be ſtrangers to God; you meditate | 
on him, and often turn a thought upward: Ever then | 
recall him to mind, «5 ſoon as a known temptation pre- 
ſents its ſelf. © Thor God ſeeſt me; and can I find in my 
heart to offend thee to thy face, who art my choten 
« friend? To whoſe careful and compaſſionate eye over 
% me, I owe all my paſt ſafety and ſupplics? From whole * 
e continued not ce and obſervation of mc and my con- | 
*: cerns through lite, I have all my comfortable proſpects 
* for my future pilgrimage? ” 


Be aſſured, that God ſees and is di ſpleaſed with the fins 
of his own people, as well as of others: Indeed they muſt 
be peculiarly di ſpleaſing to him, as they are attended with 
peculiar aggravations. They have known the terrors of 
the Lord; they have laid to heart the evil of fin, as againſt 
hm; they have renounced it; they are made partakers of 
a divine nature, which leads them to better things; God T 
has done that for them, which he has not done for the 
world in common; and they have the hope of eternal life 
from him. Such therefore ſhould arm themſelves eſpe- 
cially with this thought, and feel the force of it: 


2 


To prevent their fall into preſumptuous fins. © What- 
e ever the world or the devil offer me, whatever the re- 
« mains of fin in my own heart ſuggeſt to me; ſpall ſuch 
* a one as 7 do this great wickedneſs, and ſm againſt God? 
God forbid: Grace forbids me ; ingenuity, covenant 
d engagements, chriſtian proſpects forbid any ſuch 
« thing. Or, 


To 
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To promote their ſpeedy recovery, whenever they have 
fallen. Have I forgotten my ſelf and my God, neglect- 
ed my guard, and broke through my engagements? So 
* fooliſh was I, and ignorant, and even as a beaſt before 
Him. Lord, I conteſs it, I lamentit ; but I come back 
*« unto thee, for thou art the Lord my God. 
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